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This book is a study of the concept of probability asit has been used and applied
across anumber of scientific disciplines from genetics to geophysics. Probability
has a dual aspect: sometimesit isanumerical ratio; sometimes, in the Bayesian
interpretation, a degree of belief. David Howie examines probabilistic theories of
scientific knowledge, and asks how, despite being adopted by many scientists
and statisticians in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Bayesianism was
discredited as a theory of scientific inference during the 1920s and 1930s.
Through a close examination of a dispute between two British scientists, the
author argues that a choice between the two interpretations of probability is not
forced by purelogic, or the mathematics of the situation, but depends on the
experiences and aims of the individuals involved, and their views of the correct
form of scientific inquiry.
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This book is a study of the concept of probability as it has been used and applied across a number of
scientific disciplines from genetics to geophysics. Probability has a dual aspect: sometimesit isanumerical
ratio; sometimes, in the Bayesian interpretation, a degree of belief. David Howie examines probabilistic
theories of scientific knowledge, and asks how, despite being adopted by many scientists and statisticiansin
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Bayesianism was discredited as a theory of scientific inference
during the 1920s and 1930s. Through a close examination of a dispute between two British scientists, the
author argues that a choice between the two interpretations of probability is not forced by pure logic, or the
mathematics of the situation, but depends on the experiences and aims of the individuals involved, and their
views of the correct form of scientific inquiry.
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Editorial Review

Review

"..thisisatimely and valuable contribution to our knowledge o the period and its great figures. Thereisa
wealth of incidental, but always relevant and often fascinating, historical detail. Another distinctive feature
of his book isthat, thought it concerns a highly technical subject matter, his own discussion is anything but
technical in any overtly formal sense: in fact, there are hardly any formulas in the book. Y et he succeedsin
conveying, in words, the technical ideas both precisely and clearly, Its thoroughness, combined with an
assured informality and lightness of touch, make the book an enlightening and entertaining read." -Notre
Dame Philosophical Reviews 02/02/2003

"A very valuable reference for researchers and genera readersin probability, statistics, and the history and
philosophy of science. Recommended." Choice

"excellent... Thisisaunique text in the current literature which incorporates many original research
contributions by Mehran Kardar and his collaborators. - Uwe C. Tauber, Mathematical Reviews Clippings

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Frances Feist:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read abook. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Interpreting Probability: Controversies and
Developments in the Early Twentieth Century (Cambridge Studies in Probability, Induction and Decision
Theory).

Mildred Bostwick:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erawhich can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice in your case but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Interpreting
Probability: Controversies and Developments in the Early Twentieth Century (Cambridge Studiesin
Probability, Induction and Decision Theory) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.



Loren Benton:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Interpreting Probability:
Controversies and Developmentsin the Early Twentieth Century (Cambridge Studies in Probability,
Induction and Decision Theory) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

Helen Hanson:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Interpreting Probability: Controversies and Developmentsin the
Early Twentieth Century (Cambridge Studies in Probability, Induction and Decision Theory) can make you
experience more interested to read.
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