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The vast majority of books on Buddhism describe the Buddha using the word
enlightened, rather than awakened. This bias has resulted in Buddhism becoming
generally perceived as the eponymous religion of enlightenment.

Beyond Enlightenment is a sophisticated study of some of the underlying
assumptions involved in the study of Buddhism (especially, but not exclusively,
in the West). It investigates the tendency of most scholars to ground their study
of Buddhism in these particular assumptions about the Buddha’s enlightenment
and a particular understanding of religion, which is traced back through Western
orientalists to the Enlightenment and the Protestant Reformation.

Placing a distinct emphasis on Indian Buddhism, Richard Cohen adeptly creates a
work that will appeal to those with an interest in Buddhism and India and also
scholars of religion and history.
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Beyond Enlightenment is a sophisticated study of some of the underlying assumptions involved in the study
of Buddhism (especially, but not exclusively, in the West). It investigates the tendency of most scholars to
ground their study of Buddhism in these particular assumptions about the Buddha’s enlightenment and a
particular understanding of religion, which is traced back through Western orientalists to the Enlightenment
and the Protestant Reformation.

Placing a distinct emphasis on Indian Buddhism, Richard Cohen adeptly creates a work that will appeal to
those with an interest in Buddhism and India and also scholars of religion and history.
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Editorial Review

Review

'This book has ambitious scope, it explores and critiques Western notions of enlightenment that have
structured the study of Buddhism.'

 - Nayanjot Lahiri, Professor of History, Delhi University, India

About the Author

Richard S. Cohen is Associate Professor of South Asian Religious Literatures at the University of
California, San Diego. This is his first book, though he has published numerous articles in such venues as the
Journal of the American Academy of Religion and History of Religions. He is now working on a study of
Buddhism and counterculture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Morris Whitfield:

The book Beyond Enlightenment: Buddhism, Religion, Modernity (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing
like a book Beyond Enlightenment: Buddhism, Religion, Modernity (Routledge Critical Studies in
Buddhism)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Beyond
Enlightenment: Buddhism, Religion, Modernity (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism) has simple shape
but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

James Rogers:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Beyond
Enlightenment: Buddhism, Religion, Modernity (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need
in this era.



Larry Murray:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Beyond Enlightenment: Buddhism,
Religion, Modernity (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism) is simple to develop you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Arthur Fabry:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Beyond Enlightenment: Buddhism, Religion, Modernity (Routledge Critical Studies in
Buddhism) when you required it?
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