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Kurt Vonnegut's darkly comic work became a symbol for the counterculture of a
generation. From his debut novel, Player Piano (1951) through seminal 1960's
novels such as Cat's Cradle (1963) and Slaughterhouse-Five (1969) up to the
recent success of A Man Without A Country (2005), Vonnegut's writing has
remained commercially popular, offering a satirical yet optimistic outlook on
modern life. Though many fellow writers admired Vonnegut - Gore Vidal
famously suggesting that "Kurt was never dull" - the academic establishment has
tended to retain a degree of scepticism concerning the validity of his work. This
dynamic collection aims to re-evaluate Vonnegut's position as an integral part of
the American post-war cannon of literature.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Together the essays stand as an introduction to rereading Vonnegut, demonstrating that his canon may be
worth re-examining. Secret lovers of Vonnegut (and sci-fi) will use this book to defend their affections for an
artist whose pop fame and pop forms dismay some critics. And one can almost imagine Vonnegut's crooked
smile at essays that seek to reserve a place in high-toned literary debates for his works.' - Choice

'This collection offers a timely re-engagement with one of the most enigmatic, deceptive, and misunderstood
of American authors . . .Through a comprehensive interrogation of Vonnegut's early and late novels, his
short stories, and his relationship to predecessors such as Hemingway and his 'post-9/11 heirs' such as
Cormac McCarthy, Don DeLillo, and Ian McEwan, the contributing scholars establish beyond question the
continuing relevance and necessity of reading Vonnegut.' - Will Kaufman, Professor of American Literature
and Culture, University of Central Lancashire and author of The Comedian as Confidence Man

'Whether describing the uniquely warm personal relationship many literary critics shared with Vonnegut
(Todd Davis), exploring the evolution of a feminist vision in his work (Susan E. Farrell), bringing fresh
insights into the function of science fiction elements in his novels (Lorna Jowett), or detailing Vonnegut's
ambiguous but important relationship to other writers such as Hemingway (Lawrence Broer), these one
dozen essays offer convincing arguments that Vonnegut should, and will, remain a canonical American
writer - at least until we humans manage to destroy the world.' - William Rodney Allen, author of
Understanding Kurt Vonnegut

'With considerations of Vonnegut's exploded narrative structures, revelatory views on the importance of his
feminine characters, explorations of both religious and apocalyptic themes, and measuring his novelty and
subtexts against literary giants and his influence on new novelists, these essays speak to the essential
questions Vonnegut establishes for a world rent asunder by man's inclinations to do evil in the name of
goodness.' - Mark Leeds, editor of The Vonnegut Encyclopedia

About the Author
David Simmons is Senior Lecturer in English and Screen Studies at the University of Northampton, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bruce Butera:

With other case, little persons like to read book New Critical Essays on Kurt Vonnegut (American Literature
Readings in the 21st Century). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important a new book New Critical Essays on Kurt Vonnegut (American Literature
Readings in the 21st Century). You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel



bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Lisa Alaniz:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This New Critical Essays on Kurt
Vonnegut (American Literature Readings in the 21st Century) is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Henry Jones:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
New Critical Essays on Kurt Vonnegut (American Literature Readings in the 21st Century). You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.

Richard McCormick:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book New Critical Essays on Kurt Vonnegut (American Literature Readings in the 21st
Century) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative
person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt
to change your life at this book New Critical Essays on Kurt Vonnegut (American Literature Readings in the
21st Century). You can more attractive than now.
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