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Reveals the complex, country-wide systems of land management used by
Aboriginal people in presettlement Australia
 
Across Australia, early Europeans commented again and again that the land
looked like a park, with extensive grassy patches and pathways, open woodlands,
and abundant wildlife. Bill Gammage has discovered this was because
Aboriginal people managed the land in a far more systematic and scientific
fashion than most people have ever realized. For more than a decade, he has
examined written and visual records of the Australian landscape. He has
uncovered an extraordinarily complex system of land management using fire, the
life cycles of native plants, and the natural flow of water to ensure plentiful
wildlife and plant foods throughout the year. Aboriginal people spent far less
time and effort than Europeans in securing food and shelter, and this book reveals
how. Once Aboriginal people were no longer able to tend their country, it
became overgrown and vulnerable to the hugely damaging bushfires Australians
now experience. With details of land-management strategies from around
Australia, this book rewrites the history of the continent, with huge implications
for today.
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Across Australia, early Europeans commented again and again that the land looked like a park, with
extensive grassy patches and pathways, open woodlands, and abundant wildlife. Bill Gammage has
discovered this was because Aboriginal people managed the land in a far more systematic and scientific
fashion than most people have ever realized. For more than a decade, he has examined written and visual
records of the Australian landscape. He has uncovered an extraordinarily complex system of land
management using fire, the life cycles of native plants, and the natural flow of water to ensure plentiful
wildlife and plant foods throughout the year. Aboriginal people spent far less time and effort than Europeans
in securing food and shelter, and this book reveals how. Once Aboriginal people were no longer able to tend
their country, it became overgrown and vulnerable to the hugely damaging bushfires Australians now
experience. With details of land-management strategies from around Australia, this book rewrites the history
of the continent, with huge implications for today.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A beautiful and profound piece of writing, one that has importance for us all."  —Age

"This bold book, with its lucid prose and vivid illustrations, will be discussed for years to come." 
—Australian Book Review

About the Author

Bill Gammage is a historian and the author of the The Broken Years: Australian Soldiers in the Great War
and Sky Travellers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

The book The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing
like a book The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia? Some of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous
world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Willard Griffin:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines
Made Australia book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Samara Reed:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Biggest Estate
on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer



in this era. Often the book untitled The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australiais one of
several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Arthur Fabry:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides
high quality.
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