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Robotics is a key technology in the modern world, a well-established part of
manufacturing and warehouse automation, assembling cars or washing machines,
or moving goods to and from storage racks for Internet mail order. Robots have
taken their first steps into homes and hospitals, and have seen spectacular success
in planetary exploration. Yet despite these successes, robots have failed to live up
to the predictions of the 1950s and 60s, when it was widely thought--by scientists
as well as the public--that we would have, by now, intelligent robots as butlers,
companions, or co-workers. This Very Short Introduction explains how it is that
robotics can be both a success story and a disappointment, and how robots can be
both ordinary and remarkable. Alan Winfield introduces the subject by looking at
the parts that together make a robot. Not surprisingly, these parts each have a
biological equivalent: a robot's camera is like an animal's eyes, a robot's
microcomputer is equivalent to an animal's brain, and so on. By introducing
robots in this way this book builds a conceptual, non-technical picture of what a
robot is, how it works, and how "intelligent" it is.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Alan Winfield is Professor of Electronic Engineering and Director of the Science Communication Unit at
the University of the West of England, Bristol. He conducts research in swarm robotics in the Bristol
Robotics Laboratory and is especially interested in robots as working models of life, evolution, intelligence,
and culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lyman Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Robotics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions).

Scott Marin:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Robotics: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suited book with you?

Arthur Mead:

The book with title Robotics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contains a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.



Jill Lee:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Robotics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Robotics: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So
, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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