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Previously published as Stories of Your Life and Others. Includes "Story Of
Your Life," the basis for the major motion picture Arrival, starring Amy
Adams, Forest Whitaker, Jeremy Renner, and directed by Denis Villeneuve.

"Shining, haunting, mind-blowing tales . . . Ted Chiang is so exhilarating, so
original, so stylish he just leaves you speechless." —Junot Díaz 

Ted Chiang has long been known as one of the most powerful science fiction
writers working today. Offering readers the dual delights of the very strange and
the heartbreakingly familiar, Arrival presents characters who must confront
sudden change. In "Story of Your Life," which provides the basis for the
film Arrival, alien lifeforms suddenly appear on Earth. When a linguist is brought
in to help communicate with them and discern their intentions, her new
knowledge of their language and its nonlinear structure allows her to see future
events and all the joy and pain they may bring. In each story of this incredible
collection, with sharp intelligence and humor, Ted Chiang examines what it
means to be alive in a world marked by uncertainty, but also by wonder.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
This marvelous collection by one of science fiction's most thoughtful and graceful writers belongs on the
bookshelf of anyone interested in literary science fiction.

Collected here for the first time, Ted Chiang's award-winning stories--recipients of the Nebula, Sturgeon,
Campbell, and Asimov awards--offer a feast of science, speculation, humanity, and lyricism. Standouts
include "Tower of Babylon," in which a miner ascends the fabled tower in order to break through the vault of
heaven; "Division by Zero," a precise and heartbreaking examination of the disintegration of hope and love;
and "Story of Your Life," in which a linguist learns an alien language that reshapes her view of the world.
Chiang has the gift that lies at the heart of good science fiction: a human story, beautifully told, in which the
science is an expression of the deeper issues that the characters must confront. Full of remarkable ideas and
unforgettable moments, Stories of Your Life and Others is highly recommended. --Roz Genessee

From Publishers Weekly
Here's the first must-read SF book of the year. Chiang has acquired a massive reputation on the basis of very
few pieces of short fiction. This collection contains all six previously published tales, including the Nebula
Award-winning "Tower of Babylon," plus a new story, "Liking What You See: A Documentary." It's rare for
a writer to become so prominent so fast. In this case, though, the hype is deserved. Chiang has mastered an
extremely tricky type of SF story. He begins with a startling bit of oddity, then, as readers figure out what
part of the familiar world has been twisted, they realize that it was just a small part of a much larger structure
of marvelous, threatening strangeness. Reading a Chiang story means juggling multiple conceptions of what
is normal and right. Probably this kind of brain twisting can be done with such intensity only in shorter
lengths; if these stories were much longer, readers' heads might explode. Still, the most surprising thing is
how much feeling accompanies the intellectual exercises. Whether their initial subject is ancient Babylonians
building a tower that reaches the base of Heaven, translation of an alien language that shows a woman a new
way to view her life as a mother, or mass-producing golems in an alternative Victorian England, Chiang's
stories are audacious, challenging and moving. They resemble the work of a less metaphysical Philip K. Dick
or a Borges with more characterization and a grasp of cutting-edge science.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* A "what-if" question fuels each of Chiang's eight thought-provoking stories. "What if the
famed biblical skyscraper actually reached the 'vault of heaven'?" asks "Tower of Babylon," as it follows a
miner hired to tunnel through that vault all the way up and beyond. "What if genuinely alien aliens visited
Earth, and an earthling learned their conceptually different language?" is the engine of "Story of Your Life."
"What if an omnipotent Old Testament God and His angels visited Earth regularly, distributing blessings,
tribulations, and chastisements?" drives the grindingly ironic "Hell Is the Absence of God." "Understand"
answers the same question about artificially enhancing intelligence that Daniel Keyes' classic Flowers for
Algernon did, but the stakes are considerably higher. In fact, the stakes are high in all Chiang's stories, for
their social and existential implications concern him as much as their construction. These are stories to enjoy
for their form--one is the transcript of a radio or video documentary, another the response to a query from the
British science journal Nature. Also intriguing are their foundations--"Story of Your Life" and "Division by
Zero" extrapolate from a physical theorem and a mathematical equation, respectively. Finally, if Chiang
doesn't offer much rounded characterization and dynamic action, he puts the science back in science fiction--
brilliantly. Ray Olson
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Poston:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Arrival (Stories of Your Life
MTI) book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Mario Rice:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you
a lot of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
various ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Arrival (Stories of Your Life MTI), you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Edward Yung:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Arrival (Stories of Your Life MTI)
publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand
by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Arrival (Stories of Your Life
MTI) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't
evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Sarah Creamer:

Beside this Arrival (Stories of Your Life MTI) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Arrival
(Stories of Your Life MTI) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often
have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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