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Greed and intrigue combine explosively in this gripping tale of how the
mercurial Lawrence of Arabia changed the Middle East forever.

It was T. E. Lawrence’s classic Seven Pillars of Wisdom that made the Arab
Revolt a legend and helped turn the British intelligence officer into the mythical
“Lawrence of Arabia.” But the intrigue behind the revolt and its startling
consequences for the present-day Middle East have remained a mystery for
nearly one hundred years. James Barr spent four years trawling declassified
archives in Europe and crossing the hostile deserts of the Middle East to re-create
the revolt as the international drama it really was. A colorful cast of Arab sheiks,
British and French soldiers, spies, and diplomats come together in this gripping
narrative of political maneuvering, guerrilla warfare, and imperial greed. Setting
the Desert on Fire is a masterly account of a key moment in the history of the
Middle East, and a portrait of Lawrence himself that is bright, nuanced, and full
of fresh insights into the true nature of the master mythmaker.
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Greed and intrigue combine explosively in this gripping tale of how the mercurial Lawrence of Arabia
changed the Middle East forever.

It was T. E. Lawrence’s classic Seven Pillars of Wisdom that made the Arab Revolt a legend and helped turn
the British intelligence officer into the mythical “Lawrence of Arabia.” But the intrigue behind the revolt and
its startling consequences for the present-day Middle East have remained a mystery for nearly one hundred
years. James Barr spent four years trawling declassified archives in Europe and crossing the hostile deserts of
the Middle East to re-create the revolt as the international drama it really was. A colorful cast of Arab sheiks,
British and French soldiers, spies, and diplomats come together in this gripping narrative of political
maneuvering, guerrilla warfare, and imperial greed. Setting the Desert on Fire is a masterly account of a key
moment in the history of the Middle East, and a portrait of Lawrence himself that is bright, nuanced, and full
of fresh insights into the true nature of the master mythmaker.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
British historian Barr re-examines World War I's Â 'Great Arab Revolt'Â  led by the legendary Lawrence of
Arabia in this exhaustively researched and vividly narrated history. Thomas Edward Lawrence was a young
British intelligence officer when he undertook to organize Arab resistance to the Ottoman Empire, a German
ally. The Turkish (Ottoman) sultan was also the caliph—spiritual leader of Muslims worldwide—and the
British feared that his call for jihad threatened their eastern empire. To secure Arab support against the
Turks, the British offered them a hazy declaration of future independence. Led by Lawrence, an eccentric
amateur who adopted the flowing robes of his desert allies, the Arabs began a guerrilla campaign against the
Hijaz Railway, the Turks' supply line between Damascus and Medina. Lawrence's driving obsession was to
capture Damascus and foil French ambitions in Syria. As the war in Europe was ending, the Arabs occupied
Damascus and Lawrence installed an Arab government. Upon the war's conclusion, Middle Eastern matters
were peripheral. Britain then yielded Syria to France, denying Arab independence and initiating a new
legacy, of increasingly bitter relations. Barr expertly navigates an intriguing landscape of shifting alliances
and labyrinthine politics peopled with eccentric characters to demystify a fascinating legend. illus. (Feb.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Many laypersons are familiar with T. E. Lawrence and the Arab revolt only through David Lean’s film
Lawrence of Arabia. A few may have gone further and read Lawrence’s largely self-promoting account, The
Seven Pillars of Wisdom (1935). Barr has written a compact, scrupulously accurate chronicle of the revolt
and Lawrence’s role in it, utilizing previously unavailable archival material and seamlessly interweaving the
military narrative with the political maneuvers of the British and French governments as they pursued their
own narrow interests. Barr provides finely drawn portraits of some of the key players in this drama,
including General Allenby, Ronald Storrs, Prince Feisal, Auda abu Tayi, and, of course, Lawrence, who is
viewed less as the romantic, tragic adventurer and more as a hardheaded, effective soldier. Although he was
sympathetic to Arab national aspirations, he was primarily devoted to protecting British interests and seemed
to have a particular hostility toward French designs upon Syria and Lebanon. An excellent general history of
a widely misunderstood struggle that largely defined the shape of the modern Middle East. --Jay Freeman

Review
“[James] Barr has written a compact, scrupulously accurate chronicle of the revolt and Lawrence’s role in it,
utilizing previously unavailable archival material. . . . An excellent general history of a widely
misunderstood struggle that largely defined the shape of the modern Middle East.” (Booklist)

“A tightly-focused, fast-paced account. . . . Mr. Barr’s achievement is to tell Lawrence’s story more clearly
and objectively, helping to make sense of a complex war fought in an unfamiliar land and language.” (Adam
Kirsch - New York Sun)

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Timothy Larios:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading through a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Setting the Desert on Fire: T. E. Lawrence and Britain's Secret War in Arabia,
1916-1918.

Aaron Mullen:

The reserve untitled Setting the Desert on Fire: T. E. Lawrence and Britain's Secret War in Arabia, 1916-
1918 is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content
that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Setting the Desert on Fire: T. E.
Lawrence and Britain's Secret War in Arabia, 1916-1918 from the publisher to make you much more enjoy
free time.

Lily Terry:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read will be Setting the Desert on Fire: T. E. Lawrence and Britain's Secret War
in Arabia, 1916-1918.

Amy Joshi:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This guide Setting the Desert on Fire: T. E. Lawrence and Britain's
Secret War in Arabia, 1916-1918 was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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