
Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern
Traumatics

By Jolene Armstrong

Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics By Jolene Armstrong

Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics examines four plays by
British playwright Sarah Kane (1971–1999), all written between 1995 and 1999
within the context of the «Cool Britannia», or «In-Yer-Face» London theatre
movement of the 1990s. Kane’s plays were notorious for their shocking
productions and challenging and offensive subject matter. This book analyzes her
plays as products of a long history of theatrical convention and experimentation,
rather than trend. I read Kane’s plays through an optic of trauma theory, and link
the trauma to postmodern experience as defined by war, inter-personal violence,
repetitive memory, and sex as medium of violence. Kane’s plays’ unrelenting
violence and graphic depictions of violent sex suggest a relationship with
theories and practices such as Artaud’s theatre of cruelty, and Kroker and Cook’s
theory of the postmodern as sign of excremental culture and an inherently abject
state of being. Through a play by play analysis I conclude that Kane’s work
suggests that violence and trauma are endemic to postmodern life, and are
ultimately apocalyptic due to their culmination in Kane’s final play, the suicide
text of 4.48 Psychosis.
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Kane (1971–1999), all written between 1995 and 1999 within the context of the «Cool Britannia», or «In-
Yer-Face» London theatre movement of the 1990s. Kane’s plays were notorious for their shocking
productions and challenging and offensive subject matter. This book analyzes her plays as products of a long
history of theatrical convention and experimentation, rather than trend. I read Kane’s plays through an optic
of trauma theory, and link the trauma to postmodern experience as defined by war, inter-personal violence,
repetitive memory, and sex as medium of violence. Kane’s plays’ unrelenting violence and graphic
depictions of violent sex suggest a relationship with theories and practices such as Artaud’s theatre of
cruelty, and Kroker and Cook’s theory of the postmodern as sign of excremental culture and an inherently
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trauma are endemic to postmodern life, and are ultimately apocalyptic due to their culmination in Kane’s
final play, the suicide text of 4.48 Psychosis.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Jolene Armstrong is Associate Professor in Comparative Literature and English in the Centre for Humanities
at Athabasca University. Professor Armstrong’s work is in Canadian and American literature and popular
culture, indigenous literature and in examining intersections between narrative and mixed media art. Her first
book, an edited collection on Canadian Métis author Maria Campbell was published in 2012.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Thomas:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important normally. The book Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics ended
up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics is not only giving
you far more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s
Postmodern Traumatics. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Daryl Thurmond:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics this e-book consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Rebecca Stark:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top list
in your reading list is usually Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this
e-book you can get many advantages.



Miranda Durkee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Cruel
Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics.
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