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The Talking Book casts the Bible as the central character in a vivid portrait of
black America, tracing the origins of African-American culture from slavery’s
secluded forest prayer meetings to the bright lights and bold style of today’s hip-
hop artists.
The Bible has profoundly influenced African Americans throughout history.
From a variety of perspectives this wide-ranging book is the first to explore the
Bible’s role in the triumph of the black experience. Using the Bible as a
foundation, African Americans shared religious beliefs, created their own music,
and shaped the ultimate key to their freedom—literacy. Allen Callahan highlights
the intersection of biblical images with African-American music, politics,
religion, art, and literature.
The author tells a moving story of a biblically informed African-American
culture, identifying four major biblical images—Exile, Exodus, Ethiopia, and
Emmanuel. He brings these themes to life in a unique African-American history
that grows from the harsh experience of slavery into a rich culture that endures as
one of the most important forces of twenty-first-century America.
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The Talking Book casts the Bible as the central character in a vivid portrait of black America, tracing the
origins of African-American culture from slavery’s secluded forest prayer meetings to the bright lights and
bold style of today’s hip-hop artists.
The Bible has profoundly influenced African Americans throughout history. From a variety of perspectives
this wide-ranging book is the first to explore the Bible’s role in the triumph of the black experience. Using
the Bible as a foundation, African Americans shared religious beliefs, created their own music, and shaped
the ultimate key to their freedom—literacy. Allen Callahan highlights the intersection of biblical images with
African-American music, politics, religion, art, and literature.
The author tells a moving story of a biblically informed African-American culture, identifying four major
biblical images—Exile, Exodus, Ethiopia, and Emmanuel. He brings these themes to life in a unique
African-American history that grows from the harsh experience of slavery into a rich culture that endures as
one of the most important forces of twenty-first-century America.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this informative academic volume, Callahan (a New Testament professor at Brazil's Seminário Teológico
Batista do Nordeste) examines how the music and literature of black Americans are shot through with
biblical images. His opening chapter rehearses familiar history, explaining how white evangelicals
introduced slaves to the Bible, and arguing that the Bible has given black Americans the resources to critique
injustice. More innovatively, Callahan examines how black readers have engaged the Bible's "toxic"
passages, like Genesis 9:25, which racists have read to say that dark skin is a curse. Callahan then turns to his
central task: teasing out the various biblical themes that have been important to black writers and readers. He
suggests that other scholars have focused too exclusively on the imagery of exodus in African-American
culture. Of course, Callahan does find exodus in spirituals like "God's A-Gwinter Trouble de Water." But he
also traces the theme of exile through the plays of August Wilson and the novels of James Baldwin, and he
considers the central place of the name of Jesus in black folklore, belles lettres, and hip-hop. From W. E. B.
Du Bois to Toni Morrison, black writers have invoked Jesus to signify "the suffering of black people."
Callahan's investigations will doubtless interest students of African-American religion.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
The Bible has been central to the acculturation of African Americans since slavery, providing comfort to
slave and slave master alike and providing a hope for deliverance since then. Religion professor Callahan
parallels biblical images of exile, exodus, and prophets as expressed in the lives of African Americans.
Through history, spirituals, literature, politics, and culture, he illustrates how black figures such as Harriet
Tubman, Martin Luther King Jr., and Louis Farrakhan, among others, have evoked the biblical figure of
Moses in messages of deliverance from bondage and racism. Callahan traces the use of the Bible to "civilize"
slaves, admonish them to obey their masters, promote the desire for literacy, and provide a code for
expressing resistance and hope for justice. He examines the various exodus movements, from the slave South
to freedom in the North and various efforts to return to Africa, and the search for the faith and fortitude to
remain an exiled people in America. A powerful look at the intersection of religion and African American
culture. Vanessa Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"This is a landmark book. I am not aware of any book in print that draws so many telling conclusions about
African Americans and the Bible."-Mark A. Noll, University of Notre Dame   

"This searing interpretation of ongoing conversations between African Americans and the Bible probes the
deepest theological and ethical questions of an amazing company of saints and sages, artists and authors,
prophets and preachers. Without question, Callahan's brilliant analysis has established a new benchmark for
the study of African American religion and biblical hermeneutics."-Cheryl J. Sanders, Howard University 

" This is a landmark book. I am not aware of any book in print that draws so many telling conclusions about
African Americans and the Bible." -- Mark A. Noll, University of Notre Dame

