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"McGinn is an ingenious philosopher who thinks like a laser and writes like
a dream."--Steven Pinker

This book is a hymn to the hand. In Prehension, Colin McGinn links questions
from science to philosophical concerns to consider something that we take for
granted: the importance of the hand in everything we do. Drawing on
evolutionary biology, anatomy, archaeology, linguistics, psychology, and
philosophy, among other disciplines, McGinn examines the role of the hand in
shaping human evolution. He finds that the development of our capacity to grasp,
to grip, to take hold (also known as prehension) is crucial in the emergence of
Homo sapiens.

The human species possesses language, rational thought, culture, and a specific
affective capacity; but there was a time when our ancestors had none of these.
How did we become what we so distinctively are, given our early origins?
McGinn, following Darwin and others, calls the hand the source of our biological
success. When our remote ancestors descended from trees, they adopted a
bipedal gait that left the hands free for other work; they began to make tools,
which led to social cooperation and increased brain capacity. But McGinn goes
further than others in arguing for the importance of the hand; he speculates that
the hand played a major role in the development of language, and presents a
theory of primitive reference as an outgrowth of prehension.

McGinn sings the praises of the hand, and evolution, in a philosophical key. He
mixes biology, anthropology, analytical philosophy, existential philosophy, sheer
speculation, and utter amazement to celebrate humans' achievement of humanity.
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"McGinn is an ingenious philosopher who thinks like a laser and writes like a dream."--Steven Pinker

This book is a hymn to the hand. In Prehension, Colin McGinn links questions from science to philosophical
concerns to consider something that we take for granted: the importance of the hand in everything we do.
Drawing on evolutionary biology, anatomy, archaeology, linguistics, psychology, and philosophy, among
other disciplines, McGinn examines the role of the hand in shaping human evolution. He finds that the
development of our capacity to grasp, to grip, to take hold (also known as prehension) is crucial in the
emergence of Homo sapiens.

The human species possesses language, rational thought, culture, and a specific affective capacity; but there
was a time when our ancestors had none of these. How did we become what we so distinctively are, given
our early origins? McGinn, following Darwin and others, calls the hand the source of our biological success.
When our remote ancestors descended from trees, they adopted a bipedal gait that left the hands free for
other work; they began to make tools, which led to social cooperation and increased brain capacity. But
McGinn goes further than others in arguing for the importance of the hand; he speculates that the hand
played a major role in the development of language, and presents a theory of primitive reference as an
outgrowth of prehension.

McGinn sings the praises of the hand, and evolution, in a philosophical key. He mixes biology,
anthropology, analytical philosophy, existential philosophy, sheer speculation, and utter amazement to
celebrate humans' achievement of humanity.
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Editorial Review

Review

In the beginning was the hand. So argues Colin McGinn in this gripping, inventive, and wide-ranging tale of
evolution and human nature. How did we ever get to be what we are: smart, social, linguistic, dexterous, and
prone to anxiety? It is not our brains but our hands that explain our contours. Drawing on his life in
philosophy, and his engagement with cognitive science and the theory of evolution, McGinn proposes that
we are handlers by nature: we take hold, reach and grasp, seize, stroke, poke, squeeze, probe, and rub. We
are great big hands extended toward the world around us.

(Alva Noë, Professor of Philosophy, University of California, Berkeley, and author of Strange Tools: Art and
Human Nature)

Life in the twenty-first century leaves little doubt that the human brain is headed for a role reassignment, the
nature of which will ultimately depend on what computers cannot do to solve human problems and to
manage our complex affairs. In this context, philosopher Colin McGinn's new book Prehension is a critical
reminder that human intelligence is irreplaceably human, rooted in ancestral and evolutionary circumstances
that gave the hand its distinctive and powerful individual, social, and cultural agency.

(Frank R. Wilson, author of The Hand: How Its Use Shapes the Brain, Language, and Human Culture)

About the Author

Colin McGinn has taught philosophy at institutions of higher learning including University College London,
Rutgers University, and Oxford University. He is the author of The Character of Mind, Consciousness and
Its Objects, The Meaning of Disgust, The Philosophy of Language: The Classics Explained (MIT Press), and
other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carmine Adams:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will require this Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of Humanity (MIT Press).



Benjamin Chambers:

The guide untitled Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of Humanity (MIT Press) is the book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Prehension: The Hand and the
Emergence of Humanity (MIT Press) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Christopher Watson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Prehension: The Hand and
the Emergence of Humanity (MIT Press), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Shawn Howe:

The book untitled Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of Humanity (MIT Press) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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