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When most of Eastern Europe was struggling with dictatorships of one kind or
another, the Democratic Republic of Georgia (1918-1921) established a
constitution, a parliamentary system with national elections, an active opposition,
and afree press. Like the Democratic Republic of Georgiain 1918, its successors
emerged after 1991 from a bankrupt empire, and faced, yet again, the task of
establishing a new economic, political and social system from scratch. In both
1918 and 1991, Georgia was confronted with a hostile Russia and followed a
pro-Western and pro-democratic course. The top regional expertsin this book
explore the domestic and external parallels between the Georgian post-colonial
governments of the early twentieth and twenty-first centuries. How did the
inexperienced Georgian leaders in both eras deal with the challenge of
secessionism, what were their state building strategies, and what did democracy
mean to them? What did their electoral systemslook like, why were their
economic strategies so different, and how did they negotiate with the
international community neighbouring threats. These are the central challenges of
transitional governments around the world today. Georgid s experience over one
hundred years suggests that both history and contemporary political analysis
offer the best (and most interesting) explanation of the often ambivalent
outcomes.
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When most of Eastern Europe was struggling with dictatorships of one kind or another, the Democratic
Republic of Georgia (1918-1921) established a constitution, a parliamentary system with national elections,
an active opposition, and afree press. Like the Democratic Republic of Georgiain 1918, its successors
emerged after 1991 from a bankrupt empire, and faced, yet again, the task of establishing a new economic,
political and socia system from scratch. In both 1918 and 1991, Georgia was confronted with a hostile
Russia and followed a pro-Western and pro-democratic course. The top regional expertsin this book explore
the domestic and external parallels between the Georgian post-colonia governments of the early twentieth
and twenty-first centuries. How did the inexperienced Georgian leaders in both eras deal with the challenge
of secessionism, what were their state building strategies, and what did democracy mean to them? What did
their electoral systemslook like, why were their economic strategies so different, and how did they negotiate
with the international community neighbouring threats. These are the central challenges of transitional
governments around the world today. Georgia' s experience over one hundred years suggests that both history
and contemporary political analysis offer the best (and most interesting) explanation of the often ambivalent
outcomes.
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Editorial Review
Review

'Stephen Jones has brought together a collection of infor mative and per spicacious essays which restore
to history a forgotten episode, one of the most extraordinary, if doomed political experiments of the
twentieth century: the Georgian Demaocr atic Republic of 1919-21. More important still, thisbook gives
usasalutary reminder: thefailure of the victorious allies of 1919 to support, recognize and save from
Russian conquest a remarkable young republic must not berepeated by the victorious allies of the
Cold War acentury later, when a newly independent Geor gia faces subversion and coercion from a
revived Russian empire.' — Donald Rayfield, Emeritus Professor, Queen Mary, University of London

'Georgia, and the whole of the Caucasus, is geopolitically an extremely complicated region. The
Making of Modern Georgia, 1918-2012: The First Georgian Republic and its Successorsis a unique book
that givesthe reader the possibility of comparing two models of the post-imperial Georgian state —
1918-1921 and 1991-2012. The book will be of enor mous relevance and importance to all those
interested not only in the history and geopolitics of Georgia, but of the Caucasus aswell.' — Vliadimer
Papava, Professor of Economics, Rector, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University, Georgia

'The Making of Modern Georgia, 1918-2012 is an essential guide to one of eastern Europe's most
fascinating and strategically significant countries. Stephen Jones has assembled a who's-who of
specialists on Geor gian palitics, economics, and history. Thisinternational team tracesthe country's
fractious politics and fraught foreign policy back to the Democratic Republic of Georgia (1918-1921)
and revealsthe enduring legacies of Georgians first modern experiment with national self-
government.' — Charles King, Georgetown University, USA, author of The Ghost of Freedom: A History of
the Caucasus

About the Author
Stephen F. Jonesis Professor of Russian and Eurasian Studies, Mount Holyoke College, Massachusetts,
USA

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Freida Gilbert:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
ago walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The
Making of Modern Georgia, 1918-2012: The First Georgian Republic and its Successors (Routledge
Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe Series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou recognize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the



opinion or you have some other opinion?

Terry Crabtree:

The book The Making of Modern Georgia, 1918-2012: The First Georgian Republic and its Successors
(Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe Series) make you fedl enjoy for your spare time. Y ou
need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Making of
Modern Georgia, 1918-2012: The First Georgian Republic and its Successors (Routledge Contemporary
Russia and Eastern Europe Series) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you
like start and read a reserve The Making of Modern Georgia, 1918-2012: The First Georgian Republic and
its Successors (Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe Series). Kinds of book are alot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopediaor others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Chad Wood:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Making of Modern Georgia,
1918-2012: The First Georgian Republic and its Successors (Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern
Europe Series) or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students
especialy. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
guide, any other book likes The Making of Modern Georgia, 1918-2012: The First Georgian Republic and its
Successors (Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe Series) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Carmen Vasquez:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pictures on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore, this The Making of Modern Georgia, 1918-2012: The First Georgian Republic and its Successors
(Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe Series) can make you sense more interested to read.
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