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War weary knight, Merrick de Beaucourt, wants nothing more than asimple life,
a peaceful wife, and to oversee his new earldom. What he gets instead are orders
from hisking, Camrose Castle on the wild and rebellious Welsh borders, and a
completely unbiddable wife. For six long years, Lady Clio has waited for her
betrothed . . . waited, and waited. Once the news arrives that heis returning, Clio
returns to Camrose to again await the man who ignored her, but now determined
to make him pay for the years she languished in a convent. Clio leads Merrick a
merry chase, and she takes on the role of an independent aewife, driven to
discover the lost recipe for ancient "heather ale," amagical beer first made by the
Picts. Surrounded by the enchanted mists that circle Camrose Castle, these head-
strong adversaries embark on a sometimes passionate, sometimes hilarious battle
of willsin thisunusua 13th Century tale of abrave knight who seeks to claim--
and tame--his bride, or so hethinks. . .
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War weary knight, Merrick de Beaucourt, wants nothing more than asimple life, a peaceful wife, and to
oversee his new earldom. What he gets instead are orders from his king, Camrose Castle on the wild and
rebellious Welsh borders, and a completely unbiddable wife. For six long years, Lady Clio has waited for her
betrothed . . . waited, and waited. Once the news arrives that heis returning, Clio returns to Camrose to again
await the man who ignored her, but now determined to make him pay for the years she languished in a
convent. Clio leads Merrick amerry chase, and she takes on the role of an independent alewife, drivento
discover the lost recipe for ancient "heather ale," amagical beer first made by the Picts. Surrounded by the
enchanted mists that circle Camrose Castle, these head-strong adversaries embark on a sometimes
passionate, sometimes hilarious battle of willsin thisunusual 13th Century tale of abrave knight who seeks
to claim--and tame--his bride, or so hethinks. . .
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Jill Barnett claims she got the idea for her 13th-century romance, Wonderful, from a beer commercial, from
which she learned that ale-making was one of the few occupations open to medieval women. Lady Clioisa
headstrong, independent-minded young woman who would like nothing more than to rediscover the long-
lost recipe for "heather ale,” which was created by the Picts. Although lovely, Clio haslong given up on
marriage because her betrothed abandoned her to a convent six years before. When Merrick de Beaucort
suddenly arrivesto claim his bride, he finds that wooing the beautiful Lady Clio is as difficult and arduous as
any battle he has faced. Beneath Clio's placid countenance and seemingly docile demeanor lies alively and
adventurous woman with alot of ideas that Merrick must accept if heis ever to win her love.

Review

Amazon.com ReviewJill Barnett claims she got the idea for her 13th-century romance, Wonderful, from a
beer commercial, from which she learned that ale-making was one of the few occupations open to medieval
women. Lady Clio is a headstrong, independent-minded young woman who would like nothing more than to
rediscover the long-lost recipe for "heather ale," which was created by the Picts. Although lovely, Clio has
long given up on marriage because her betrothed abandoned her to a convent six years before. When Merrick
de Beaucort suddenly arrives to claim his bride, he finds that wooing the beautiful Lady Clio is as difficult
and arduous as any battle he has faced. Beneath Clio's placid countenance and seemingly docile demeanor
liesalively and adventurous woman with alot of ideas that Merrick must accept if heis ever to win her love.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
From " Wonderful"

Canmrose Castle,
1269

Lady Clio'sfather claimed her pale silvery hair was her greatest asset...or perhaps his greatest asset,
considering he had the duty to see her wed to some poor unsuspecting fool.

Tolook at Lady Clio of Camrose, one would think she was the image of what every man, knight or king,
peasant or merchant, wanted in awife -- someone who was meek in spirit: to make a man feel braver and
stronger. A wife who was docile enough to allow a man to be the king of his castle. A woman whose head
was as light inside as outside, to assure him that he would be more intelligent and therefore superior.

According to the Church, the color of awoman's hair bespoke her true nature. The men empowered by the
Church based this theory on the conclusion that hair grew directly from the brain.

Fiery hair in awoman warned men of awoman's devilish spirit. Since woodland covered two thirds of the
Englishisle, hair the color of tree trunks was considered common and showed the woman had little
imagination.

Hair the color of midnight, which everyone knew was the witching hour, crowned the heads of women all
too clever and devious. "Twas even said by those same men of the Church that Eve herself had hair as black
asawoman'ssin.



But awoman with light hair was perfect.

Unfortunately, those men of the Church did not know Clio. Like afield of golden buttercups that hides a
prickly hedgehog, Lady Clio's hair hid her true nature.

She was headstrong and determined, traits admired in men but scoffed at in women. Her father swore she
had been born with that stubbornness.

Before Clio's birth, Clio's mother had lost five babes. With Clio, as before, her mother's birthing pains had
come before her time. So Clio came into the world two months early. When the priest tried to perform Last
Rites over her puny blue body, she kicked his hand and, according to her father, opened her mouth and
amost wailed the castle walls down.

