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By the time the phrase "graphic design" first appeared in print in 1922, design
professionals in America had already created a discipline combining visual art
with mass communication. In this book, Ellen Mazur Thomson examines for the
first time the early development of the graphic design profession. It has been
thought that graphic design emerged as a profession only when European
modernism arrived in America in the 1930s, yet Thomson shows that the practice
of graphic design began much earlier. Shortly after the Civil War, when the
mechanization of printing and reproduction technology transformed mass
communication, new design practices emerged. Thomson investigates the
development of these practices from 1870 to 1920, a time when designers came
to recognize common interests and create for themselves a professional identity.

What did the earliest designers do, and how did they learn to do it? What did they
call themselves? How did they organize them-selves and their work? Drawing on
an array of original period documents, the author explores design activities in the
printing, type founding, advertising, and publishing industries, setting the early
history of graphic design in the context of American social history.
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already created a discipline combining visual art with mass communication. In this book, Ellen Mazur
Thomson examines for the first time the early development of the graphic design profession. It has been
thought that graphic design emerged as a profession only when European modernism arrived in America in
the 1930s, yet Thomson shows that the practice of graphic design began much earlier. Shortly after the Civil
War, when the mechanization of printing and reproduction technology transformed mass communication,
new design practices emerged. Thomson investigates the development of these practices from 1870 to 1920,
a time when designers came to recognize common interests and create for themselves a professional identity.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ellen Mazur Thomson is an independent scholar.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mamie Shaw:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a publication. The book The Origins of Graphic Design in America, 1870-1920 it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
features high quality.

Michael Cardona:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Origins of Graphic
Design in America, 1870-1920 that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want
to start reading as your good habit, you may pick The Origins of Graphic Design in America, 1870-1920
become your own starter.

Andrea Whitt:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Origins of Graphic
Design in America, 1870-1920 can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?



Latonya Sams:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book The Origins of Graphic Design in America, 1870-1920 was filled concerning
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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