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THE RIDDLE OF LATIN AMERICA explores the promise and paradox of Latin
America in a novel way by giving equal weight to the colonial and national
periods. This is essential because in Latin America colonialism started early and
independence came late. The aim of this book is to provide unfamiliar readers
with a more balanced, interpretive view of Latin America's long and complex
history by identifying key patterns and trends and tracing them across time and
space. Within chapters THE RIDDLE OF LATIN AMERICA takes a regional
rather than country-by-country approach, treating, for example, the Greater
Caribbean, Mexico and Central America, the Andes, the Southern Cone, and
Brazil.
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Editorial Review

Review
Introduction: The Promise of Latin America Part I: WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE (1450-1550). 1. Native
American Trajectories. 2. An Emerging Atlantic World. 3. The Riddle of Conquest. Part II: COLONIAL
COMPROMISES (1550-1740). 4. Plunder and Production. 5. The Battle for Orthodoxy. 6. Daily Life in City
and Country. Part III: BREAKING AWAY (1740-1850). 7. War and Peace in the Late Colonies. 8. The
Wars of Independence. 9. Colonial Continuities in the Early Republics. Part IV: NEW NATIONS AND
THEIR CITIZENS (1850-1910). 10. Liberals, Conservatives, and Capitalists. 11. Exports and
Underdevelopment. 12. Rural Majorities and Unconquered Frontiers. Part V: REORIENTATIONS AND
REACTIONS (1910-2010). 13. Revolution, Reform, and Foreign Intervention. 14. Authoritarianism and its
Discontents. 15. Democracy, Urban Life, and Neoliberalism. Conclusion: The Paradox of Latin America.

About the Author
Kris Lane received his B.A. in History and Latin American Studies from the University of Colorado,
Boulder, in 1991, and his Ph.D in History from the University of Minnesota in 1996. Lane specializes in
Colonial Latin American history, focusing mostly on mining in the Andes Mountains of South America.
Lane's books include PILLAGING THE EMPIRE: PIRACY IN THE AMERICAS, 1500-1750 (1998) and
QUITO, 1599: CITY & COLONY IN TRANSITION (2002). He also edited Bernardo de Vargas
MACHUCA'S INDIAN MILITIA AND DESCRIPTION OF THE INDIES (2008) and DEFENSE OF THE
WESTERN CONQUESTS (2009). Lane has also published articles on piracy, slavery, gold mining,
headhunting, and witchcraft in colonial Ecuador and Colombia. His new book, COLOR OF PARADISE:
COLOMBIAN EMERALDS IN THE AGE OF GUNPOWDER EMPIRES, is due out in 2010.

Matthew Restall is the Edwin Erle Sparks Professor of Colonial Latin American History, Anthropology and
Women's Studies at Penn State University at University Park. He is also the co-director of "LiLACS" and
Director of Latin American Studies, a member of the Committee for Early Modern Studies, the editor of
"Ethnohistory Journal", and the series editor for "Latin American Originals". Restall's area of specialization
resides in colonial Yucatan, Mexico, Maya history, the Spanish Conquest, and Africans in Spanish America.
During the 1990s, his research focused on studying the Mayas of Yucatan through sources written in the
Yucatec Maya language between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries--this work culminated in THE
MAYA WORLD (1997) and MAYA CONQUISTADOR (1998). His research on the Conquest has been
published as SEVEN MYTHS OF THE SPANISH CONQUEST (2003), and Invading Guatemala (2007).
More recently, he received NEH and Guggenheim fellowships to study people of African descent in Mexico
and Yucatan, and his book, THE BLACK MIDDLE: AFRICANS, MAYAS, AND SPANIARDS IN
COLONIAL YUCATAN published in June of 2009.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Lewis:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one



together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Riddle of Latin America is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Joel Jones:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Riddle of Latin America, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Lane James:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be go through.
The Riddle of Latin America can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short spare
time problems.

Arthur Bailey:

The book untitled The Riddle of Latin America contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the
new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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