To the utter amazement of everyone, Clio lived.

From the first moment of her life she had fought against the impossible. Lady Clio was born fighting to
control her own destiny.

Of course, in her mind she wasn't stubborn. Persistent was what she was. Had she given up at birth where
would she be?

Dead, that's where.

So Clio believed in being determined. She would not | et anyone control her life, for only she held power over
her survival.

She believed that with persistence came success. If one of her wonderful plansfailed, she could always come
up with another.

Shewas small in stature, but had the heart of a giant. Her mind was sometimes too quick for her own good.
Once she got one of her infamous ideas into her head, she seldom thought about the consequences, of which
there were usually many.

Y et no one could say she did not learn from her errors.
She was not that much of a goose. She seldom made the same mistake twice.
She always made new mistakes.

Which suited her, because she was the one who determined her own future. Even if the path was strewn with
the remnants of her failures. At least they were her failures.

Clio never allowed something as minor as alack of skill to daunt her efforts. She firmly believed perfection
came with practice. Of course she had no sound reason on which to base this belief. Indeed, history, logic,
and her reputation demanded just the opposite.

But she loved a challenge. Embraced it, reveled in it. Those who knew her called her tenacious spirit a
mulish exercisein futility. But Clio just didn't believe in giving up. She would just conjure up anew plan --
an idea

Clio thought ideas were a wonderful things. Those who had been privy to some of her fiascoes recognized
the warning signs. The quiet and sudden stillness of her manner. The small frown line that wrinkled between



her brows. The thoughtful chewing of her lower lip or the twisting of her mother's jeweled ring on her finger.
Her expression became dovelike. Peaceful.

But whenever Lady Clio got that look and, worse yet, when she claimed aloud that she had one of her
"wonderful ideas,” those around her immediately lost their sense of peace.

With good reason.

When she had just passed her tenth saint's day, her father paid alarge penance to the Gregorian monks for
what he referred to as "chanting for help." Months later he'd claimed it was worth eating all those nightly
platters of cheap, stringy mutton, since it only took until St. Thomas the Martyr's Day to haul the new
catapult out of the moat.

When the tinker's cart had suffered the same fate two years before, it had taken twice as long to recover and
had cost him much more.

At age twelve Clio took up a needle and thread to tend a hunting wound of avisiting bishop. After which her
father used all the gold in his heavy purse to buy pardons for her from a passing pilgrim.

It seemed that unbeknownst to her father, the lecherous bishop had chased Clio for the entire previous week
and had foolishly cornered her on the staircase, where he stole a kiss and squeezed her small breasts. So
when it came time to doctor him, she had smiled sweetly and stitched up his wound in the shape of three
sixes, the sign of the devil.

At fifteen, Clio was banished from the queen's court after only two disastrous days, and her father sent the
pope ajewel -encrusted golden chalice in the hope of receiving papal prayer on behalf of his daughter and
only child.

It had worked, for aweek later the betrothal offer arrived from Merrick de Beaucourt, a knight who was then
in the Holy Lands making the English king and the Church wealthier under the guise of fighting the infidels.

She asked her father to tell her what Sir Merrick was like. Her father said he was a great warrior.
That was not exactly the answer Clio was looking for.

She wanted to know if he wastall and kind and had a face that was sweet on the eyes. If he could play the
lute and sing love poems. If he would hand her his heart on a silver platter.

Her father laughed and claimed Sir Merrick would protect her and that it did not matter whether she liked
him or not, because she had no choice. The betrothal was by order of King Henry, hisliege lord.

But de Beaucourt was to be gone for four more years and her father caught a chill one exceptionally cold
winter day and died afew days later.

Lady Clio became award of Henry I11. Queen Eleanor still barred her from court -- once had been quite
enough, thank you -- and suggested that the king pawn his new ward off on one of their enemies, perhaps
whoever was the latest troublesome Welsh prince.

Henry refused. He wasn't ready to start awar.

So until de Beaucourt returned from the Crusade, the king sent Lady Clio to aremote convent, where her life
continued much as it had before her father's death: one "wonderful idea" after another.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Larry Parrish:

This Wonderful (Medieval Wedding Trilogy Book 1) are reliable for you who want to be a successful

person, why. The reason why of this Wonderful (Medieval Wedding Trilogy Book 1) can be among the great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually
with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Wonderful
(Medieval Wedding Trilogy Book 1) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for examplerich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So, let's have it
appreciate reading.

CharlesCarey:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Wonderful (Medieval Wedding Trilogy Book 1) your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The Wonderful (Medieval Wedding Trilogy Book 1) giving you yet
another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with
this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Vincent Peck:

The book untitled Wonderful (Medieval Wedding Trilogy Book 1) contain alot of information on the item.
The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see al the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author
provides you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Wendell Nadeau:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. Y ou
can observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you is Wonderful (Medieval Wedding Trilogy Book 1) this e-book consist alot of the information of the



condition of thisworld now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology

styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes
this book. Here is why this book ideal al of you.
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