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Of the several works on the rise and development of the Babi movement,
especially those dealing with the life and work of its founder, Sayyid Ali
Muhammad Shirazi, few deal directly with the compelling and complex web of
mysticism, theology and philosophy found in his earliest compositions.

This book examines the Islamic roots of the Babi religion, (and by extension the
later Baha’i faith which developed out of it), through the Qur’anic commentaries
of the Bab and sheds light on its relationship to the wider religious milieu and its
profound debt to esoteric Islam, especially Shi'ism. Todd Lawson places the two
earliest writings of the Bab within the diverse contexts necessary to understand
them, in order to explain why these writings made sense to and inspired his
followers. He delves into the history of the tafsir (Qur’an commentary) genre of
Islamic scholarship, situates these early writings in the Akhbari, Sufi and most
importantly Shaykhi traditions of Islam. In the process, he identifies both the
continuities and discontinuities between these works and earlier works of Shi’i
tafsir, helping us appreciate significant elements of the Bab’s thought and claims.

Filling an important gap in the existing literature on the Babi movement, this
book will be of greatest interest to students and scholars of Qur'an commentary,
Mysticism, Shi'ism, the modern history of Iran and messianism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book is useful for readers interested in the esoteric and gnostic traditions of Shi?i Islam, in the Islamic
roots of Babism and in apocalyptic literature in general from a comparative perspective." Oliver Scharbrodt,
University College Cork, Ireland

About the Author

Todd Lawson is Associate Professor in the Department of Near and Middle Eastern Civilizations at the
University of Toronto. His research focuses on mystical Qur’anic exegesis, Islamic thought, Shi’ism and
Sufism, and he has written a number of books on Islamic thought and the Qur’an.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lindsey Gant:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Gnostic
Apocalypse and Islam: Qur'an, Exegesis, Messianism and the Literary Origins of the Babi Religion (Iranian
Studies) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Stanley Roman:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam: Qur'an, Exegesis,
Messianism and the Literary Origins of the Babi Religion (Iranian Studies) as the daily resource information.

Tyrone Knudson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam: Qur'an, Exegesis,



Messianism and the Literary Origins of the Babi Religion (Iranian Studies) can give you a lot of good friends
because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam: Qur'an, Exegesis, Messianism
and the Literary Origins of the Babi Religion (Iranian Studies).

Jeffrey Price:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Gnostic Apocalypse and
Islam: Qur'an, Exegesis, Messianism and the Literary Origins of the Babi Religion (Iranian Studies).
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