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Although countless books have been written about the U-boat war in the Atlantic,
precious few facts have come to light about the men who served in the
submarines that wrought such havoc on Allied ships. Eager to get beyond the
stereotypes perpetuated in movies and novels and find out who these elusive
sailors really were, archivist Timothy Mulligan started searching official records.
Eventually he went straight to the source, conducting a survey of more than a
thousand U-boat officers and enlisted men and interviewing a number of them
personally. The result is this character study of the German submarine force that
challenges traditional and revisionist views of the service. Mulligan found
striking similarities in the men's geographic and social origins, education, and
previous occupations, particularly within the specialized engineering and radio
branches of the submarine force. The information he gathered establishes
quantifiable patterns in age, length of service, and experience, as well as the
organization's overall recruitment policies and training standards. The numbers
and losses of U-boat personnel are also fully examined. Beyond these objective
characteristics, this study lists such subjective factors as morale, treatment of
enemy ship survivors, and the relationship of the submariners to the Nazi regime,
and it confirms a serious crisis in morale in late 1943. The roles played by the
head of the U-boat arm, Grand Admiral Karl Donitz, and its organizational chief,
Admiral Hans-Georg von Friedeburg, are thoroughly addressed. Mulligan
concludes that the U-boat arm quickly evolved from a handpicked elite to a more
representative sample of the German navy at large but continued to be treated as
an elite force. The only comprehensive investigation yet published, this book also
draws on POW interrogations of U-boat survivors and documentation of
Kriegsmarine personnel policy obtained from German archives.
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source, conducting a survey of more than a thousand U-boat officers and enlisted men and interviewing a
number of them personally. The result is this character study of the German submarine force that challenges
traditional and revisionist views of the service. Mulligan found striking similarities in the men's geographic
and social origins, education, and previous occupations, particularly within the specialized engineering and
radio branches of the submarine force. The information he gathered establishes quantifiable patterns in age,
length of service, and experience, as well as the organization's overall recruitment policies and training
standards. The numbers and losses of U-boat personnel are also fully examined. Beyond these objective
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relationship of the submariners to the Nazi regime, and it confirms a serious crisis in morale in late 1943.
The roles played by the head of the U-boat arm, Grand Admiral Karl Donitz, and its organizational chief,
Admiral Hans-Georg von Friedeburg, are thoroughly addressed. Mulligan concludes that the U-boat arm
quickly evolved from a handpicked elite to a more representative sample of the German navy at large but
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Timothy P. Mulligan was an archivist at the National Archives in Washington, D.C., specializing in captured
German and World War II era U.S. military and naval records. He lives in Lanham, MD and is also the
author of Lone Wolf: The Life and Death of U-Boat Ace Werner Henke.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clarence Guyer:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for people. The book Neither Sharks Nor Wolves: The Men of Nazi Germany's U-
Boat Arm 1939-1945 had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Neither Sharks Nor Wolves: The Men of Nazi
Germany's U-Boat Arm 1939-1945 is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship together with the book Neither Sharks Nor Wolves: The Men of Nazi Germany's U-Boat
Arm 1939-1945. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Edgar Curtis:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Neither Sharks Nor
Wolves: The Men of Nazi Germany's U-Boat Arm 1939-1945 is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Rick Fountain:

This Neither Sharks Nor Wolves: The Men of Nazi Germany's U-Boat Arm 1939-1945 is great publication
for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we
can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Neither Sharks Nor Wolves: The Men of Nazi Germany's U-Boat Arm 1939-1945 in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?



Kathryn Cortez:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book Neither Sharks Nor Wolves: The Men of Nazi Germany's U-Boat Arm 1939-1945. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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