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Much has been written about the crusades, but very little about the crusaders.
What moved them to go? What preparations did they need to make? How did
they react to their experiences? This book comes up with detailed answers to
these questions, and offers the first systematic reading of a large cache of
contemporary source material. The author identifies family clusters of crusaders
across Europe, whose collective commitment manifested itself in support for the
new settlements in the East.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...remarkable and remarkably fine book....There were times I simply could not put this book down. It is an
astonishing achievement." William Chester Jordan, Studies in Christianity and Culture

"Riley-Smith has made a new range of source material available for the study of the First Crusade and the
early years of the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem." Bernard Hamilton, The International History Review

"There can be no doubt that a volume so rich in ideas and documentation will inspire many to pick up where
Riley-Smith has left off." Michael Gervers, Canadian Journal of History

"Riley-Smith's expertise enables him not only to make a convincing argument for the importance of blood
relationships to the dominance of families like the Montlhérys but also to offer a variety of incidental
clarifications and insights." Speculum

"The First Crusaders, 1095-1131 is a mature work of a leading scholar in the field of Crusade history that
displays the results of years of detailed research and thought. Such thorough and extensive use of cartulary
evidence is surprisingly rare. The result is a largely fresh view of the old topic of the Crusaders' motivation
and a vastly more detailed portrayal of the mechanics and logistics behind the First Crusade. Riley-Smith is
careful to include the basic explanations that make this book accessible to beginning students and scholars in
other fields. This would be an excellent book to help those outside the field of Medieval West European
history to understand how the Crusade movement made sense. It would also help students become
acquainted with the European primary sources for the Crusades." International Journal of Middle East
Studies

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeff Puckett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The First Crusaders, 1095-1131. Try to make the book The First
Crusaders, 1095-1131 as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

John Kuykendall:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book The First Crusaders, 1095-1131. All



type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Norma Eberhart:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The First
Crusaders, 1095-1131 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled The First Crusaders, 1095-1131is a single of several books in which everyone
read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Sergio Terry:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The First Crusaders, 1095-
1131 is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space
to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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