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A new edition of the most accessible and compelling history of the medium
published, with an updated foreword by the author to accompany his 15-
hour feature documentary
 
Film critic, producer, and presenter Mark Cousins' history shows how
filmmakers are influenced both by the historical events of their times, and by
each other. He demonstrates, for example, how Douglas Sirk's 1950s Hollywood
melodramas influenced Rainer Werner Fassbinder's despairing visions of 1970s
Germany and how George Lucas' Star Wars epics grew out of Akira Kurosawa's
The Hidden Fortress. The Story of Film is divided into three main epochs: silent
(1885–1928), sound (1928–1990), and digital (1990-present), and within this
structure films are discussed in chapters reflecting both the stylistic concerns of
the filmmakers and the political and social themes of the time. As well
as covering the great American films and filmmakers, the book explores cinema
in Europe, Africa, Asia, Australasia, and South America, and shows how
cinematic ideas and techniques cross national boundaries. Avoiding jargon and
obscure critical theory, the author constantly places himself in the role of the
moviegoer watching a film, asking How does a scene or a story affect us, and
why? In doing so, he gets to the heart of cinematic technique, explaining how
filmmakers use lighting, framing, focal length, and editing to create their effects.
Clearly written, and illustrated with more than 400 stills, this book is essential
reading for both film students and the general moviegoer.
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A new edition of the most accessible and compelling history of the medium published, with an updated
foreword by the author to accompany his 15-hour feature documentary
 
Film critic, producer, and presenter Mark Cousins' history shows how filmmakers are influenced both by the
historical events of their times, and by each other. He demonstrates, for example, how Douglas Sirk's 1950s
Hollywood melodramas influenced Rainer Werner Fassbinder's despairing visions of 1970s Germany and
how George Lucas' Star Wars epics grew out of Akira Kurosawa's The Hidden Fortress. The Story of Film is
divided into three main epochs: silent (1885–1928), sound (1928–1990), and digital (1990-present), and
within this structure films are discussed in chapters reflecting both the stylistic concerns of the filmmakers
and the political and social themes of the time. As well as covering the great American films and filmmakers,
the book explores cinema in Europe, Africa, Asia, Australasia, and South America, and shows how
cinematic ideas and techniques cross national boundaries. Avoiding jargon and obscure critical theory, the
author constantly places himself in the role of the moviegoer watching a film, asking How does a scene or a
story affect us, and why? In doing so, he gets to the heart of cinematic technique, explaining how filmmakers
use lighting, framing, focal length, and editing to create their effects. Clearly written, and illustrated
with more than 400 stills, this book is essential reading for both film students and the general moviegoer.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mark Cousins is an author, film critic, producer, and documentary filmmaker. He is the former director of
the Edinburgh International Film Festival and a regular contributor to Prospect, Sight and Sound, and the
Times.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Lucero:

The book The Story of Film make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make reading a book The Story of Film to be your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like wide open and read a book The Story of Film. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Allen Grimm:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Story of Film had been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The guide The Story of Film is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book The Story of Film. You never sense lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

April Cotton:

The book untitled The Story of Film is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
The Story of Film from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Robert Quinonez:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Story of Film that give your



fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said
as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants
to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is
possible to pick The Story of Film become your current starter.
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