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Even as atoddler, Martin Gurdon was obsessed with cars. Before he could read
or write he could distinguish avehicle passing in the street from the purr of its
engine. Hisfirst car-not strictly legally-was as a fifteen-year-old, parked round
the corner from his boarding school, and driven up to London when bunking off.
At one time or another he has owned or driven most of the truly dreadful, but
often bizarrely loved cars that were produced by British Leyland Corporation, the
conglomeration that cemented the death of the indigenous British car industry.
Amongst them a succession of Morris Marinas, often kept running by
cannibalized wrecks found in junk yards. But he always hankered after that thing
of beauty his father once owned, a 1950s Bristol 401. Perhaps only naturally, his
ambition was always to become a motoring journalist, despite it seeming
guestionable anyone would be insane enough to offer him ajob. He's never
actually owned a Reliant Robin, but he has amost been killed by one...
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Even as atoddler, Martin Gurdon was obsessed with cars. Before he could read or write he could distinguish
avehicle passing in the street from the purr of its engine. Hisfirst car-not strictly legaly-was as afifteen-
year-old, parked round the corner from his boarding school, and driven up to London when bunking off. At
onetime or another he has owned or driven most of the truly dreadful, but often bizarrely loved cars that
were produced by British Leyland Corporation, the conglomeration that cemented the death of the
indigenous British car industry. Amongst them a succession of Morris Marinas, often kept running by
cannibalized wrecks found in junk yards. But he always hankered after that thing of beauty his father once
owned, a 1950s Bristol 401. Perhaps only naturally, his ambition was always to become a motoring
journalist, despite it seeming questionabl e anyone would be insane enough to offer him ajob. He's never
actually owned a Reliant Robin, but he has almost been killed by one...
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Editorial Review

Review

‘A great, highly enjoyable book... [Gurdon has] agift for colour, detail and humour' Evening Standard 'A
nostalgic drive through four decades of British weirdness Quentin Willson 'Honest and heartfelt enthusiasm
for carsradiates from every page' Jon Bentley 'l do know a bestseller when | see one' Michael Holroyd
"You'll drive along way until you come across a funnier writer with such a sharp eye for the absurdity of
human nature' Giles Chapman

About the Author

Martin Gurdon has written about cars for the Daily Telegraph, Evening Standard and Classic Cars magazine,
aswell as appearing on Top Gear and Radio 4's Home Truths. He is the author of Hen and the Art of
Chicken Maintenance.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rafael Arent:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept An Estate Car
Named Desire: A Life on the Road suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in
this era. The actual book untitled An Estate Car Named Desire: A Life on the Roadis a single of several
books this everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, thus al of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this
book.

Julian Loredo:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, aswell as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. Itisreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book An Estate Car Named Desire: A Life on the Road it isvery
good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can
mQore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book possesses
high quality.

Joyce Bullock:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent



or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be read. An Estate Car Named Desire: A Life on the Road can be your
answer asit can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

MariaMariani:

With this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of severa booksin the
top listing in your reading list is definitely An Estate Car Named Desire: A Life on the Road. This book that
isqualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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