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Based on historical case studies in Chicago, John J. Betancur and Janet L. Smith
focus both the theoretical and practical explanations for why neighborhoods
change today. As the authors show, a diverse collection of people including
urban policy experts, elected officials, investors, resident leaders, institutions,
community-based organizations, and many others compete to control how
neighborhoods change and are characterized. Betancur and Smith argue that
neighborhoods have become sites of consumption and spaces to be consumed.
Discourse is used to add and subtract value from them. The romanticized image
of "the neighborhood" exaggerates or obscures race and class struggles while
celebrating diversity and income mixing. Scholars and policy makers must
reexamine what sustains this image and the power effects produced in order to
explain and govern urban space more equitably.
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Based on historical case studies in Chicago, John J. Betancur and Janet L. Smith focus both the theoretical
and practical explanations for why neighborhoods change today. As the authors show, a diverse collection of
people including urban policy experts, elected officials, investors, resident leaders, institutions, community-
based organizations, and many others compete to control how neighborhoods change and are characterized.
Betancur and Smith argue that neighborhoods have become sites of consumption and spaces to be consumed.
Discourse is used to add and subtract value from them. The romanticized image of "the neighborhood"
exaggerates or obscures race and class struggles while celebrating diversity and income mixing. Scholars and
policy makers must reexamine what sustains this image and the power effects produced in order to explain
and govern urban space more equitably.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book takes a fresh look behind the numerous social science representations of Chicago to reveal how
they actively shape neighborhoods as they are taken up by the public and private sectors . A definite must
read for urban scholars."
--Susan Saegert, The Graduate Center of the City University of New York
 

About the Author

John J. Betancur is a professor of urban planning and policy at the University of Illinois at Chicago. Janet L.
Smith is an associate professor of urban planning and policy at the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby McCabe:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Claiming Neighborhood: New
Ways of Understanding Urban Change as the daily resource information.

Mary Logsdon:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Claiming
Neighborhood: New Ways of Understanding Urban Change suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Claiming Neighborhood: New Ways of
Understanding Urban Changeis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever
know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the
core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Zachary Foushee:

The reason? Because this Claiming Neighborhood: New Ways of Understanding Urban Change is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with



the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the book store hurriedly.

Daniel Scott:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Claiming Neighborhood: New Ways of
Understanding Urban Change to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and
read it. Beside that the e-book Claiming Neighborhood: New Ways of Understanding Urban Change can to
be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these
time.
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