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In the 19th century, when gender roles were more confining, the dominant forms
of psychosomatic illness were paralysis and hysteria. Today, when people
experience confusion about the abundant possibilities available to them, when all
is permitted, the dominant complaint is fatigue. Edward Shorter's history shows
how patients throughout the centuries have produced symptoms in tandem with
the cultural shifts of larger society. He argues that newly popularized diseases
such as chronic fatigue syndrome are only the most recent examples of patients
ailments that express the deepest truths about the culture in which we live.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Shorter (history, Univ. of Toronto), whose most recent books include Bedside Manners ( LJ 3/1/86) and
Women's Bodies (Transaction Pubs., 1990), here catal ogs the aches and pains of countless legions from the
18th century to the present. His hypothesisis that "historical eras shape their own symptoms" of illness and
that "these various paradigms greatly influenced the way patients presented psychosomatic iliness to their
doctors." It'sarun-on litany of vapors, hysteria, weakness, exhaustion, fatigue, loss of ambition, low vitality,
weak spells, neurasthenia, and sometimes just your "garden-variety somatizer such as would be found in any
medical practice." The question of to what extent the times and culture influence the socially correct
expression of physical and mental illsis not without interest to several scholarly fields, but this reader was
plum tuckered out by the end.

- James Swanton, Albert Einstein Coll. of Medicine, New York

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charles Settles:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This From Paralysis to Fatigue: A History of Psychosomatic IlInessin the Modern
Erabook is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver
to you. The writer regarding From Paralysisto Fatigue: A History of Psychosomatic IlInessin the Modern
Era content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content material but it just different by means of it. So, do you even now thinking From Paralysisto
Fatigue: A History of Psychosomatic IlIness in the Modern Erais not loveabl e to be your top checklist
reading book?

Blake Wester man:

This book untitled From Paralysisto Fatigue: A History of Psychosomatic IlInessin the Modern Erato be
one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get alot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it viaonline. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Cora Snyder:

The particular book From Paralysisto Fatigue: A History of Psychosomatic Illnessin the Modern Erawill
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author styleto clarify the ideais very



unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book From Paralysisto
Fatigue: A History of Psychosomatic llIness in the Modern Erais much recommended to you you just read.
Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Sanjuanita M echam:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this From Paralysisto Fatigue: A History of
Psychosomatic IlIness in the Modern Era book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism
From Paralysisto Fatigue: A History of Psychosomatic IlInessin the Modern Era as good book but not only
by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its
handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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