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At a time when interest in China has never been greater, this revised edition of
Mary Tregear's authoritative survey of the Chinese visual arts will be welcomed
by art lovers, travelers, and students alike. Generously illustrated and eminently
readable, it covers not only bronzes, jades, calligraphy, and painting, but also
Buddhist sculpture, ceramics, textiles, jewelry, lacquer, garden design, and
architecture. For the revised edition, Chinese names, places, and terms have been
romanized to current international usage. Throughout, information has been
updated in view of new finds; there is a new introduction, and the final chapter
on twentieth-century art has been completely rewritten. Includes a chronology of
Chinese historical periods and six maps.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
These two current overviews of Chinese art take very different approaches. Keeper of the Department of
Eastern Art at the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, Tregear offers a chronologically organized work that covers
its topic in brief survey form, using representative examples of bronzes, painting, laquerware, ceramics, jade,
and stone carving. The book is so brief and the sweep is so broad that a reader not already familiar with the
general outline of Chinese history and common Chinese terms may have trouble forming a coherent picture,
particularly in regard to the earliest centuries covered. Significantly, Tregear leaves out the important find of
a cache of figures at Shanxingdui in 1986, which has been of enormous importance in broadening the known
range of cultures in ancient China. On the other hand, she provides an excellent section on 20th-century
Chinese art, an area neglected by many of the standard histories. Clunas's (history of art, Univ. of Sussex)
approach, by contrast, involves a more critical, theoretical inquiry into Western notions of Chinese art. He
eschews a chronological arrangement in favor of thematic chapters on art at court, in the tomb, in the temple,
in the life of the elite, and in the marketplace. He makes a point of including objects that have been
considered masterpieces intermixed with other less well-known works. He is concerned throughout his text
with issues of the historical place of art in Chinese society and with how that society evaluated various
objects. The finds at Shanxingdui are mentioned, and some attention is paid to 20th-century work, though not
as much in Tregear's survey. Both of these titles have merits as overviews of Chinese art and both could be
used by students as well as interested lay readers. If your library can afford only one work, Clunas's is the
more up-to-date, both in approach to its material and in selection of works to discuss.?Kathryn Wekselman,
Univ. of Cincinnati Lib., Ohio
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
An excellent and remarkably comprehensive survey of the arts of China....I cannot recommend this book too
highly to all who take an interest in China. -- China Now

About the Author
Mary Tregear was born in 1924 in Wuhan, China, and educated in Bristol and at the School of Oriental and
African Studies, University of London. She spent three years in China teaching at Central China University,
and five years at the University of Hong Kong as Curator of the University Museum and Lecturer in Chinese
Art History. In 1961 she joined the staff of the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, where she was Keeper in the
Department of Eastern Art until her retirement in 1991. She is a Fellow of the British Academy, and an
Emeritus Fellow of St Cross College, Oxford. She is the author of Catalogue of Chinese Greenware in the
Ashmolean Museum and Song Ceramics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Wright:

The book Chinese Art (World of Art) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Chinese Art (World of Art) to be your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about



several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Chinese Art (World
of Art). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this book?

Peter Mullins:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a
person more imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other individuals. When you read this Chinese Art (World of Art), you may tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Charles Simpson:

The guide with title Chinese Art (World of Art) includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist
in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Alice Hille:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Chinese Art (World of Art) was colourful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Chinese Art (World of Art) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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