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An award-winning debut novel from a stellar new voice in middle grade fiction.

Matt Pin would like to forget: war torn Vietnam, bombs that fell like dead crows,
and the terrible secret he left behind. But now that he is living with a caring
adoptive family in the United States, he finds himself forced to confront his past.
And that means choosing between silence and candor, blame and forgiveness,
fear and freedom.

By turns harrowing, dreamlike, sad, and triumphant, this searing debut novel,
written in lucid verse, reveals an unforgettable perspective on the lasting impact
of war and the healing power of love.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 6–8—In 1977, 12-year-old Matt Pin lives a fractured life. He is the son of a Vietnamese woman and
an American soldier and was airlifted to safety from the war zone. Adopted by a caring American couple, he
has vivid and horrific memories of the war and worries about the fates of his mother and badly injured little
brother. Matt's adoptive family adores him, and he is the star pitcher for his middle school baseball team, but
there are those who see his face and blame him for the deaths of the young men they lost in the war. The
fractured theme runs the course of this short novel in verse: Matt's family, the bodies and hearts of the
Vietnam vets, the country that is "only a pocketful of broken pieces" that Matt carries inside him. Ultimately,
everything broken is revealed as nonetheless valuable. While most of the selections read less like poems and
more like simple prose, the story is a lovely, moving one. Use this in a history class or paired with Katherine
Applegate's Home of the Brave (Feiwel & Friends, 2007).—Heather M. Campbell, formerly at Philip S.
Miller Library, Castle Rock, CO
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Airlifted from Vietnam at the end of the war and adopted by a loving American family,
Matt Pin, 12, is haunted by what he left behind, even as he bonds with his new little brother and becomes a
star pitcher on the school baseball team. In rapid, simple free verse, the first-person narrative gradually
reveals his secrets: his memories of mines, flames, screams, helicopters, bombs, and guns, as well as what
the war did to his little brother (“He followed me / everywhere, / he follows me still”). But this stirring debut
novel is about much more than therapy and survivor guilt. When his parents take Matt to a veterans’
meeting, he hears the soldiers’ stories of injury and rejection and begins to understand why the school bully
calls him “frogface” (“My brother died / Because of you”). There is occasional contrivance as Matt
eavesdrops on adults. But the haunting metaphors are never forced, and the intensity of the simple words, on
the baseball field and in the war zone, will make readers want to rush to the end and then return to the
beginning again to make connections between past and present, friends and enemies. Add this to the Booklist
read-alike column “Children at War.” Grades 6-10. --Hazel Rochman

Review

Jefferson Cup Award Winner
Booklist Editors' Choice
ALA Best Book for Young Adults
IRA Notable Book for a Global Society

*"...[a] stirring debut novel…will make readers want to rush to the end and then return to the beginning
again to make connections between past, present, friends and enemies."--Booklist, starred review

*"The verse form carries highly charged emotions and heavy content with elegiac simplicity."--Kirkus,
starred review

*"Using spare free verse, first-time novelist Burg beautifully evokes the emotions of a Vietnamese adoptee
as he struggles to come to terms with his past."--Publishers Weekly, starred review

"…the story is a lovely, moving one."--School Library Journal

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dawne Feliciano:

The book All the Broken Pieces can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book All the Broken Pieces? Several of
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book All the Broken Pieces has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it
is very wonderful.

James Reveles:

Here thing why this All the Broken Pieces are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. All the
Broken Pieces giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there
is no e-book that similar with All the Broken Pieces. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of All the Broken Pieces in e-book can be your
substitute.

Dan Morris:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take All the Broken Pieces as the daily resource information.

Ronald Meyers:

The book untitled All the Broken Pieces contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea
with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry,
you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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