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This National Book Award nominee from two-time finalist Patricia McCormick
is the unforgettable story of Arn Chorn-Pond, who defied the odds to survive the
Cambodian genocide of 1975-1979 and the labor camps of the Khmer Rouge.

Based on the true story of Cambodian advocate Arn Chorn-Pond, and
authentically told from his point of view as ayoung boy, thisis an achingly raw
and powerful historical novel about a child of war who becomes a man of peace.
It includes an author's note and acknowledgments from Arn Chorn-Pond himself.

When soldiers arrive in his hometown, Arnisjust anormal little boy. But after
the soldiers march the entire population into the countryside, hislife is changed
forever.

Arnis separated from his family and assigned to alabor camp: working in the
rice paddies under a blazing sun, he sees the other children dying before his eyes.
One day, the soldiers ask if any of the kids can play an instrument. Arn's never
played anotein hislife, but he volunteers.

This decision will save hislife, but it will pull him into the very center of what
we know today as the Killing Fields. And just as the country is about to be
liberated, Arnis handed a gun and forced to become a soldier.

Supports the Common Core State Standards.
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This National Book Award nominee from two-time finalist Patricia McCormick is the unforgettable story of
Arn Chorn-Pond, who defied the odds to survive the Cambodian genocide of 1975-1979 and the labor camps
of the Khmer Rouge.

Based on the true story of Cambodian advocate Arn Chorn-Pond, and authentically told from his point of
view as ayoung boy, thisis an achingly raw and powerful historical novel about a child of war who becomes
aman of peace. It includes an author's note and acknowledgments from Arn Chorn-Pond himself.

When soldiers arrive in his hometown, Arnisjust anormal little boy. But after the soldiers march the entire
population into the countryside, hislife is changed forever.

Arnis separated from hisfamily and assigned to alabor camp: working in the rice paddies under ablazing
sun, he sees the other children dying before his eyes. One day, the soldiers ask if any of the kids can play an
instrument. Arn's never played a note in hislife, but he volunteers.

This decision will save hislife, but it will pull him into the very center of what we know today as the Killing
Fields. And just as the country is about to be liberated, Arn is handed a gun and forced to become a soldier.

Supports the Common Core State Standards.
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Editorial Review

Review
“While never shying from the ugliness and brutality of this genocide, McCormick crafts a powerful tribute to
the human spirit.” (Publishers Weekly (starred review))

“Powerfully, hauntingly unforgettable.” (Booklist (starred review))

“This compelling chronicle deserves to be widely read, discussed, and reflected upon by a generation of
young people who may be largely unaware of this dark chapter in world history.” (Bulletin of the Center for
Children’s Books (starred review))

“A gripping account of the inner turmoil of achild soldier.” (New Y ork Times Book Review)
“McCormick’s novel is one that needsto be read.” (The Horn Book)

“One of the most inspiring and powerful books I’ ve ever read. Never Fall Down can teach us all about
finding the courage to speak our truth and change the world.” (Archbishop Desmond Tutu)

“Following the pattern of excellence McCormick began with her novel SOLD, she has created another
amazing story through skilled and patient research.” (Voice of Y outh Advocates (VOYA) (Starred Review))

“Arn Chorn Pond is a fast-talking dynamo with endless energy and zest for life. In Never Fall Down, Patricia
McCormick captures brilliantly the man, his heart, and his passion to make Cambodia and our world a better
placefor al. Arn’s against-all-odds survival story and McCormick’s crisp prose gripped me from the first
page to the very end.” (Loung Ung, bestelling author of First They Killed My Father, and Lucky Child)

Praise for PURPLE HEART: “In this suspenseful psychological thriller...McCormick raises moral questions
without judgment and will have readers examining not only this conflict but the nature of heroism and war.”
(Publishers Weekly (starred review))

Praise for PURPLE HEART: “McCormick builds the plot subtly and carefully with rich, spare prose.”
(Kirkus Reviews)

Praise for PURPLE HEART: “ Gripping details of existence in awar zone bring thisto life.” (ALA Booklist)
From the Back Cover

When soldiers arrive in his hometown in Cambodia, Arnisjust akid, dancing to rock 'n' roll, hustling for
gpare change, and selling ice cream with his brother. But after the soldiers march the entire population into
the countryside, hislife is changed forever. Arnis separated from his family and assigned to alabor camp:
working in the rice paddies under a blazing sun, he sees the other children, weak from hunger, malaria, or
sheer exhaustion, dying before his eyes. He sees prisoners marched to a nearby mango grove, never to return.
And he learns to be invisible to the sadistic Khmer Rouge who can give or take away life on awhim.

One day, the soldiers ask if any of the kids can play an instrument. Arn's never played anotein hislife, but
he volunteers. In order to survive, he must quickly master the strange revolutionary songs the soldiers



demand—and steal food to keep the other kids alive. This decision will save hislife—but it will pull him
into the very center of what we know today as the Killing Fields. And just as the country is about to be
liberated from the Khmer Rouge, Arn is handed agun and forced to become a soldier. He lives by the simple
credo: "Over and over | tell myself one thing: Never fall down."

About the Author

Patricia McCormick isaformer journalist and atwo-time National Book Award finalist whose books
include Cut, Sold, Never Fall Down, The Plot to Kill Hitler, and the young readers edition of | Am Malala.
Patricialivesin New Y ork. You can visit her online at www.pattymccormick.com.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Anthony Thies:

The book Never Fall Down: A Novel can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the great thing like abook Never Fall Down: A Novel? A few of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Never Fall Down: A Novel has simple shape but
you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by start and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

David Anthony:

This Never Fall Down: A Novel book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get datawhich is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get. That Never Fall Down: A
Novel without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't become worry Never Fall Down: A Novel can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Never Fall
Down: A Novel having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Mia Shaw:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Never Fall Down: A Novel guide written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Never Fall Down: A Novel as good book not just by the cover but
also by content. Thisis one book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so
why you haveto listening to yet another sixth sense.



Virginia Doak:

Someindividuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the ideawhen
they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Never Fall Down: A Novel to make
your personal reading isinteresting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading
especidly. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book
Never Fall Down: A Novel can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel aone and confuse using
what must you're doing of that time.
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