"A powerful and evocative telling of the dynamic interpretation of the Bible in the African American
community, a story that will jolt any reader into a fresh understanding and appreciation of Scripture."--
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Harvey Cox, author of "When Jesus Came to Harvard"

" This searing interpretation of ongoing conversations between African Americans and the Bible probes the
deepest theological and ethical questions of an amazing company of saints and sages, artists and authors,
prophets and preachers. Without question, Callahan' s brilliant analysis has established a new benchmark for
the study of African American religion and biblical hermeneutics." -- Cheryl J. Sanders, Howard University

"We have waited a long time for this text, but it has been well worth it. Callahan does a masterful job of
unpacking the various ways in which biblical texts and images have served as vital resources for the
expression of African American thought and life. Anyone interested in the ways in which African Americans
have used the ''sacred book'' to explore and explain the various dimensions and nuances of life in the United
States, will find this book a powerful resource. This book represents Callahan at his best. I highly
recommend it."-- Anthony B. Pinn, Rice University

" This is a landmark book. I am not aware of any book in print that draws so many telling conclusions about
African Americans and the Bible. " -- Mark A. Noll, University of Notre Dame & nbsp; & nbsp;

"A powerful and evocative telling of the dynamic interpretation of the Bible in the African American
community, a story that will jolt any reader into a fresh understanding and appreciation of Scripture." --
Harvey Cox, author of When Jesus Came to Harvard & nbsp;

" This searing interpretation of ongoing conversations between African Americans and the Bible probes the
deepest theological and ethical questions of an amazing company of saints and sages, artists and authors,
prophets and preachers. Without question, Callahan ' s brilliant analysis has established a new benchmark for
the study of African American religion and biblical hermeneutics. " -- Cheryl J. Sanders, Howard University
& nbsp;

"We have waited a long time for this text, but it has been well worth it.& nbsp; Callahan does a masterful job
of unpacking the various ways in which biblical texts and images have served as vital resources for the
expression of African American thought and life.& nbsp; Anyone interested in the ways in which African
Americans have used the ''sacred book'' to explore and explain the various dimensions and nuances of life in
the United States, will find this book a powerful resource.& nbsp; This book represents Callahan at his best. I
highly recommend it." -- Anthony B. Pinn, Rice University & nbsp; & nbsp;
& nbsp;
& nbsp;
& nbsp; & nbsp;

"A fascinating excursion through many genres of African-American culture, as varied as spirituals and hip
hop, sermons and the visual arts."--Leslie Callahan, University of Pennsylvania

"In a single volume, the author takes his readers on a quest to find the heart of African-American



imagination about and fascination with the Bible, from slavery to the present."--Abraham Smith, Southern
Methodist University

"This is a landmark book. I am not aware of any book in print that draws so many telling conclusions about
African Americans and the Bible."--Mark A. Noll, University of Notre Dame

"A powerful and evocative telling of the dynamic interpretation of the Bible in the African American
community, a story that will jolt any reader into a fresh understanding and appreciation of Scripture."--
Harvey Cox, author of "When Jesus Came to Harvard"

"This searing interpretation of ongoing conversations between African Americans and the Bible probes the
deepest theological and ethical questions of an amazing company of saints and sages, artists and authors,
prophets and preachers. Without question, Callahan's brilliant analysis has established a new benchmark for
the study of African American religion and biblical hermeneutics."--Cheryl J. Sanders, Howard University

"We have waited a long time for this text, but it has been well worth it. Callahan does a masterful job of
unpacking the various ways in which biblical texts and images have served as vital resources for the
expression of African American thought and life. Anyone interested in the ways in which African Americans
have used the ''sacred book'' to explore and explain the various dimensions and nuances of life in the United
States, will find this book a powerful resource. This book represents Callahan at his best. I highly
recommend it."--Anthony B. Pinn, Rice University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luther Brown:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Talking Book: African Americans and the Bible your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get previous to. The The Talking Book: African Americans and the Bible giving you an additional
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on this
era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Joseph Ortiz:

This The Talking Book: African Americans and the Bible is great book for you because the content that is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only



provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
The Talking Book: African Americans and the Bible in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in
it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment
right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt this?

Rose Buck:

The book untitled The Talking Book: African Americans and the Bible contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides
you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Concepcion Shaw:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book The Talking Book: African Americans and the Bible was filled in
relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy
to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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