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With the CIA at the core of the war on terror, no agency is as important to
preserving America's freedom. Y et the CIA is aclosed and secretive world-
impenetrable to generations of journalists-and few Americans know what really
goes on among the spy masters who plot America's worldwide campaign against
terrorists.

Only Ronald Kessler, an award-winning former Washington Post and Wall Street
Journal investigative reporter, could have gained the unprecedented access to tell
the story. Kesdler interviewed fifty current CIA officers, including al the
agency's top officias, and toured areas of the CIA the media has never seen. The
agency actively encouraged retired CIA officers and officials to talk with him as
well. In six years as director, George J. Tenet has never appeared on TV shows
and has given only a handful of print interviews, all before 9/11, but Tenet agreed
to be interviewed by Kessler for this book. He spoke candidly and passionately
about the events of 9/11, the war on terror, the agency's intelligence on Irag, and
the controversies surrounding the agency.

The CIA at War tellsthe inside story of how Tenet, a son of Greek immigrants,
turned around the CIA from a pathetic, risk averse outfit to one that has rolled up
3,000 terrorists since 9/11, was critically important to winning in Afghanistan
and Irag, and now killsterrorists with its Predator drone aircraft.

The book portrays Tenet as atrue American hero, one who overcame every kind
of Washington obstacle and the destructive actions of previous director John
Deutch to make the agency a success. As Tenet said in arecent speech,
"Nowhere in the world could the son of an immigrant stand before you as the
director of Central Intelligence. Thisis simply the greatest country on the face of
the earth.”

The CIA at War discloses highly sensitive information about the CIA's
unorthodox methods and its stunning successes and shocking failures. The book
explores whether the CIA can be trusted, whether its intelligence is politicized,
and whether it is capable of winning the war on terror. In doing so, the book


http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0312319339
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0312319339
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0312319339

weaves in the history of the CIA and how it really works. It is the definitive
account of the agency.

From the CIA'sintelligence failure of 9/11 to its critical role in preventing further

attacks, The CIA at War tells ariveting, unique story about a secretive, powerful
agency and its confrontation with global terrorism.
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With the CIA at the core of the war on terror, no agency is asimportant to preserving America's freedom.
Y et the CIA is aclosed and secretive world-impenetrable to generations of journalists-and few Americans
know what really goes on among the spy masters who plot America's worldwide campaign against terrorists.

Only Ronald Kessler, an award-winning former Washington Post and Wall Street Journal investigative
reporter, could have gained the unprecedented access to tell the story. Kesdler interviewed fifty current CIA
officers, including all the agency's top officials, and toured areas of the CIA the media has never seen. The
agency actively encouraged retired CIA officers and officialsto talk with him aswell. In six years as
director, George J. Tenet has never appeared on TV shows and has given only a handful of print interviews,
al before 9/11, but Tenet agreed to be interviewed by Kesder for this book. He spoke candidly and
passionately about the events of 9/11, the war on terror, the agency'sintelligence on Irag, and the
controversies surrounding the agency.

The CIA at War tellsthe inside story of how Tenet, a son of Greek immigrants, turned around the CIA from a
pathetic, risk averse outfit to one that has rolled up 3,000 terrorists since 9/11, was critically important to
winning in Afghanistan and Irag, and now kills terrorists with its Predator drone aircraft.

The book portrays Tenet as atrue American hero, one who overcame every kind of Washington obstacle and
the destructive actions of previous director John Deutch to make the agency a success. As Tenet saidin a
recent speech, "Nowhere in the world could the son of an immigrant stand before you as the director of
Central Intelligence. Thisis simply the greatest country on the face of the earth."

The CIA at War discloses highly sensitive information about the CIA's unorthodox methods and its stunning
successes and shocking failures. The book explores whether the CIA can be trusted, whether its intelligence
is politicized, and whether it is capable of winning the war on terror. In doing so, the book weavesin the
history of the CIA and how it really works. It is the definitive account of the agency.

