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Deosai has long kept an aura of mystery. Long before the first European
explorers ventured into this high altitude plateau, vague knowledge of its
existence was current in the plains of the Indian subcontinent. Thence the word
had been carried by the nomadic Gujjar cow herders who fattened their animals
on the rich summer grasses of this vast uninhabited tableland. The Gujjar
accounts wafted from person to person to become a confused tale of a plateau
stretching flat, unbroken and treeless from the mountains north of the capital of
Kashmir all the way to the deserts of Tartary. The myth was finally broken in the
1830s. The earliest Europeans, both Britons, William Moorcroft and Godfrey
Thomas Vigne, were over-awed by its sheer desolation. Both also noted that
Deosai was inhabited by large numbers of Tibetan brown bear. Though the
elusive snow leopard, fox, wolf and ibex prowl acrossit, it was the easily seen
bear that became the signature species on the plateau. But over the years all was
not well for the bear. It became commonly believed that a diet of some of the
bear s body parts could cure sexual impotence, or that its body fat rubbed on
arthritic joints could rejuvenate them no matter how worn out they might be. The
result was a slow but systematic purging of the species. By the late 1980s, only a
handful of bears survived. That was when the protagonists of this book began the
conservation effort to bring back this precious animal from the brink of
extinction. Their efforts paid and there has been an increase in the bear
population. But even though programme is now in the hands of the government,
the bears still look ahead to an uncertain future. Deosai: Land of the Giant tells
the story of Deosai, its geography and history as well as the heroic effort of bear
conservation and the establishment of a national park on the plateau. This
publication of this book symbolises the hope that the effort begun in the late
1980s will not go waste and that future travellers will see groups of bears
roaming on Deosal without persecution.
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Deosai haslong kept an aura of mystery. Long before the first European explorers ventured into this high
atitude plateau, vague knowledge of its existence was current in the plains of the Indian subcontinent.
Thence the word had been carried by the nomadic Gujjar cow herders who fattened their animals on the rich
summer grasses of this vast uninhabited tableland. The Guijjar accounts wafted from person to person to
become a confused tale of a plateau stretching flat, unbroken and treel ess from the mountains north of the
capital of Kashmir all the way to the deserts of Tartary. The myth was finally broken in the 1830s. The
earliest Europeans, both Britons, William Moorcroft and Godfrey Thomas Vigne, were over-awed by its
sheer desolation. Both also noted that Deosai was inhabited by large numbers of Tibetan brown bear. Though
the elusive snow leopard, fox, wolf and ibex prowl acrossit, it was the easily seen bear that became the
signature species on the plateau. But over the years al was not well for the bear. It became commonly
believed that a diet of some of the bear s body parts could cure sexual impotence, or that its body fat rubbed
on arthritic joints could rejuvenate them no matter how worn out they might be. The result was a slow but
systematic purging of the species. By the late 1980s, only a handful of bears survived. That was when the
protagonists of this book began the conservation effort to bring back this precious animal from the brink of
extinction. Their efforts paid and there has been an increase in the bear population. But even though
programme is now in the hands of the government, the bears still look ahead to an uncertain future. Deosai:
Land of the Giant tells the story of Deosai, its geography and history as well as the heroic effort of bear
conservation and the establishment of a national park on the plateau. This publication of this book
symbolises the hope that the effort begun in the late 1980s will not go waste and that future travellers will
see groups of bears roaming on Deosai without persecution.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Salman Rashid is Pakistan s most widely travelled travel writer with few places in the country that do not
carry hisfootprint. Acclaimed as the most erudite travel writer of the country , he is the author of eight books
that include anthologies of his newspaper articles. This book is the outcome of nearly a quarter century of the
Deosai romance over severa visitsto the plateau. Nadeem Khawar studied photography in Japan over a
period of six years. Returning hometo Lahore in 1995 he turned his passion into his profession. Hiswork
has since been displayed and printed as calendars and posters both within Pakistan and abroad. His first book
was Sights in the Sands of Cholistan (Oxford University Press, 2007). His photography also appearsin
Governor s House complimentary book (2008). Khawar worked in southern Nepal with the German writer
Gilbert Kolonko for his book Auf in mein Lieblingsreisland, auf nach Pakistan. Two decades of experience
in landscape and portrait photography now bring you Deosai: Land of the Giant.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Donna Vazquez:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people redly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Deosai : Land of the Giant.

Suzanne Cicer o:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Deosai : Land of the Giant. All type of
book are you able to see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Garry Brown:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games al day long. If you would liketry to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It isrealy fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Deosai : Land of the Giant it is rather good to read. There
are alot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this book



through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Randy Jones:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
aswell as soon. The Deosai : Land of the Giant provide you with new experience in examining a book.
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