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Organized by content areas rather than by theory, this comprehensive, accessible
handbook helps readers gain greater insight into how key theories have impacted
today’s family research. Most competing books, organized by theory, do not
provide a strong sense of the links between theory and research. Using the 2000
and 2010 decade-in-review issues of the Journal of Marriage and Family as a
resource, the book addresses the most important topics impacting family studies
research today. 

The introductory chapter, written by the editors, provides an overview of the role
family theories have had on the field. This chapter is followed by 23 others on
family-related content areas written by renowned scholars in the field. The book
is organized around the most important domains in the field: parenting and
parent-child relationships, romantic relationships, conflict and aggression,
structural variation and transitions, demographic variations, and families and
extra-familial institutions.  Each of the contributors describes how theory has
been used to generate new knowledge in the field and suggests future directions
for how theory may be used to extend our knowledge base. The book helps
readers acquire a working knowledge of the key family science theories,
findings, and issues and understand how researchers make use of these theories
in their empirical efforts.

To maximize accessibility, each of the renowned contributors addresses a
common set of issues in their chapter:
• Introduction to the content area
• Review of the key topics, issues, and findings
• A description of each of the major theories used to study that particular content
area
• Limitations of the theories
• Suggestions for better use of the theories and/or new theoretical advances
• Conclusions about future theoretical developments.

An ideal text for graduate and/or advanced undergraduate family theories
courses, this book’s unique organization also lends itself to use in content-based
family studies/science courses taught in family studies, human development,
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psychology, sociology, communication, education, and nursing. Due to its
comprehensive and current approach, the book also appeals to scholars and
researchers in these areas.
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Organized by content areas rather than by theory, this comprehensive, accessible handbook helps readers
gain greater insight into how key theories have impacted today’s family research. Most competing books,
organized by theory, do not provide a strong sense of the links between theory and research. Using the 2000
and 2010 decade-in-review issues of the Journal of Marriage and Family as a resource, the book addresses
the most important topics impacting family studies research today. 

The introductory chapter, written by the editors, provides an overview of the role family theories have had on
the field. This chapter is followed by 23 others on family-related content areas written by renowned scholars
in the field. The book is organized around the most important domains in the field: parenting and parent-
child relationships, romantic relationships, conflict and aggression, structural variation and transitions,
demographic variations, and families and extra-familial institutions.  Each of the contributors describes how
theory has been used to generate new knowledge in the field and suggests future directions for how theory
may be used to extend our knowledge base. The book helps readers acquire a working knowledge of the key
family science theories, findings, and issues and understand how researchers make use of these theories in
their empirical efforts.

To maximize accessibility, each of the renowned contributors addresses a common set of issues in their
chapter:
• Introduction to the content area
• Review of the key topics, issues, and findings
• A description of each of the major theories used to study that particular content area
• Limitations of the theories
• Suggestions for better use of the theories and/or new theoretical advances
• Conclusions about future theoretical developments.

An ideal text for graduate and/or advanced undergraduate family theories courses, this book’s unique
organization also lends itself to use in content-based family studies/science courses taught in family studies,
human development, psychology, sociology, communication, education, and nursing. Due to its
comprehensive and current approach, the book also appeals to scholars and researchers in these areas.
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Editorial Review

Review

“[This] is a book I would cherish and I believe it is one that students would eagerly read. ... These editors
are leaders in the field and they are at the top of their game. .... It is in fact an act of generosity to the field.
... I would purchase it and ... recommend it to colleagues and ... require it as essential reading." – Thomas
Bradbury, UCLA, USA

“This book, given its unique approach to linking theories with empirical applications, has the potential to
become a central reference work [and] a valuable teaching tool. … One of the frustrations I have with
teaching ... family theories ... is the “disconnect” between ... the theoretical approaches in the current
graduate level texts and the empirical research. ... This text ... would fit well with my approach." – David
Eggebeen, Pennsylvania State University, USA

 “A book of this type has been long time coming!  ... [It] does a tremendous job in getting the students to see
the value and utility of theory in the research process. ... This manuscript captures many timely issues that
are not included in other handbooks.  ...  This book will succeed in the marketplace, especially in programs
emphasizing the study of families and their dynamics.  I could also see many clinicians and therapeutic
offices/programs benefiting from this book.  ... It is appropriate for the graduate as well as undergraduate
student.  ... [The] authors of [the] chapters ... are “the” researchers ... in the field.” – Laura KM Donorfio,
University of Connecticut, USA

“The book will be a huge success. …. I strongly believe that it will address a scholarly niche that is wide
open. …. It will get used in Family Studies courses. Libraries and scholars will buy it. It will provide a very
different take on the role of theory in research. … Students will learn how theories work by seeing first how
they have been used to explain phenomena. ... I believe it will have a significant contribution to the field. ...
[The] contributing authors ... reads like a who’s who in the field.” – Joe F. Pittman, Auburn University,
USA

“[This book] contributes significantly to the field. … It should inspire scholars to advance their theoretical
contributions and thus foster better theorizing in the … field. Graduate students should fine the book
particularly helpful. … [The] chapters I reviewed are written in a clear and engaging manner. … I would …
recommend [it] to … students and other family professionals.” Charles B. Hennon, Miami University,
USA

“[This] … book … is needed … to illustrate … links between theory and research … to move the field
forward … and … to overcome some of the limitations of textbooks/handbooks currently in use. … The
editors … are eminent researchers in the field and have … assembled a list of … authors that are at the top
of their … area of specialization. I would very much welcome this handbook and use it in my graduate family
theories course.”- Sylvia Niehuis, Texas Tech University, USA
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Handbook of Family Theories: A
Content-Based Approach book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

James Stover:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Handbook of Family Theories: A Content-Based
Approach as your daily resource information.

Deborah Ellefson:

The particular book Handbook of Family Theories: A Content-Based Approach has a lot associated with on



it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Harriet White:

Handbook of Family Theories: A Content-Based Approach can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Handbook of Family
Theories: A Content-Based Approach but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.
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