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This book documents the history of Tamil cinema, one of the most colossal film
industries in the world, and studies the major studios of Madras, the largest
outside classical Hollywood in the private sector.

It engages with five major studios of Madras Modern Theatres, AVM, Gemini,
Vijaya-Vauhini, and Prasad through the origins of their founders, and explicates
how their history influenced the narratives, genre, and ideology of the canonical
films made in Madras studios, arguing for their lasting influence on Tamil
cinema.

Based on rare primary and secondary materials, and oral history, this book
engages with Tamil cinema at the intersection of its industrial, cultural, and
socio-political history to argue for its specificity in terms of its aesthetics and its
belief in the potential of the medium to mobilize audiences for ideology, politics,
and reflexivity.
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This book documents the history of Tamil cinema, one of the most colossal film industries in the world, and
studies the major studios of Madras, the largest outside classical Hollywood in the private sector.

It engages with five major studios of Madras Modern Theatres, AVM, Gemini, Vijaya-Vauhini, and Prasad
through the origins of their founders, and explicates how their history influenced the narratives, genre, and
ideology of the canonical films made in Madras studios, arguing for their lasting influence on Tamil cinema.

Based on rare primary and secondary materials, and oral history, this book engages with Tamil cinema at the
intersection of its industrial, cultural, and socio-political history to argue for its specificity in terms of its
aesthetics and its belief in the potential of the medium to mobilize audiences for ideology, politics, and
reflexivity.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Brace yourself for a ringside view of Madras studios! Original in its conception and elegant in execution …
this book will emerge as a standard bearer for scholarship on cinema studios.…”

(Lalitha Gopalan)

“What I find even more compelling is the way [the author] links the films of the major studios with
contemporary Tamil cinema to provocatively argue for the affect of the genocide in neighboring Sri Lanka
on the Tamil psyche.”

(S. Theodore Baskaran)

This book is a necessary read for anyone who wishes to understand not just Tamil cinema but the politics and
culture which shaped it. 

(Venkatesh Chakravarthy)

About the Author

Swarnavel Eswaran Pillai, PhD, is assistant professor in the English, and Media and Information
Departments at Michigan State University.

He is a graduate of the premier film school in Asia, The Film and Television Institute of India, and is an
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He earned his doctoral degree in film studies from the prestigious University of Iowa, and his research areas
include the history, theory, and production of documentaries and experimental films, and the specificity of
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His recent publications include the book Cinema: Sattagamum Saalaramum (Cinema: Frame and a Window)
(2012), an anthology of scholarly essays in Tamil on documentaries and experimental films, and the essays
1970s Tamil Cinema and the Post-Classical Turn (2014), and Mirugavidusagam: Theatre of the Body, Ritual,
and Land (2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Elliot Weber:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Madras Studios: Narrative, Genre, and Ideology in Tamil Cinema book is readable
simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
involving Madras Studios: Narrative, Genre, and Ideology in Tamil Cinema content conveys objective easily
to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Madras Studios: Narrative, Genre, and Ideology in Tamil
Cinema is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Verna Riddle:

The guide with title Madras Studios: Narrative, Genre, and Ideology in Tamil Cinema posesses a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Stephen Comerford:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Madras Studios: Narrative, Genre, and Ideology in Tamil Cinema can make you
experience more interested to read.

Maria Forshee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra
Madras Studios: Narrative, Genre, and Ideology in Tamil Cinema.
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