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IMAGINARY CREATURES depicted in a people's lower mythology are one of
the most important phenomena in their belief systems. This is because the
common folk in particular must strive to maintain harmonious relations with
these creatures, a continuous process that permeates many aspects of their
everyday lives and requires the intercession of a special person in the community
who acts as the medium of communication between them. The subject of
Maximo D. Ramos's work is the creatures of Philippine lower mythology, as this
level of folklore is called. In undertaking this study, Dr. Ramos directed his
efforts to two principal tasks: (1) making a taxonomic classification of all the
beings which in his opinion fall within the framework of the problem as found in
Philippine folk beliefs, and (2) correlating the implications of these beliefs, in
terms of these classifications, to education, particularly on the elementary level.
The taxonomic classification is intended to help clear up the confusion that
attended earlier studies of these creatures. This is indeed the first attempt to
systematize the identities of these Philippine mythological beings for the benefit
of folklore scholarship. More specifically, Ramos writes: "Where names, traits,
and functions appear to have become confused ... through the process of transfer
that constantly occurs in traditional lore, it was thought fruitful to point these out
and then attempt to account for them". In spite of the very extensive
Christianization of the Filipinos—particularly the lowlanders—these mythical
entities still persist in their traditional belief systems, hence the student of folk
traditions cannot ignore them if he is to achieve greater relevance in his studies.
Little by little the perspective from which these creatures have been traditionally
viewed is bound to change until they are accepted as part of our cultural heritage.
This change is bringing about an understanding of these creatures' function in our
society. The present work is primarily taxonomic in nature but it sheds light into
many of the dark corners of Philippine folklore studies and brings to the reader a
fuller understanding of the most maligned inhabitants of the Philippine other-
world. Herein lies the major contribution of Dr. Ramos—a basic recognition and
a deeper insight into the cultural heritage of the Filipino.
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IMAGINARY CREATURES depicted in a people's lower mythology are one of the most important
phenomena in their belief systems. This is because the common folk in particular must strive to maintain
harmonious relations with these creatures, a continuous process that permeates many aspects of their
everyday lives and requires the intercession of a special person in the community who acts as the medium of
communication between them. The subject of Maximo D. Ramos's work is the creatures of Philippine lower
mythology, as this level of folklore is called. In undertaking this study, Dr. Ramos directed his efforts to two
principal tasks: (1) making a taxonomic classification of all the beings which in his opinion fall within the
framework of the problem as found in Philippine folk beliefs, and (2) correlating the implications of these
beliefs, in terms of these classifications, to education, particularly on the elementary level. The taxonomic
classification is intended to help clear up the confusion that attended earlier studies of these creatures. This is
indeed the first attempt to systematize the identities of these Philippine mythological beings for the benefit of
folklore scholarship. More specifically, Ramos writes: "Where names, traits, and functions appear to have
become confused ... through the process of transfer that constantly occurs in traditional lore, it was thought
fruitful to point these out and then attempt to account for them". In spite of the very extensive
Christianization of the Filipinos—particularly the lowlanders—these mythical entities still persist in their
traditional belief systems, hence the student of folk traditions cannot ignore them if he is to achieve greater
relevance in his studies. Little by little the perspective from which these creatures have been traditionally
viewed is bound to change until they are accepted as part of our cultural heritage. This change is bringing
about an understanding of these creatures' function in our society. The present work is primarily taxonomic
in nature but it sheds light into many of the dark corners of Philippine folklore studies and brings to the
reader a fuller understanding of the most maligned inhabitants of the Philippine other- world. Herein lies the
major contribution of Dr. Ramos—a basic recognition and a deeper insight into the cultural heritage of the
Filipino.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Maximo D. Ramos is considered the "Dean of Philippine Lower Mythology." He was the former editor in
chief of Phoenix Publishing House (1963-1980) and served as faculty member of national Teachers College,
Feati University, Far Eastern University, and dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences of the
University of the East. He was also former head of the English Department of the Philippine normal College.
He was a high school valedictorian (1930), had a B.S.E. (English major, UP, 1933), an M.A. in English
(Indiana University, 1946), a Certificate in the Teaching of English as a Second Language (University of
California at Los Angeles, 1962), and a Ph.D. (UP, 1965). He was the author of Tales of Long Ago in the
Philippines; Philippine Myths, Legends, and Folktales; Legends of Lower Gods; The Creatures of Midnight;
The Aswang Complex in Philippine Folklore; Philippine Demonological Legends and Their Cultural
Bearings; Boyhood in Monsoon Country; Patricia of the Oreen Hills and Other Stories and Poems; and
Remembrance of Lents Past and Other Essays. He also wrote numerous articles, stories, and verses that
appeared in several magazines and journals.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Caceres:

Often the book Creatures of Philippine lower mythology, has a lot associated with on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Robert Young:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Creatures of Philippine lower
mythology, that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through
as your good habit, you can pick Creatures of Philippine lower mythology, become your own personal
starter.

Bobby Kile:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need more time
to be learn. Creatures of Philippine lower mythology, can be your answer since it can be read by a person



who have those short spare time problems.

Christina Pena:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Creatures of Philippine lower mythology, can give
you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Creatures of Philippine lower mythology,.
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