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Over the years, pragmatics - the study of the use and meaning of utterances to
their situations - has become a more and more important branch of linguistics, as
the inadequacies of a purely formalist, abstract approach to the study of language
have become more evident. This book presents a rhetorical model of pragmatics:
that is, a model which studies linguistic communication in terms of
communicative goals and principles of 'good communicative behaviour'.

In this respect, Geoffrey Leech argues for a rapprochement between linguistics
and the traditional discipline of rhetoric. He does not reject the Chomskvan
revolution of linguistics, but rather maintains that the language system in the
abstract - i.e. the 'grammar' broadly in Chomsky's sense - must be studied in
relation to a fully developed theory of language use. There is therefore a division
of labour between grammar and rhetoric, or (in the study of meaning) between
semantics and pragmatics.

The book's main focus is thus on the development of a model of pragmatics
within an overall functional model of language. In this it builds on the speech
avct theory of Austin and Searle, and the theory of conversational implicature of
Grice, but at the same time enlarges pragmatics to include politeness, irony,
phatic communion, and other social principles of linguistic behaviour.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Geoffrey Leech was Professor of Linguistics and Modern English Language at Lancaster University from
1974 to 1996. He then became Research Professor in English Linguistics. He has been Emeritus Professor in
the Department of Linguistics and Modern English Language, Lancaster University, since 2002.

He has written, co-authored or co-edited 25 books in the areas of English grammar, literary stylistics,
semantics, computational linguistics, corpus linguistics and pragmatics. They include:

"English in Advertising: A Linguistic Study of Advertising in Great Britain" (1966); "A Linguistic Guide to
English Poetry" (1969); "Meaning and the English Verb "(1971, 2nd ed. 1987, 3rd ed. in preparation); "A
Communicative Grammar of English "(with J. Svartvik) (1975, 2nd edn. 1994, 3rd edn. 2002); "Style in
Fiction: A Linguistic Introduction to English Fictional Prose" (with M. Short) (1981); "Principles of
Pragmatics" (1983); "A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language "(with R. Quirk, S. Greenbaum
and J. Svartvik) (1985); "Spoken English on Computer: Transcription, Mark-up and Application" (ed. with
G. Myers and J. Thomas) (1995); "Corpus Annotation: Linguistic Information from Computer Text Corpora"
(ed. with R. Garside and T. McEnery) (1997); "Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written English" (with D.
Biber, S. Johansson, S. Conrad and E. Finegan) (1999); "Word Frequencies in Written and Spoken English:
based on the British National Corpus "(with P. Rayson and A. Wilson) (2001); "Longman Student Grammar
of Spoken and Written English "(with D. Biber and S. Conrad) (2002)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Therese McGaha:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Principles of Pragmatics (Longman Linguistics Library).
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
some sort of book Principles of Pragmatics (Longman Linguistics Library). You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Harry Oliver:

The feeling that you get from Principles of Pragmatics (Longman Linguistics Library) could be the more
deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Principles of Pragmatics (Longman Linguistics Library)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this



kind of Principles of Pragmatics (Longman Linguistics Library) instantly.

Matthew Ramey:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Principles of Pragmatics
(Longman Linguistics Library) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Principles of Pragmatics (Longman Linguistics
Library) become your starter.

Barbara Hall:

Beside this particular Principles of Pragmatics (Longman Linguistics Library) in your phone, it may give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Principles of Pragmatics (Longman Linguistics Library) because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this
book and read it from today!
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