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In war, do mass and materiel matter most? Will states with the largest, best
equipped, information-technology-rich militaries invariably win? The prevailing
answer today among both scholars and policymakersisyes. But thisisto
overlook force employment, or the doctrine and tactics by which materiel is
actually used. In alandmark reconception of battle and war, this book provides a
systematic account of how force employment interacts with materiel to produce
real combat outcomes. Stephen Biddle argues that force employment is central to
modern war, becoming increasingly important since 1900 as the key to surviving
ever more lethal weaponry. Technological change produces opposite effects
depending on how forces are employed; to focus only on materiel isthusto risk
major error--with serious consequences for both policy and scholarship.

In clear, fluent prose, Biddle provides a systematic account of force
employment's role and shows how this account holds up under rigorous,
multimethod testing. The results challenge awide variety of standard views, from
current expectations for arevolution in military affairs to mainstream scholarship
in international relations and orthodox interpretations of modern military history.

Military Power will have a resounding impact on both scholarship in the field
and on policy debates over the future of warfare, the size of the military, and the
makeup of the defense budget.
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In war, do mass and materiel matter most? Will states with the largest, best equipped, information-
technology-rich militaries invariably win? The prevailing answer today among both scholars and
policymakersisyes. But thisisto overlook force employment, or the doctrine and tactics by which materiel
isactually used. In alandmark reconception of battle and war, this book provides a systematic account of
how force employment interacts with materiel to produce real combat outcomes. Stephen Biddle argues that
force employment is central to modern war, becoming increasingly important since 1900 as the key to
surviving ever more lethal weaponry. Technological change produces opposite effects depending on how
forces are employed; to focus only on materiel isthusto risk major error--with serious consequences for both
policy and scholarship.

In clear, fluent prose, Biddle provides a systematic account of force employment's role and shows how this
account holds up under rigorous, multimethod testing. The results challenge awide variety of standard
views, from current expectations for arevolution in military affairs to mainstream scholarship in
international relations and orthodox interpretations of modern military history.

Military Power will have aresounding impact on both scholarship in the field and on policy debates over the
future of warfare, the size of the military, and the makeup of the defense budget.
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Editorial Review
Review

One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titlesfor 2005

Winner of the 2005 Silver Medal for the Arthur Ross Book Award, Council on Foreign Relations

Winner of the 2005 Col. John J. Madigan |11 Book Award, U.S. Army War College Foundation

Winner of the 2005 Koopman Prize, Institute for Operations Resear ch and the Management Sciences

Winner of the 2004 Huntington Prize, Olin Institute at Harvard

"Superlatives hardly do this book justice. It simultaneously makes major contributionsin political science,
military history, social science methodology, and contemporary policy debates. Stephen Biddle
comprehensively and convincingly dismantles two of the most important literaturesin international relations
theory in the United States: realism and the offence-defense balance."--Ted Hopf, International History
Review

"Stephen Biddle has written perhaps the best volume on the causes of battlefield victory and defeat in a
generation. . . .. Thisisasemina work on anissue of critical importance."--Spencer D. Bakich, Virginia
Quarterly Review

"Biddle's focusis on medium--and high--intensity land war; he combines a sophisticated formal model with
analysis of critical case studies of actual battles. His argument has important implications for the structure of
all modern military forces and shows persuasively that troops skilled in executing the modern system, not
high-tech weapons alone, assure victory. It isamajor achievement." --Choice

"Stephen Biddle's Military Power deserves serious attention from military historians. Military Power makes
apowerful argument that has redefined thinking within political science and policy circles on why armies
win battles. . . . Biddle has produced an outstanding work that addresses a question central to historians,
political scientists, and policy-makers." --Carter Malkasian, Journal of Military History

"Stephen Biddle has written aworthy book on the never-ending debate over why land wars are won and lost.
It contributes to the academic literature, and his policy judgments deserve attention. . . . It iswell worth
reading, owning, and remembering.” --Richard L. Kugler, Perspectives on Politics

