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In Myths of Madern Individualism, the renowned critic lan Watt treats Don Juan,
Don Quixote, Faust, and Robinson Crusoe as "individualists," pursuing their own
views of what they should be. The original Counter Reformation myths saw the
individualism of Don Juan, Don Quixote, and Faust as a problem to be quelled by
death or mockery. However, the Romantic period, atime more favorably
disposed toward myth, saw their dissension not as unacceptable disorder, but
rather as admirable and heroic behavior. Thisincisive study traces attitudes
toward these figures and the Romantic product Robinson Crusoe from
disapproval to awe to skepticism, examining them as icons of such problems as
solitude, narcissism, and the claims of the self versus the claims of the
community. Pointedly, none of these figures marries or has a lasting relationship,
save for the selfless devotion of a single male servant. Watt argues that the myths
of Don Juan, Don Quixote, Faust, and Robinson Crusoe remain the distinctive
products of Western society, embodying the most basic values of modern culture.
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Reformation myths saw the individualism of Don Juan, Don Quixote, and Faust as a problem to be quelled
by death or mockery. However, the Romantic period, atime more favorably disposed toward myth, saw their
dissension not as unacceptabl e disorder, but rather as admirable and heroic behavior. Thisincisive study
traces attitudes toward these figures and the Romantic product Robinson Crusoe from disapproval to awe to
skepticism, examining them as icons of such problems as solitude, narcissism, and the claims of the self
versus the claims of the community. Pointedly, none of these figures marries or has alasting relationship,
save for the selfless devotion of a single male servant. Watt argues that the myths of Don Juan, Don Quixote,
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Editorial Review

Review

"...in its capaciousness, intelligence, and wit, and in the barren, theory-obsessed and trivial desert of current
criticism, it is something of a phenomenon: atriumph of atruly cultured imagination....Watt has crowned his
career with awork of scholarship, literary brilliance, and moral urgency. It is, itself, individualistic and nobly
humanist. It iswhat, after all, criticism is supposed to be." Rocky Mountain Review

"...animpressive investigation and elucidation in the fields of comparative literature and mythography.
Watt's method is remarkably synthetic, combining formal textual analysis with intellectual history and
socioeconomic background. His styleis compressed yet clear, precise and painstaking. Asreveaed in this
work. Watt's mind and learning are formidable." Magill's Literary Annual

"...his erudition and breadth of mind are fully evident as he traces these four figures from their origins
through their transformations in the Romantic era to their most recent literary incarnations....Thisis
intellectual and literary history at its best. Recommended for all collections." Choice

"lan Watt occupies a specia place among contemporary critics and historians of literature. He practices a
'synthetic' method: that is, he does not choose between the history of ideas, sociologica analysis and formal
or stylistic understanding. He masters them all. To this he brings afirm and limpid style, often tinged with
irony, never contaminated by jargon." The New Republic

"Initsway thisisasoriginal awork as Waitt's famous first book, The Rise of the Novel. It isawork of great
maturity, testimony to the intelligence and civility of its author." Frank Kermode

"lan Watt's magisterial Myths of Modern Individualism is acritical account--historical, cultural, moral and
aesthetic--of how four great Western myths have insinuated themselves into the actualities of modern
culture. Like al of Watt'swork thisis aremarkable work of the historical imagination, sympathetic without
being fussy, erudite but always deft, analytic but very warm and witty. Thisis abook everyone should read."
Edward Said

"Where the book shinesisin the depth and richness of scores of particular analyses, not only of historical
relations and of individual works but of the complex lives of the authors who wrote the works. Watt has dug
deep and come up with indispensable revel ations about where we come from and where we are now as we
'individuals' grapple with our inescapable complaints about, yet, need for, 'society." The Boston Book
Review

"Thiswork deserves awide readership. it isarich cultura reading of the psychological typesthat have
informed modernity, especially the cult of the individual....Thiswork is a consummate study of the myths of
individualism that have informed the personality type of modernity. Recommended.” The Reader's Review

"...Watt is to be commended for the erudition and literary insights that inform his treatment of these four
shaping myths of our modern individualistic ethic." Michael Shinagel, Harvard Review

"...one could hardly find a more trustworthy guide to their literary history than Watt. He develops al the
crucia information about the origins of hisfour myths, he surveysthe literary, religious, political, and socail



influences exerted on their first or classic expressions, and he assesses the literary value, not merely the
historical importance, of these expressions. His fairness is exemplary, and more than exemplary; he bends
over backwardsto be fair. One of the jobs that Watt does best is to remind us of certain things that literary
historians ofetn fail to mention.... He does attempt to trace the origin and development of afascinating
tendency on modern literature; and he does that admirably." Stephen Cox, Reason Pagers

From the Back Cover

Intheir original versions, the ultimate fates of Faust, Don Quixote, and Don Juan reflect the anti-
individualism of their time: Faust and Don Juan are punished in hellfire, and Don Quixote is mocked. The
three represent the positive drive of individualism, which brings down on itself repression by social
disapproval. A century later, Defoe's Robinson Crusoe embodies a more favorable consideration of the
individual, but only if one refuses to take seriously Defoe's statement that Crusoe's isolation is punishment
for disobeying his father. In this volume, lan Watt examines these four myths of the modern world, all
created in the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries, as distinctive products of a historically new society. He
shows how the original versions of Faust (1587), Don Quixote (1605), and Don Juan (ca. 1620) presented
unflattering portrayals of the three, whereas the Romantic period two centuries later re-created them as
admirable and even heroic. Robinson Crusoe (1719) is seen as representative of the new religious, economic,
and social attitudes. The four figures reveal the prablems of individualism in the modern period: solitude,
narcissism, and the claims of the self versus the claims of society. None of them marries or has lasting
relations with women; rather, each has as his closest friend a male servant. Mephistopheles, Sancho Panza,
Catalinon, and Friday are devoted till the end and happy in their subordinate role - the perfect personal
servant. This suggests the self-centeredness of the four figures. Each pursues his own view of what he should
be, raising strong questions about his character as a hero and also about the society whose ideals he reflects.

About the Author
fm.author_biographical_notel

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eva Dawson:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don
Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series). Y ou can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Myths of Modern Individualism:
Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series). Y ou can add information and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open abook or even searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Pat Swartz:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How alot more
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Myths of Modern Individualism:
Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) book as this book offers you rich



facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Jill Weber:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Myths of
Modern Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) provide you
with a new experience in examining a book.

Kimberly Foust:

Beside this Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto
original series) in your phone, it could give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust,
Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from today!

Download and Read Online Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust,
Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) By
lan Watt #OHM CY Q7L TGB



Read Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don
Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) By lan Watt for
online ebook

Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) By
lan Watt Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books,
online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library,
greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don
Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) By lan Watt books to read online.

Online Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson
Crusoe (Canto original series) By lan Watt ebook PDF download

Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original
series) By lan Watt Doc

Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) By lan Watt
M obipocket

Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) By lan Watt
EPub



