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Claude Levi-Strauss’s fascination with Northwest Coast Indian art dates back to
the late 1930s. “Sometime before the outbreak of the Second World War,” he
writes, “I had already bought in Paris a Haida slate panel pipe.” In New York in
the early forties, he shared his enthusiasm with a group of Surrealist refugee
artists with whom he was associated. “Surely it will not be long,” he wrote in an
article published in 1943, “before we see the collections from this part of the
world moved from ethnographic to fine arts museums to take their just place
amidst the antiquities of Egypt of Persia and the works of medieval Europe. For
this art is not unequal to the greatest, and, in the course of the century and a half
of its history that is known to us, it has shown evidence of a superior diversity
and has demonstrated apparently inexhaustible talents for renewal.”

In The Way of the Masks, first published more than thirty years later, he returned
to this material, seeking to unravel a persistent problem that he associated with a
particular mask, the Swaihwe, which is found among certain tribes of coastal
British Columbia. This book, now available for the first time in an English
translation, is a vivid, audacious illustration of Levi-Strauss’s provocative
structural approach to tribal art and culture.

Bringing to bear on the Swaihwe masks his theory that mythical representations
cannot be understood as isolated objects, Levi-Strausss began to look for links
among them, as well as relationships between these and other types of masks and
myths, treating them all as parts of a dialogue that has been going on for
generations among neighboring tribes. The wider system that emerges form his
investigation uncovers the association of the masks with Northwest coppers and
with hereditary status and wealth, and takes the reader as far north as the Dene of
Alaska, as far south as the Yurok of northern California, and as far away in time
and space as medieval Europe. As one reader said of this book, “It will be
controversial, as his work always is, and it will stimulate more scholarship on the
Northwest Coast than any other single book that I can think of.”
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Claude Levi-Strauss’s fascination with Northwest Coast Indian art dates back to the late 1930s. “Sometime
before the outbreak of the Second World War,” he writes, “I had already bought in Paris a Haida slate panel
pipe.” In New York in the early forties, he shared his enthusiasm with a group of Surrealist refugee artists
with whom he was associated. “Surely it will not be long,” he wrote in an article published in 1943, “before
we see the collections from this part of the world moved from ethnographic to fine arts museums to take their
just place amidst the antiquities of Egypt of Persia and the works of medieval Europe. For this art is not
unequal to the greatest, and, in the course of the century and a half of its history that is known to us, it has
shown evidence of a superior diversity and has demonstrated apparently inexhaustible talents for renewal.”

In The Way of the Masks, first published more than thirty years later, he returned to this material, seeking to
unravel a persistent problem that he associated with a particular mask, the Swaihwe, which is found among
certain tribes of coastal British Columbia. This book, now available for the first time in an English
translation, is a vivid, audacious illustration of Levi-Strauss’s provocative structural approach to tribal art
and culture.

Bringing to bear on the Swaihwe masks his theory that mythical representations cannot be understood as
isolated objects, Levi-Strausss began to look for links among them, as well as relationships between these
and other types of masks and myths, treating them all as parts of a dialogue that has been going on for
generations among neighboring tribes. The wider system that emerges form his investigation uncovers the
association of the masks with Northwest coppers and with hereditary status and wealth, and takes the reader
as far north as the Dene of Alaska, as far south as the Yurok of northern California, and as far away in time
and space as medieval Europe. As one reader said of this book, “It will be controversial, as his work always
is, and it will stimulate more scholarship on the Northwest Coast than any other single book that I can think
of.”
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
"This exploration of what the author perceives as the collective mind will appeal to students of both art and
anthropology," wrote PW of Levi-Strauss's study of the colorful Swaihwe tribal masks and their societal and
cross-cultural significance to the natives of British Columbia. Photos.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
With this book, Claude Levi-Strauss brings his continuing demonstrations of how the collective mind works
to some of the richest problems of Northwest Coast scholarship ... Working essentially with what happens at
the borders of many Northwest Coast cultures, rather than almost exclusively from within one or two of
them, Levi-Strauss has brought a unique and welcome coherence to our scholarship.
- BC Studies

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

This The Way of the Masks usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason
of this The Way of the Masks can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Way of the Masks giving you an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

David Hoag:

The reserve untitled The Way of the Masks is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The
Way of the Masks from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Patricia Sax:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Way of the Masks reserve written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who



also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The Way of the Masks as good book but not only by
the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal
with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Raymond Jackson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Way of the Masks.
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