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Biophiliais Edward O. Wilson's most personal book, an evocation of his own
response to nature and an eloquent statement of the conservation ethic. Wilson
argues that our natural affinity for life—biophilia—is the very essence of our
humanity and binds usto all other living things.
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Biophilia is Edward O. Wilson's most personal book, an evocation of his own response to nature and an
eloquent statement of the conservation ethic. Wilson argues that our natural affinity for life—biophilia—isthe
very essence of our humanity and binds usto all other living things.
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Editorial Review

Review

A fine memoir by one of America’sforemost evolutionary biologists. E. O. Wilson defines biophilia as 'the
innate tendency [in human beings] to focus on life and lifelike process. To an extent still undervalued in
philosophy and religion, our existence depends on this propensity, our spirit is woven from it, hopes rise on
its currents.’ Scientifically demonstrating this human propensity would be a task beyond the scope of today's
biology, and Wilson wisely eschews that course. Instead, he relies on his own experiences and feelingsas a
field biologit, cleverly interweaving them with the facts, history, and philosophy of evolutionary biology
and an eclectic set of cultural observations. (Paul R. Ehrlich Natural History)

There's more to this unbuttoned and intellectually playful book than its pleafor a conservation of ethic and
the preservation of animal speciesin all their diversity. We get, for example, several autobiographical
glimpses into the background of Professor Wilson...We see Professor Wilson as aboy growing up in the
Florida panhandle...Elsewhere he astonishes us with a description of the mating dance of the male Emperor
of Germany bird of paradise, and the degree of genetic congruity between pygmy chimpanzees and Homo
Sapiens. (Christopher Lehmann-Haupt New York Times)

E. O. Wilson is the entomologist Curator of the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard. His science
writing for the general public has won him the Pulitzer Prize and his scientific publications have won him the
highest honors American science can bestow. He is well equipped to engage a subject dear to nature-lovers
which until now has not been identified as a species trait--biophilia. The freshness of Wilson's approach lies
in its freedom from the obsessions of the environmentalist movement...While he shares the conservationist
ethic of environmentalists, and seeks to impart its practical imperatives, he eschews cultism...Let this highly
readable book then be commended to all biophiliacs and technocrats. (Hiram Caton Times Literary
Supplement)

The book consists of aset of nine essays. Although they are masterpieces of prose style, they more
effectively illustrate Wilson's own biophilia than his contention that biophilia exists as a general human
trait...Wilson moves fluidly among minute observations of life forms ranging from leaf-cutter ants to birds of
paradise, artfully pausing for a philosophical reflection here and afolksy anecdote there. (John Wilkes Los
Angeles Times)

A fine memoir by one of America's foremost evolutionary biologists...erudite, elegant, and poetic (Natural
History)

Biophiliais an immensely readable book. Wilson is a master storyteller, skillful at evoking exotic scenes.
(Washington Post Book World)

Wilson's own empathy with things illuminates these essays with fresh perceptions of everyday matters...They
are masterpieces of prose style. (Los Angeles Times)

About the Author

Edward O. Wilson is Pellegrino University Professor, Emeritus, at Harvard University. In addition to two
Pulitzer Prizes (one of which he shares with Bert Holldobler), Wilson has won many scientific awards,
including the National Medal of Science and the Crafoord Prize of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Frances Feist:

This book untitled Biophiliato be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this guide from your list.

Edward Capps:

Often the book Biophiliawill bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
elucidate the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you.
The book Biophiliais much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can a so get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jonas Jones:

Y ou can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Biophiliais simple bringing you can read it
in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in
your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Susan Padgett:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe know that
on thistime, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Biophilia can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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