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Pulitzer Prize-winning author Richard Rhodes delivers aremarkable story of
science history: how aravishing film star and an avant-garde composer invented
spread-spectrum radio, the technology that made wireless phones, GPS systems,
and many other devices possible.

Beginning at a Hollywood dinner table, Hedy's Folly tells awild story of
innovation that culminatesin U.S. patent number 2,292,387 for a " secret
communication system." Along the way Rhodes weaves together Hollywood' s
golden era, the history of Vienna, 1920s Paris, weapons design, music, atutorial
on patent law and a brief treatise on transmission technology. Narrated with the
rigor and charisma we've come to expect of Rhodes, it is aremarkable narrative
adventure about spread-spectrum radio's genesis and unlikely amateur inventors
collaborating to change the world.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Amazon Best Books of the Month, December 2011: Hedwig (Hedy) Kiesler may be one of the greatest
unsung heroes of twentieth century technological progress. An opportunistic Austrian immigrant driven by
curiosity and a desire to make it as a Hollywood actress in the early years of World War |1, Hedy worked
with avant-garde composer George Antheil to create the technology that we depend upon today for cell
phones and GPS: frequency hopping. Though Richard Rhodes presents details about everyone involved in
the separate experiences that the two inventors drew upon to make their breakthrough in Hedy' s Fally, the
invention itself takes center stage, driving the remarkable story with precision. Rhodes skillfully weaves
together all the disparate parts of the story, from how Hedy learned about Nazi torpedoes to why George's
knowledge of player pianos was key to the invention, in order to create a highly readable genesis of the
technology that influences billions of lives every day. --Malissa Kent

Review
Praise for Richard Rhodes's Hedy’ s Fally:

"Fascinating. . . . mixes thorough techno research with Hollywood glam. . . . Rhodes drops quite a
bombshell."--USA Today

"A smart, strange and fascinating book."--Washington Post
"It'sto Mr. Rhodes's credit that he gently makes thisimplausible story plausible.”--New Y ork Times

"Unveilsthe inquisitive brain behind the beauty.... [It] reads at turns like a romance novel, patent law primer,
noir narrative and exercise in forensic psychology.” —Los Angeles Times

"Rhodes's talent is making the scientifically complex accessible to the proverbial lay reader with clarity and
without dumbing down the essentials of histopics."--The New Y ork Times Book Review

"[A] charming and remarkably seamless book."—Salon
"Fascinating . . . shows Hedy Lamarr to have been a secret weapon in more ways than one."—Newsweek

"Richard Rhodes is the perfect historian to describe the abilities of Hedy Lamarr and George Antheil as
scientists and inventors."--Larry McMurtry, Harper's Magazine

"Richard Rhodes's book should be celebrated: he showsthat even in the "information” age, thereisaway to
write about an American movie star that gives readers something new."--The New Republic

"Hedy Lamarr, glamorous Hollywood star. Hedy Lamarr, glamorous genius inventor.
That's the gist of Richard Rhodes Hedy's Folly . . . although, of course, it's far more complicated than that.
And far more fascinating."—Philadelphia Inquirer

"Hedy's Folly is areminder that neither time nor gravity can diminish the allure of a beautiful mind."--



Bloomberg Business Week

"Rhodes, who has written about everything from atomic power to sex to John James Audubon, is apparently
incapable of writing abad book and most of what he does is absolutely superior."--The Daily Beast

"A riveting narrative, propelled by the ambition and idiosyncrasies of the inventors at its core."--Science
News

"[A]n unusual and worthwhile read."—Washington Times
"[C]aptivating."—Boston Globe

"A focused glimpse into one actress' remarkable life, and the rare mix of war, patriotism and intellect that
fomented her unlikely invention."—Dallas Morning News

"Rhodes...manages to capture the sheer improbability of these unlikely Edisons."—Entertainment Weekly

"Rhodes puts Lamarr’ s inventive spirit into coherent context.... [His] book gives us the whole Hedy — a
closet geek in peacock feathers — and makes that mix believable."— Nature

"Riveting. . . . There' s enough technical and military history here to keep Rhodes' s hard-core fan base
satisfied. But the cultural history isjust asinteresting, and Rhodes tells both stories with a sure and supple
hand."—The New Y ork Observer

About the Author

RICHARD RHODES is most recently the author of The Twilight of the Bombs, the last volume in a quartet
about nuclear history. The first, The Making of the Atomic Bomb, won the Pulitzer Prize, a National Book
Award, and a National Book Ciritics Circle Award.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nathanael Ma:

With other case, little people like to read book Hedy's Folly: The Life and Breakthrough Inventions of Hedy
Lamarr, the Most Beautiful Woman in the World. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important the book Hedy's Folly: The Life and Breakthrough Inventions
of Hedy Lamarr, the Most Beautiful Woman in the World. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can
around the world with abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called
e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ronald Tanaka:

Here thing why this particular Hedy's Folly: The Life and Breakthrough Inventions of Hedy Lamarr, the



Most Beautiful Woman in the World are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
Hedy's Folly: The Life and Breakthrough Inventions of Hedy Lamarr, the Most Beautiful Woman in the
World giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but thereis
no book that similar with Hedy's Folly: The Life and Breakthrough Inventions of Hedy Lamarr, the Most
Beautiful Woman in the World. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technigue home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the published book maybe the form of Hedy's Folly: The Life and Breakthrough Inventions of
Hedy Lamarr, the Most Beautiful Woman in the World in e-book can be your choice.

Vivian Regan:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Hedy's Folly: The Life and Breakthrough Inventions of Hedy Lamarr, the Most
Beautiful Woman in the World book is readable smply by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Hedy's Folly: The Life and Breakthrough
Inventions of Hedy Lamarr, the Most Beautiful Woman in the World content conveys thinking easily to
understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
asit. So, do you even now thinking Hedy's Folly: The Life and Breakthrough Inventions of Hedy Lamarr,
the Most Beautiful Woman in the World is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Carole Arehart:

Beside this particular Hedy's Folly: The Life and Breakthrough Inventions of Hedy Lamarr, the Most
Beautiful Woman in the World in your phone, it may give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Hedy's Folly:
The Life and Breakthrough Inventions of Hedy Lamarr, the Most Beautiful Woman in the World because
this book offersto you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book aswell as read it from right now!
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