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In a journey across four continents, acclaimed science writer Steve Olson traces
the origins of modern humans and the migrations of our ancestors throughout the
world over the past 150,000 years. Like Jared Diamond's Guns, Germs and Steel,
Mapping Human History is a groundbreaking synthesis of science and history.
Drawing on a wide range of sources, including the latest genetic research,
linguistic evidence, and archaeological findings, Olson reveals the surprising
unity among modern humans and "demonstrates just how naive some of our
ideas about our human ancestry have been" (Discover).Olson offers a genealogy
of all humanity, explaining, for instance, why everyone can claim Julius Caesar
and Confucius as forebears. Olson also provides startling new perspectives on the
invention of agriculture, the peopling of the Americas, the origins of language,
the history of the Jews, and more. An engaging and lucid account, Mapping
Human History will forever change how we think about ourselves and our
relations with others.
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In a journey across four continents, acclaimed science writer Steve Olson traces the origins of modern
humans and the migrations of our ancestors throughout the world over the past 150,000 years. Like Jared
Diamond's Guns, Germs and Steel, Mapping Human History is a groundbreaking synthesis of science and
history. Drawing on a wide range of sources, including the latest genetic research, linguistic evidence, and
archaeological findings, Olson reveals the surprising unity among modern humans and "demonstrates just
how naive some of our ideas about our human ancestry have been" (Discover).Olson offers a genealogy of
all humanity, explaining, for instance, why everyone can claim Julius Caesar and Confucius as forebears.
Olson also provides startling new perspectives on the invention of agriculture, the peopling of the Americas,
the origins of language, the history of the Jews, and more. An engaging and lucid account, Mapping Human
History will forever change how we think about ourselves and our relations with others.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Olson raises the level of discourse to a new high, assembling powerful evidence to support the no-races
hypothesis." Kirkus Reviews

"An engaging and fast-paced look at a subject that has profound implications for our everyday lives."
Publishers Weekly

"An instructive overview of human history." Boston Herald

About the Author

Steve Olson’s Mapping Human History was a National Book Award finalist and won the Science-in-Society
Award from the National Association of Science Writers. Olson has also written for the Atlantic Monthly,
Scientific American, and Science. He lives in Bethesda, Maryland, where he coaches the math team at a
public middle school.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theodore May:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book Mapping Human History: Genes, Race, and Our Common
Origins ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Mapping Human History: Genes, Race, and Our
Common Origins is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
while using book Mapping Human History: Genes, Race, and Our Common Origins. You never feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Saul Robinson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Mapping Human History: Genes, Race, and Our
Common Origins as your daily resource information.



Santos Ball:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mapping Human History: Genes, Race, and Our
Common Origins can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Steven Delorme:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That Mapping Human History: Genes, Race, and Our Common Origins can
give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Mapping Human History: Genes,
Race, and Our Common Origins.
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