From the Inside Flap
"Steve Biddle may be the best American defense analyst of his generation, and this book is quite possibly his
career masterpiece to date. Few are aswell qualified as Biddle to weave together vivid descriptions of the



modern battlefield, clear explanations of historical lessons, adetailed understanding of defense technology,
and a sophisticated use of military models and war games. Biddle does all these things, helping the reader
understand modern warfare more than does any other book on the market. His argument about trendsin
warfare transcends the popular theory that arevolution in military affairsis now underway. He replaces this
theory with amore convincing, more historical, and less technol ogy-obsessed view of the modern
battlefield."--Michael O'Hanlon, Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution

"Stephen Biddle's Military Power is one of the most important contributions to strategic studies in recent
decades. Presenting avery powerful case for avery surprising argument on a very important question, it will
be controversial in some quarters, but critics will be hard-pressed to refute the case."--Richard K. Betts,
Columbia University, author of Military Readiness

"Fascinating, precisely written, indeed, brilliant, Military Power is among the most important books ever
published on modern warfare. Stephen Biddle fundamentally rethinks the causes of victory and defeat in
modern war and challenges almost the entire corpus of scholarship on assessing force capability and the role
of offense and defense in determining war outcomes. Presenting his argument with power, balance, and
subtlety, he synthesizes many partial historical explanations and provides a basis for understanding why so
many 'rules of thumb' and other explanations are misleading. A landmark work."--Lynn Eden, Stanford
University, author of Whole World on Fire

From the Back Cover

"Stephen Biddle's Military Power is one of the most important contributions to strategic studies in recent
decades. Presenting avery powerful case for avery surprising argument on avery important question, it will
be controversial in some quarters, but critics will be hard-pressed to refute the case."--Richard K. Betts,
Columbia University, author of Military Readiness

"Fascinating, precisely written, indeed, brilliant, Military Power is among the most important books ever
published on modern warfare. Stephen Biddle fundamentally rethinks the causes of victory and defeat in
modern war and challenges almost the entire corpus of scholarship on assessing force capability and the role
of offense and defense in determining war outcomes. Presenting his argument with power, balance, and
subtlety, he synthesizes many partial historical explanations and provides abasis for understanding why so
many 'rules of thumb' and other explanations are misleading. A landmark work."--Lynn Eden, Stanford
University, author of Whole World on Fire

"Steve Biddle may be the best American defense analyst of his generation, and this book is quite possibly his
career masterpiece to date. Few are as well qualified as Biddle to weave together vivid descriptions of the
modern battlefield, clear explanations of historical lessons, a detailed understanding of defense technology,
and a sophisticated use of military models and war games. Biddle does all these things, helping the reader
understand modern warfare more than does any other book on the market. His argument about trendsin
warfare transcends the popular theory that arevolution in military affairsis now underway. He replaces this
theory with amore convincing, more historical, and less technol ogy-obsessed view of the modern
battlefield."--Michael O'Hanlon, Senior Fellow, Brookings I nstitution

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Florence Wiggins:

The book Military Power: Explaining Victory and Defeat in Modern Battle can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a
book Military Power: Explaining Victory and Defeat in Modern Battle? A number of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right

now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
can share al of these. Book Military Power: Explaining Victory and Defeat in Modern Battle has ssmple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by
open and read areserve. So it isvery wonderful.

Brian Crowe:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Military Power: Explaining Victory and Defeat in Modern
Battle was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. Itis
quite advantages for you. The book Military Power: Explaining Victory and Defeat in Modern Battle is not
only giving you alot more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book
Military Power: Explaining Victory and Defeat in Modern Battle. Y ou never sense lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Ronnie Correa;

A lot of people aways spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is ook
different you can read a new book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you smply read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Military Power: Explaining Victory and Defeat in
Modern Battleit is extremely good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
particular e-book. Y ou can mOore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not
too costly but this book has high quality.

Nancy Byrom:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So, once we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not just arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be Military Power: Explaining Victory and Defeat in Modern Battle.
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