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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Gr. 7-12. Fourteen-year-old Nancy, an asthmatic, meets 18-year-old Collin, a gentle, caring young man who
appears to be the answer to her dreams--until he rapes her, leaving her HIV-infected. In spite of her rapid
decline, explained in anote at the beginning of the book, as the result of her weakened immune system,
Nancy leads afull, poignantly happy life because of the loving support of both friends and family.

It Happened to Nancy follows the Y A-enticing diary format seen years ago in Go Ask Alice, which also was
edited by Sparks. And the same reservations remain. Isthisredly ateen'sdiary, or isit Sparks attempt to
convey the reality of adolescent susceptibility to HIV/AIDS in aformat that will impact Y A readers? Does
the occasional place lapse (the Arizonatime zoneis earlier than South Carolina's) reflect editing sloppiness
while Sparks was changing both names and places for privacy, or afiction writer'slack of focus? Thereisno
way of knowing. Although thisis frustrating for adults who monitor the children's/Y A field, it's doubtful that
it will make much difference to the book's intended audience. Y Aswill devour this book just asthey did its
predecessor. Nancy's initial "love" relationship with Collin, her subsequent date rape, and the terror of her
diagnosis will be real to teenagers, especially girls. And Nancy's support network is truly educational.
Adolescents crave the kind of friends who stand behind Nancy throughout her ordeal (she even hasa
boyfriend!), as well as the loving relationship she has with both her parents, divorced but determined to work
together during this tragedy.

Sparks provides additional educational information at the end of the book, "Questions Nancy Wanted
Answered About Rape and AIDS;," agood thing, since Nancy asked her diary several questions without
providing their answersin the body of the text. Parts of the book are graphic: Nancy worries about blood
from her menstrual cycles, how to dispose of her tampons, and how to deal with her rectal ulcers, acommon
manifestation of AIDS. And, of course, she dies--the ultimate AIDS inevitability--unlike what happensin so
many other books about teens and AIDS, both fiction and nonfiction. She progresses from happy-go-lucky
junior-high-school student to AIDS patient to death in a spiral that will hold Y As' attention, without the
didacticism of so many message-inherent titles. In spite of its flaws, Nancy's diary should be on our shelves.
Frances Bradburn

Review

"I Love Nancy, | love her still, and hope you will not only love Nancy but appreciate her decision to make
her most private thoughts and experiences public, in the hope of helping you better understand AIDS."--
Doctor B

About the Author

Beatrice Sparksis afamily and adolescent therapist who edited the diary that formed the basis for Go Ask
Alice, and has since edited many diaries on topics such as gangs, AIDS, and teen pregnancy in the 1988
Annie's Baby. Shelivesin Provo, UT.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Morgan Woods:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students since they are till students or the ideafor all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book It
Happened to Nancy: By an Anonymous Teenager, A True Story from Her Diary. All type of book are you
able to see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Dwight lvers:

The ability that you get from It Happened to Nancy: By an Anonymous Teenager, A True Story from Her
Diary isthe more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but It Happened to Nancy: By an Anonymous
Teenager, A True Story from Her Diary giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveystheir
point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Thereforeit is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
thiskind of It Happened to Nancy: By an Anonymous Teenager, A True Story from Her Diary instantly.

Janice Wilham:

This book untitled It Happened to Nancy: By an Anonymous Teenager, A True Story from Her Diary to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Carl Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is It Happened to Nancy: By an Anonymous
Teenager, A True Story from Her Diary.
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