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When India became independent in 1947 after two centuries of colonial rule, it
immediately adopted a firmly democratic political system, with multiple parties,
freedom of speech, and extensive political rights. The famines of the British era
disappeared, and steady economic growth replaced the economic stagnation of
the Raj. The growth of the Indian economy quickened further over the last three
decades and became the second fastest among large economies. Despite a recent
dip, it is still one of the highest in the world.

Maintaining rapid as well as environmentally sustainable growth remains an
important and achievable goal for India. In An Uncertain Glory, two of India's
leading economists argue that the country's main problems lie in the lack of
attention paid to the essential needs of the people, especially of the poor, and
often of women. There have been major failures both to foster participatory
growth and to make good use of the public resources generated by economic
growth to enhance people's living conditions. There is also a continued
inadequacy of social services such as schooling and medical care as well as of
physical services such as safe water, electricity, drainage, transportation, and
sanitation. In the long run, even the feasibility of high economic growth is
threatened by the underdevelopment of social and physical infrastructure and the
neglect of human capabilities, in contrast with the Asian approach of
simultaneous pursuit of economic growth and human development, as pioneered
by Japan, South Korea, and China.

In a democratic system, which India has great reason to value, addressing these
failures requires not only significant policy rethinking by the government, but
also a clearer public understanding of the abysmal extent of social and economic
deprivations in the country. The deep inequalities in Indian society tend to
constrict public discussion, confining it largely to the lives and concerns of the
relatively affluent. Drèze and Sen present a powerful analysis of these
deprivations and inequalities as well as the possibility of change through
democratic practice.

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691165521
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691165521
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691165521


 Download An Uncertain Glory: India and its Contradictions ...pdf

 Read Online An Uncertain Glory: India and its Contradictions ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691165521
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691165521
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691165521
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691165521
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691165521
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691165521
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691165521
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691165521


An Uncertain Glory: India and its Contradictions

By Jean Drèze, Amartya Sen

An Uncertain Glory: India and its Contradictions By Jean Drèze, Amartya Sen

When India became independent in 1947 after two centuries of colonial rule, it immediately adopted a firmly
democratic political system, with multiple parties, freedom of speech, and extensive political rights. The
famines of the British era disappeared, and steady economic growth replaced the economic stagnation of the
Raj. The growth of the Indian economy quickened further over the last three decades and became the second
fastest among large economies. Despite a recent dip, it is still one of the highest in the world.

Maintaining rapid as well as environmentally sustainable growth remains an important and achievable goal
for India. In An Uncertain Glory, two of India's leading economists argue that the country's main problems
lie in the lack of attention paid to the essential needs of the people, especially of the poor, and often of
women. There have been major failures both to foster participatory growth and to make good use of the
public resources generated by economic growth to enhance people's living conditions. There is also a
continued inadequacy of social services such as schooling and medical care as well as of physical services
such as safe water, electricity, drainage, transportation, and sanitation. In the long run, even the feasibility of
high economic growth is threatened by the underdevelopment of social and physical infrastructure and the
neglect of human capabilities, in contrast with the Asian approach of simultaneous pursuit of economic
growth and human development, as pioneered by Japan, South Korea, and China.

In a democratic system, which India has great reason to value, addressing these failures requires not only
significant policy rethinking by the government, but also a clearer public understanding of the abysmal
extent of social and economic deprivations in the country. The deep inequalities in Indian society tend to
constrict public discussion, confining it largely to the lives and concerns of the relatively affluent. Drèze and
Sen present a powerful analysis of these deprivations and inequalities as well as the possibility of change
through democratic practice.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of Bloomberg/Businessweek Best Books of 2013, selected by Edmund Phelps

"It's an urgent, passionate, political work that makes the case that India cannot move forward without
investing significantly--as every other major industrialized country has already done--in public services. . . .
This book is . . . a heartfelt plea to rethink what progress in a poor country ought to look like."--Jyoti
Thottam, New York Times Book Review

"Sen and Drèze carefully explain such issues as health care, education, corruption, lack of accountability,
growing inequality, and their suppression in India's elite-dominated public space. . . . Sen and Drèze also
reveal how democracy in its simplest manifestation, the scramble for votes, can drive successful
implementation of welfare programs such as the Public Distribution System."--Pankaj Mishra, New York
Review of Books

"After three decades of trawling the data compiled by central and state governments, Indian
nongovernmental organizations, and international bodies, these longtime collaborators know--possibly better
than any other commentators--how Indian governments since the 1980s have failed the vast majority of
Indians, especially in health care, education, poverty reduction, and the justice system."--Andrew Robinson,
Science

"[A]n excellent but unsettling new book."--The Economist

"[E]legant and restrained prose, and with an array of fresh examples."--Ramachandra Guha, Financial
Times

"Sen and Dreze are right to draw attention to the limits of India's success and how much remains to be done.
They are exemplary scholars, and everything they say is worth careful study."--Clive Crook, Bloomberg
News

"Economists Dreze and Nobel laureate Sen compellingly argue that Indian policy makers have ignored the
basic needs of people, especially those of the poor and women."--Choice

"An Uncertain Glory is an excellent, highly readable, and exceptionally meaningful book."--S. Prakash
Sethi, Business Ethics Quarterly

From the Back Cover

"India is a great success story of economic growth and poverty decline, but it remains the home of global
poverty, and half of its children are profoundly malnourished. This paradox of poverty and plenty poses one
of the great intellectual and moral challenges of the day. We can ask for no better guides to it than a
philosopher and an activist, both distinguished economists, and both with unparalleled knowledge of India's
glories and its shames."--Angus Deaton, author of The Great Escape: Health, Wealth, and the Origins of
Inequality



"This important book provides a comprehensive and probing analysis of the Indian economy and its
enormous potential. What makes this such an engaging book is that it is a deeply sympathetic and, for that
very reason, a deeply critical evaluation of contemporary India. The book's combination of economics,
politics, history, and law makes it a fascinating read."--Kaushik Basu, chief economist of the World Bank

About the Author
Jean Drèze has lived in India since 1979 and became an Indian citizen in 2002. He has taught at the London
School of Economics and the Delhi School of Economics, and he is now a visiting professor at Allahabad
University. He is the coauthor (with Amartya Sen) of Hunger and Public Action and India: Development and
Participation. Amartya Sen is the Thomas W. Lamont University Professor and professor of economics and
philosophy at Harvard University. He won the Nobel Prize in Economics in 1998. His many books include
Development as Freedom, Rationality and Freedom, The Argumentative Indian, Identity and Violence, and
The Idea of Justice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Montgomery:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled An Uncertain Glory: India and its Contradictions. Try to make the
book An Uncertain Glory: India and its Contradictions as your good friend. It means that it can to become
your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Alan Torrez:

This An Uncertain Glory: India and its Contradictions are usually reliable for you who want to be considered
a successful person, why. The main reason of this An Uncertain Glory: India and its Contradictions can be
one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this An Uncertain Glory: India and its Contradictions giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Nancy Martindale:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book An Uncertain Glory: India and its Contradictions it is rather good to read.



There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high
quality.

David Baxter:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time
to be study. An Uncertain Glory: India and its Contradictions can be your answer given it can be read by a
person who have those short free time problems.
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