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Now revised, The Story of English is the first book to tell the whole story of the
English language. Originally paired with a major PBS miniseries, this book
presents a stimulating and comprehensive record of spoken and written
English—from its Anglo-Saxon origins some two thousand years ago to the
present day, when English is the dominant language of commerce and culture
with more than one billion English speakers around the world. From Cockney,
Scouse, and Scots to Gulla, Singlish, Franglais, and the latest African American
slang, this sweeping history of the English language is the essential introduction
for anyone who wants to know more about our common tongue.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
A tie-in for a nine-part television series to be broadcast over PBS beginning in September, this is a wide-
ranging account of the travels and changes of the English tongue from its beginnings to tomorrow, from
England to America to Australia to Africa and India and the Pacific. Despite an occasionally perceptible
British bias, the authors have tried hard to paint a colorful, vivid picture of the many faces and varieties of
English. The text is never dull, but is enlivened by innumerable examples and by interviews with
representative individuals: a minister in Scotland, a couple from the Appalachians, a storekeeper in
Newfoundland, a Philadelphia shoeshine man, a cockney fruitseller, an Australian farm family, the president
of Sierra Leone, a writing professor in India. A readable book that all public libraries should have. BOMC
alternate. Catherine V. von Schon, SUNY, Stony Brook
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Highly enjoyable...A first-rate introduction to one of the most fascinating of subjects." —The New York
Times

"Rarely has the English language been scanned so brightly and broadly in a single volume." —The San
Francisco Chronicle

About the Author
Robert McCrum is the author of six novels and My Year Off: Rediscovering Life After a Stroke. Now
literary editor of The Observer, he is working on an authorized biography of P. G. Wodehouse.

Robert MacNeil was the co-anchor of PBS's The MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour. His books include two
volumes of memoirs and three novels including his latest, Breaking News.

William Cran is the executive producer for the television series The Story of English.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jaleesa Greenwood:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the publication untitled The Story of English: Third Revised Edition can be fine book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.



James Lightle:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Story of English: Third Revised
Edition e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Story of English:
Third Revised Edition as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that
can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Karyn Turner:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this The Story of English: Third Revised Edition can make you really feel more interested to read.

Willie Navarro:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Story of English:
Third Revised Edition.
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