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One of the most prolific and popular contemporary novelists, Stephen King has a
devoted following of captivated readers. Thisisthefirst critical work on King to
examine his most recent novels, Dolores Claiborne, Insomnia, and Rose Madder,
and to analyze the many threads of hisfiction in away that is accessible to young
adults and general readers. It is designed to help the reader understand the
carefully organized narrative structure of his novels, the relation of hisfiction to
the horror and science fiction genres and to each other, character development,
and stylistic and thematic concerns that recur and evolve throughout his work.
Following abiographical chapter that links hislife to the development of his
fiction, Russell offers an overview chapter on all his novels. Individual chapters
examine nine representative novels: in addition to the three mentioned above,
Russell examines Salem's Lot, The Shining, The Sand, The Dark Half, The Dark
Tower I11: The Waste Lands, and Needful Things. A complete bibliography of all
Stephen King's work, critical sources, and alisting of reviews of the novels
examined in depth compl ete the work.

Each chapter deals with one novel and includes sections on plot and narrative
structure, character development, and thematic concerns. While concentrating on
the elements of each novel, Russell also draws comparisons to other novelsin
King's canon and points out their developmental relationship. She shows how
King uses horror, science fiction, and suspense to explore human relationships,
how he expands traditional approaches to genre by combining elements of the
various genres in hisfiction, and how he has continued to grow as an artist
throughout his career. Each novel is also examined from an aternative critical
approach, which offers the reader an additional perspective from which to read it.
Because it isthe only critique of King to deal with his recent novels and has been
designed for young adults and general readers, this critical companion will be a
key purchase for school and public libraries.
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One of the most prolific and popular contemporary novelists, Stephen King has a devoted following of
captivated readers. Thisisthefirst critical work on King to examine his most recent novels, Dolores
Claiborne, Insomnia, and Rose Madder, and to analyze the many threads of hisfictionin away that is
accessible to young adults and general readers. It is designed to help the reader understand the carefully
organized narrative structure of his novels, the relation of hisfiction to the horror and science fiction genres
and to each other, character development, and stylistic and thematic concerns that recur and evolve
throughout his work. Following a biographical chapter that links his life to the development of hisfiction,
Russell offers an overview chapter on al his novels. Individual chapters examine nine representative novels:
in addition to the three mentioned above, Russell examines Salem's Lot, The Shining, The Sand, The Dark
Half, The Dark Tower I11: The Waste Lands, and Needful Things. A complete bibliography of all Stephen
King'swork, critical sources, and alisting of reviews of the novels examined in depth complete the work.

Each chapter deals with one novel and includes sections on plot and narrative structure, character
development, and thematic concerns. While concentrating on the elements of each novel, Russell also draws
comparisons to other novelsin King's canon and points out their developmental relationship. She shows how
King uses horror, science fiction, and suspense to explore human relationships, how he expands traditional
approaches to genre by combining elements of the various genresin his fiction, and how he has continued to
grow as an artist throughout his career. Each novel is aso examined from an alternative critical approach,
which offers the reader an additional perspective from which to read it. Because it is the only critique of
King to deal with his recent novels and has been designed for young adults and general readers, this critical
companion will be akey purchase for school and public libraries.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ellen Farnsworth:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they're still students or it for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great aswell asimportant the book Stephen King: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers). All type of book isit possible to see on many methods. Y ou
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Arthur Dickison:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erawhich is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Stephen King: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companionsto Popular Contemporary Writers) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Robert Harriman:

The book Stephen King: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) will
bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. If
you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Stephen King: A Ciritical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) is much recommended to you you just
read. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Marcela Baird:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Stephen King: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick



Stephen King: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) become your
Starter.
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