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For fans of D'Aulaires' Book of Greek Myths and readers who enjoyed
Homer's epic tales comes a retelling of The Iliad by a master storyteller and
an award-winning illustrator that evokes the golden age of mythical Greece.

   Homer's epic poem, The Iliad, is one of the greatest adventure stories of all
time. In it, the abduction of the legendary beauty, Helen of Troy, leads to a
conflict in which even the gods and goddesses take sides and intervene. It is in
the Trojan War that the most valiant heroes of the ancient world are pitted against
one another. Here Hectore, Ajax, Achilles, and Odysseus meet their most
formidable challenges and in some casas their tragic ends.
   Rosemary Sutcliff makes such extraordinary stories as those of those Trojan
horse, of Aphrodite and the golden apple, and of the fearsome warrior women
Amazons, accessible to contemporary young people.
  This book has been selected as a Common Core State Standards Text Exemplar
(Grades 6-8, Stories) in Appendix B.

Praise for Black Ships Before Troy:

AN ALA Best Book for Young Adults

"This re-creation of the classic epics [is]...described in vivid, exquisitely
cadenced prose....A splendid offering, bringing the ancient tale to new and
vibrant life."-Kirkus Reviews, Pointer

"[Sutcliff] brings into vivid focus the mythic story of the Trojan War, with
all of its visually dramatic elements...[and] leaves many of the epic's powerful
metaphors intact."-Publishers Weekly

"Amazingly told, taut with cunning and terror."-Booklist
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Sutcliff, who died last year, authored numerous retellings of canonical texts for younger readers. Here she
brings into vivid focus the mythic story of the Trojan War, with all of its visually dramatic elements. While
carefully tempering the bias towards the Greeks that exists in the original poem, Sutcliff's text leaves many
of the epic's powerful metaphors intact: "The dark tide of warriors poured through and became a river of
flame." Also preserved are a good many disturbing images ("Hector's body was dragged behind them,
twisting and lurching over the rough ground, his dark hair flying and fouled with dust and all the filth of the
battlefield"); and while there is no doubt that this authenticity maintains the saga's integrity and enhances its
impact, younger or particularly sensitive readers may be disturbed by the violence. Accompanying the dense,
earnestly told tale are Lee's cool-toned watercolors, which frequently take up the greater portion of the large
format double-page spreads. Dreamy, yet highly detailed and filled with representational images, these
illustrations are in keeping with the story's mythic grandeur. All ages.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 5 and up. "Achilles sat among his ships, nursing his anger as though it were a red rose in his breast." The
late Rosemary Sutcliff always knew how to humanize the epic heroes without diminishing their power. Now,
with the same kind of lyrical prose that distinguished her Arthurian trilogy, she takes on Homer's Iliad.
People whose names we all know--Helen, Hector, Achilles, Odysseus, etc.--are all woven into one great
story, with the jealous gods taking sides in the Greeks' 10-year siege of the city of Troy. Sutcliff's strong
rhythms and Lee's misty watercolors in shades of brown, blue, and silvergray make this large-size volume
great for reading aloud. There are dull patches about desultory battles, funeral games, and the weary
machinations of gods and people, but you can skip those and get to the dramatic confrontations. Achilles
sulks in his tent, then driven mad with grief and rage at the death of his friend Patroclus, he not only kills
Hector, but also drags the body through the dust and filth of the battlefield. For all the rules of honor, this is a
filthy battlefield, "clotted with blood," the soldiers drunk with fire and killing. Lee's illustrations show
gateways choked with soldiers and chariots, men and women bent with sorrow. The climax, the story of the
Wooden Horse, is amazingly told, taut with cunning and terror. Hazel Rochman

From Kirkus Reviews
Among the late author's finest books are renditions of the Arthurian legend; to this re-creation of the classic
epic, she brought the same compelling vision and sensitivity to language, history, and heroics. Beginning
with Discord's apple, inscribed ``To the fairest'' (it set off the competition among goddesses that led to Paris's
abduction of Helen), she centers on Achilles and Hector while also recounting such significant events as
Paris and Menelaus' single combat (inconclusive because Aphrodite meddles, as gods frequently do here),
the funeral games honoring Patroclus, the Amazons' death in battle, and Odysseus' devious exploits.
Described in vivid, exquisitely cadenced prose, both sides behave with nobility, though Sutcliff's Trojan War
also involves atrocity (Hector's body dragged by Achilles' chariot), posturing, loss, and despair. After ten
years, the remaining Greeks--with Helen, willingly restored to a husband whose first impulse is to kill her,
plus the captive royal Trojan women--set sail for home, leaving Troy in flames; and though Sutcliff has
focused on their honor and courage, she ensures that it's the ironic futility of their venture that lingers in the
mind. Lee's subtly muted watercolors, on most spreads, surpass even his fine illustrations for Merlin Dreams
(1988). Carefully researched, delicately detailed, rich in character and action, they beautifully evoke the
setting and heroic ambience. A splendid offering, bringing the ancient tale to new and vibrant life. (Fiction.
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10+) -- Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Morris:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of 'The Iliad' book is
readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer connected with Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of 'The Iliad' content conveys the thought easily
to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as
it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of 'The Iliad' is not loveable to be
your top list reading book?

Jerald Elliott:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if
you want experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the
Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of 'The Iliad' is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Livia Wilder:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of 'The Iliad' this book consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Julie Gibson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of 'The
Iliad' or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially.



Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of 'The Iliad' to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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