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In this fast-paced and lively account, Jim Lang asks -- and mostly answers -- the
questions that confront every new faculty member as well as those who dream of
becoming new faculty members: Will my students like me? Will my teaching
schedule allow me time to do research and write? Do | really want to spend the
rest of my life in this profession? |s anyone awake in the backrow? Lang narrates
the story of hisfirst year on the tenure track with wit and wisdom, detailing his
moments of confusion, frustration, and even elation -- in the classroom, at his
writing desk, during his office hours, in departmental meetings -- aswell ashis
insights into the lives and working conditions of faculty in higher education
today. Engaging and accessible, Life on the Tenure Track will delight and
enlighten faculty, graduate students, and administrators alike.
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Editorial Review
Review

"A beautifully written book, part memoir, part meditation, part user's manual ?all the parts held together by
the personality and reflections of the author who is by turns exuberant, anxious, triumphant, rueful, and
always immensely appealing. Anyone who has ever taught will find waiting on the pages of this book the
shock, and pleasure, of recognition.”

(Stanley Fish, University of Illinois at Chicago)

"With humor and pathos, Jm Lang tells a powerful story of hisfirst year as a college teacher, offering a
wealth of insights that will help graduate students and new faculty?and maybe even not-so-new faculty?earn
to survive and flourish as good teachers. | came away with arenewed appreciation of the very real challenges
and opportunities we face as educators.”

(Ken Bain, author of What the Best College Teachers Do)

"Jim Lang's account of the ups and downs of hisfirst year of college teaching make me wish | had taken
notes during my own first contact with the other side of the desk. That year was longer ago than | care to
mention, but | found it suddenly before me with avividnessthat | can only attribute to Lang's evocative

writing. "

(Dennis Baron, University of I1linois)

"May become the 'bible' for graduate students and new faculty. Lang's descriptions and analysis sparkle with
warmth, humor, goodwill, and honesty. | found myself rooting for him, and viewed him as a mentor, turning
the page looking for his very thoughtful advice. | would enthusiastically recommend this book to graduate
students, adjunct professors, tenure-track and tenured faculty, and administrators."

(Lynn Sacco, University of Tennessee)

"Jim Lang isagreat guide whose warm, honest, funny, and poignant book will give advice and comfort to all
panicked souls standing in front of a class for the first time, or wondering whether to speak at department
meetings with senior professors who seem to know everything.”

(Emily Toth, Ms. Mentor from the Chronicle of Higher Education)

"Lang is awonderfully engaging writer... he's obviously deeply committed to the craft of teaching and the
craft of writing."

(Dr. Erica Dreifus Adjunct Advocate)



"Faculty at all levelswill recognize their own experiences somewhere in this short, perceptive, and
ultimately entertaining account of academic life."

(Rebecca Manley Academic Matters)

"Lang demonstrates that there are many largely universal survival struggles and self-doubts which are shared
in common by most of us embarking on anew career in the academy."

(Alan E. Bayer Journal of Higher Education)

"Offersalively report on how it looks and fedls to shoot the academic rapids today."

(Mary Taylor Huber Change)

"I would not be surprised if [ Life on the Tenure Track] became one of the texts distributed by teaching and
learning centers to new assistant professors at orientation workshops. It would serve them well."

(Patricia Donahue College English)

"An interesting and accessible narrative."
(Mark Hulsether Teaching Theology and Religion)
Review

A beautifully written book, part memoir, part meditation, part user's manual—all the parts held together by
the personality and reflections of the author who is by turns exuberant, anxious, triumphant, rueful, and
aways immensely appealing. Anyone who has ever taught will find waiting on the pages of this book the
shock, and pleasure, of recognition.

(Stanley Fish, University of Illinois at Chicago 2005)

With humor and pathos, Jim Lang tells a powerful story of hisfirst year as a college teacher, offering a
wealth of insights that will help graduate students and new faculty—and maybe even not-so-new
faculty—Iearn to survive and flourish as good teachers. | came away with a renewed appreciation of the very
real challenges and opportunities we face as educators.

(Ken Bain, author of What the Best College Teachers Do 2006)
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(Dennis Baron, University of Illinois 2006)
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the page looking for his very thoughtful advice. | would enthusiastically recommend this book to graduate
students, adjunct professors, tenure-track and tenured faculty, and administrators.

(Lynn Sacco, University of Tennessee 2007)

Jim Lang is agreat guide whose warm, honest, funny, and poignant book will give advice and comfort to all
panicked souls standing in front of a class for the first time, or wondering whether to speak at department
meetings with senior professors who seem to know everything.

(Emily Toth, Ms. Mentor from the Chronicle of Higher Education 2007)

Lang is awonderfully engaging writer... he's obviously deeply committed to the craft of teaching and the
craft of writing.

(Dr. Erica Dreifus Adjunct Advocate )

Faculty at al levelswill recognize their own experiences somewhere in this short, perceptive, and ultimately
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in common by most of us embarking on a new career in the academy.

(Alan E. Bayer Journal of Higher Education )
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(Mary Taylor Huber Change)

| would not be surprised if [ Life on the Tenure Track] became one of the texts distributed by teaching and
learning centers to new assistant professors at orientation workshops. It would serve them well.

(Patricia Donahue College English)

An interesting and accessible narrative.
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A beautifully written book, part memoir, part meditation, part user's manual—all the parts held together by
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shock, and pleasure, of recognition.

(Stanley Fish, University of Illinois at Chicago)
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Enders:

Here thing why this kind of Life on the Tenure Track are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
looking at abook is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty
asfood or not. Life on the Tenure Track giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Life on the Tenure Track. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Life on the
Tenure Track in e-book can be your choice.

Loretta Faria:

The book with title Life on the Tenure Track includes alot of information that you can understand it. You
can get alot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the internationalization.
Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Levi Ryan:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Life on the Tenure Track that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wantsto possibly be
success person. So, for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Life
on the Tenure Track become your own starter.

Daphne Jones:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Life on the Tenure Track which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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