From the CIA'sintelligence failure of 9/11 to its critical role in preventing further attacks, The CIA at War
tellsariveting, unique story about a secretive, powerful agency and its confrontation with global terrorism.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The war on terror is asideshow to the larger struggle for the ClIA's soul in thisilluminating but partisan

book. Investigative journalist Kessler gives awarts-and-all account of the CIA's checkered past up to the
despondent 1990s, when the demise of Communism, official disparagement of human intelligence-gathering
in favor of high-tech spying, and humiliations like the Aldrich Ames spy case, |eft the agency rudderless and
demoralized. Kessler ties these lapses to a dysfunctional institutional culture that oscillated, he says, between
paranoia and slackness, bureaucratic sclerosis and "cowboy" adventurism, and arrogant unaccountability and
prissy human rights regulations. Kesder gives an absorbing and critical, if somewhat rambling, history of the
agency and its problems, based on extensive interviews with past and present CIA officials and leavened
with intriguing secret-agent lore. But when current CIA director George Tenet-a "gracious' and "poalitically
savvy" leader whose "integrity and outspokenness' started a "healing process' that made the agency
"focused, aggressive and effective"-arrives on the scene, Kessler's objectivity departs. He dismisses
criticisms of the CIA's pre-Sept. 11 performance and the controversy over intelligence claims about Iraq
(Tenet, he huffs, "would never tolerate any attempts to influence the CIA's conclusions'). Instead, Kessler
extols the agency's successes in "rolling up" terrorists and laying the clandestine groundwork for the invasion
of Irag, while downplaying awkward loose threads like the failure to find the weapons of mass destruction
the CIA insisted werein Irag. Kessler's uncritical endorsement of Tenet-and of President Bush, another
"focused" leader who "gets' intelligence, unlike the inattentive Clinton-lacks the insight displayed in the rest
of the book. Photos.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Kesder takes us from the formation of the CIA as an outgrowth of World War 11 OSS intelligence activities,
when most agents were East Coast Ivy League dlites focused on cold war scrimmages, through the current
war on terror, where the enemy is often unknown and the agency elite are somewhat more diverse. Through
numerous interviews with both agents and operatives, Kessler brings to life aworld generally described only
in fiction. While providing special insight into CIA successes associated with the post-9/11 war on terror,
Kessler aso portrays a demoralized agency that lost popular and political support because of itsinability to
detect traitors within its own ranks. This historically secretive and powerful agency has adjusted to modern
warfare by integrating intelligence gathering with field operations. Kessler had unprecedented accessto the
agency, which isreflected in his up-to-date commentary on the war and administration policy. Vernon Ford
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“Colorful and fascinating . . . Kessler's sobering report . . . will come as a surprise to most readers--and
possibly even Washington insiders . . . Chilling.” ?The Washington Post Book World

“A compelling and timely exposition of the real FBI. Kessler's fresh information and command of the facts .
.. rings with authority.” ?The Los Angeles Times Book Review

“An assiduous journalist, Kessler has written numerous books about behind-the-scenes stories at the national
security agencies. His reportage on the abuse of office perks by ex-FBI director William Sessions, for
example, precipitated Sessions' exit in 1993. His latest book is a history of the FBI sinceits origin in 1908
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and is structured around directors tenures . . . Kessler's access to reliable sources resultsin arichly detailed
overview.” ?Gilbert Taylor, Booklist

Users Review
From reader reviews:
LavelleHildreth:

The book The CIA at War: Inside the Secret Campaign Against Terror can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave agood thing like a
book The CIA at War: Inside the Secret Campaign Against Terror? A number of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you are able to share al of these. Book The CIA at War: Inside the Secret Campaign Against Terror has
simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the
enormous world by start and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Anna Thompson:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you alot
of new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The CIA at War: Inside the Secret Campaign Against Terror, you could tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
reserve.

Aubrey Newsome:

Beside thiskind of The CIA at War: Inside the Secret Campaign Against Terror in your phone, it may give
you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have The CIA at War: Inside the Secret Campaign Against Terror because this book offersto you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from
right now!

Dora Champagne:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will getitine-
book way, more simple and reachable. That The CIA at War: Inside the Secret Campaign Against Terror can



giveyou alot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. Thiskind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great people. So, why hesitate? Let us have The CIA at War: Inside the Secret
Campaign Against Terror.

Download and Read Online The CIA at War: Inside the Secr et
Campaign Against Terror By Ronald Kessler #BOMLAKEJXVC



Read The CIA at War: Insidethe Secret Campaign Against Terror
By Ronald Kessler for online ebook

The CIA at War: Inside the Secret Campaign Against Terror By Ronald Kessler Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top booksto read The CIA at War: Inside the Secret Campaign Against Terror By Ronald Kessler
books to read online.

Online The CIA at War: Insidethe Secret Campaign Against Terror By Ronald
Kesser ebook PDF download

The CIA at War: Inside the Secret Campaign Against Terror By Ronald Kessler Doc
TheCIA at War: Insidethe Secret Campaign Against Terror By Ronald Kessler M obipocket

The CIA at War: Insidethe Secret Campaign Against Terror By Ronald Kessler EPub



