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Epistemic cognition, the philosophical core of metacognition, concerns people’s
knowledge about the justification and truth of beliefs. Multiple literatures in
psychology and education address aspects of epistemic cognition. In the absence
of a coherent conceptual framework, however, these literatures mostly fail to
communicate with each other and often connect only loosely to genuine
epistemology. This complicates any effort to achieve a systematic theoretical
understanding of epistemic cognition and its development. Deanna Kuhn writes
in her foreword, "Moshman is not the first to take on this challenge, but he
fulfills it elegantly and, I think, the most comprehensively and astutely."

After reviewing the basics of philosophical epistemology and cognitive
psychology, Epistemic Cognition and Development provides a compelling
account of developmental change across childhood and beyond in knowledge
about knowledge, especially with regard to fundamental conceptions of
objectivity, subjectivity, rationality, justification, and truth. This is followed by
detailed consideration of domain-specific epistemologies of science, logic,
morality, social convention, history, and identity, including associated forms of
reasoning. The final section provides theoretical conclusions, educational and
social applications, and suggestions for further research.
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Epistemic cognition, the philosophical core of metacognition, concerns people’s knowledge about the
justification and truth of beliefs. Multiple literatures in psychology and education address aspects of
epistemic cognition. In the absence of a coherent conceptual framework, however, these literatures mostly
fail to communicate with each other and often connect only loosely to genuine epistemology. This
complicates any effort to achieve a systematic theoretical understanding of epistemic cognition and its
development. Deanna Kuhn writes in her foreword, "Moshman is not the first to take on this challenge, but
he fulfills it elegantly and, I think, the most comprehensively and astutely."

After reviewing the basics of philosophical epistemology and cognitive psychology, Epistemic Cognition
and Development provides a compelling account of developmental change across childhood and beyond in
knowledge about knowledge, especially with regard to fundamental conceptions of objectivity, subjectivity,
rationality, justification, and truth. This is followed by detailed consideration of domain-specific
epistemologies of science, logic, morality, social convention, history, and identity, including associated
forms of reasoning. The final section provides theoretical conclusions, educational and social applications,
and suggestions for further research.
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Editorial Review

Review

This is a terrific book, combining encyclopedic knowledge of the developmental psychology of cognition
with a deep grasp of fundamental epistemological issues. Clear, unpretentious, systematic and witty, it offers
a much needed framework for understanding epistemic cognition. An important contribution.

--Harvey Siegel, Professor of Philosophy, University of Miami, FL, USA

David Moshman’s book is a comprehensive and eloquent analysis of the construct of epistemic cognition.
His book is very engaging as it clarifies complexities utilizing philosophy and psychology literatures. This
work is a substantial contribution to developmental and cognitive psychology.

--Pina Tarricone, Ph.D., Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Edith Cowan University, Australia

About the Author

David Moshman is a professor of educational psychology at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and book
review editor of the Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology. His previous books include Adolescent
Rationality and Development: Cognition, Morality, and Identity (3rd edition) and Liberty and Learning:
Academic Freedom for Teachers and Students.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

The book Epistemic Cognition and Development: The Psychology of Justification and Truth can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the good thing like a book Epistemic Cognition and Development: The Psychology of Justification and
Truth? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Epistemic
Cognition and Development: The Psychology of Justification and Truth has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Nakia Schultz:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can



certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Epistemic
Cognition and Development: The Psychology of Justification and Truth.

Lawrence Weatherby:

The book with title Epistemic Cognition and Development: The Psychology of Justification and Truth
posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind
of book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so
you can read this anywhere you want.

Jeffrey Barclay:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Epistemic Cognition and Development: The Psychology of Justification
and Truth was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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