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A truly useful introduction to the Syriac language is a rare find. Honed by years
of personal experience with the language, George Kiraz's introduction to the
ancient language of the Christian church speaks with clarity and authority. This
fruitful integration of scholarly introduction and practical application provides a
primer that is more than a simple grammar or syntactic introduction to the
language. Written in a style designed for beginners, Kiraz avoids technical
language and strives for a reader-friendly inductive approach. The letters are
introduced a few at a time and are reviewed in a way that reinforces their
identity. Students are next introduced to the concepts of gender, number, and
tense as well as how they appear in Syriac. The often troubling prefixes and
suffixes of the language are lucidly explained, and readings from actual Syriac
texts allow the student to experience the language first hand. Various genres and
literary forms are introduced in this section. Bonus words are added at each stage
to build an effective vocabulary as the reader works through the lessons. Next the
grammar proper is introduced with the phonology and parts of speech of the
language. Both Estrangelo and the East Syriac scripts are presented in a separate
chapter, in order to avoid confusion. Unlike most grammars, the primer includes
a practical chapter on how to use Syriac dictionaries, read manuscripts, and type
Syriac on the computer using Meltho. A section on reading Garshuni, Syriac
written in Arabic script, rounds out the main text. Appendices of the verbal
paradigms make this very practical introduction a must-have for any beginner in
Syriac. Glossaries of grammatical terms and Syriac-English comparisons make
this book ideal for a textbook in beginning Syriac. The book comes with
downloadable material so that readers may listen to all reading sentences and text
passages in the book.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

George A. Kiraz is the founder and director of Beth Mardutho: The Syriac Institute, and the president of
Gorgias Press. He earned an MSt in Syriac Studies from Oxford University, and an MPhil and PhD from
Cambridge University. He has an extensive list of publications in Syriac studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eva Dawson:

This The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The Syriac Language (Gorgias Handbooks) book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this
book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to
The Syriac Language (Gorgias Handbooks) without we know teach the one who examining it become critical
in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The
Syriac Language (Gorgias Handbooks) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This The New Syriac
Primer: An Introduction to The Syriac Language (Gorgias Handbooks) having great arrangement in word
and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Lenora Hungate:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to
The Syriac Language (Gorgias Handbooks), you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Thomas Palmer:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time
to be learn. The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The Syriac Language (Gorgias Handbooks) can be
your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.



Tasha Banda:

The book untitled The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The Syriac Language (Gorgias Handbooks)
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple
to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by
famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
read.
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