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When the late Spiro Kostof's A History of Architecture appeared in 1985, it was
universally hailed as a masterpiece--one of the finest books on architecture ever
written. Now, updated and expanded, this classic reference continues to bring to
readers the full array of civilization's architectural achievements.

Insightful, engagingly written and graced with close to a thousand superb
illustrations, the Second Edition of this extraordinary volume offers a sweeping
narrative that examines architecture as it reflects the social, economic, and
technological aspects of human history. The scope of the book is astonishing.
Kostof examines a surprisingly wide variety of man-made structures. prehistoric
huts and the TV A, the pyramids of Giza and the Rome railway station, the
ziggurat and the department store. Kostof considered every building worthy of
attention, every structure a potential source of insight, whether it be prehistoric
hunting camps at Terra Amata, or the caves at Lascaux with their magnificent
paintings, or atwenty-story hotel on the Las Vegas Strip.
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When the late Spiro Kostof's A History of Architecture appeared in 1985, it was universally hailed as a
masterpiece--one of the finest books on architecture ever written. Now, updated and expanded, this classic
reference continues to bring to readers the full array of civilization's architectural achievements.

Insightful, engagingly written and graced with close to athousand superb illustrations, the Second Edition of
this extraordinary volume offers a sweeping narrative that examines architecture as it reflects the social,
economic, and technol ogical aspects of human history. The scope of the book is astonishing. Kostof
examines a surprisingly wide variety of man-made structures: prehistoric huts and the TV A, the pyramids of
Gizaand the Rome railway station, the ziggurat and the department store. Kostof considered every building
worthy of attention, every structure a potential source of insight, whether it be prehistoric hunting camps at
Terra Amata, or the caves at Lascaux with their magnificent paintings, or atwenty-story hotel on the Las
Vegas Strip.
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Editorial Review
Review

Praise for the previous edition:

"A magnificent guided tour through mankind's architecture....This splendid book is that rara avis, atreat for
any reader and a first-rate textbook on the subject.”--The New York Times Book Review

From the Back Cover

Pulls together the work of a multitude of scholarsinto aworkable synthesis that will be of value to college
students who are just becoming acquainted with the area of study...Kostof has achieved a synthesis of sound
scholarship, up-to-date interpretation, and excellent analysis for which he and his publisher are to be
congratulated.

About the Author

Spiro Kostof was Professor of Architectural History at the University of Californiaat Berkeley, and was a
former president of the Society of Architectural Historians. Greg Castillo was Kostof's research assistant and
literary executor.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brian Roberts:

The book A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book A History of
Architecture: Settings and Rituals to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like
wide open and read a guide A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals. Kinds of book are alot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Jeannette Coleman:

This A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you
will get. Thiskind of A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals without we understand teach the one
who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry A History of Architecture:



Settings and Rituals can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A History of Architecture:
Settings and Rituals having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Gabriel Reyes:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading books. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have
read is definitely A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals.

Sheila Searcy:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals why
because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading sixth sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.
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