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Scholars have long been divided on the question of whether the Amazons of
Greek legend actually existed. Notably, Soviet archaeologists' discoveries of the
bodies of women warriors in the 1980s appeared to directly contradict western
classicists' denial of the veracity of the Amazon myth, and there have been few
concessions between the two schools of thought since.

Postcolonial Amazons offers a ground-breaking re-evaluation of the place of
martial women in the ancient world, bridging the gap between myth and
historical reality and expanding our conception of the Amazon archetype. By
shifting the center of debate to the periphery of the region known to the Greeks,
the startling conclusion emerges that the ancient Athenian conception of women
as weak and fearful was not at all typical of the world of that time, even within
Greece. Surrounding the Athenians were numerous peoples who held that women
could be courageous, able, clever, and daring, suggesting that although Greek
stories of Amazons may be exaggerations, they were based upon a real historical
understanding of women who fought.

While re-examining the sources of the Amazon myth, this compelling volume
also resituates the Amazons in the broader context from which they have been
extracted, illustrating that although they were the quintessential example of
female masculinity in ancient Greek thought, they were not the only instance of
this phenomenon: masculine women were masqueraded on the Greek stage,
described in the Hippocratic corpus, took part in the struggle to control
Alexander the Great's empire after his death, and served as bodyguards in ancient
India. Against the backdrop of the ongoing debates surrounding gender norms
and fluidity, Postcolonial Amazons breaks new ground as an ancient history of
female masculinity and demonstrates that these ideas have a much longer and
more durable heritage than we may have supposed.
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Scholars have long been divided on the question of whether the Amazons of Greek legend actually existed.
Notably, Soviet archaeologists' discoveries of the bodies of women warriors in the 1980s appeared to directly
contradict western classicists' denial of the veracity of the Amazon myth, and there have been few
concessions between the two schools of thought since.

Postcolonial Amazons offers a ground-breaking re-evaluation of the place of martial women in the ancient
world, bridging the gap between myth and historical reality and expanding our conception of the Amazon
archetype. By shifting the center of debate to the periphery of the region known to the Greeks, the startling
conclusion emerges that the ancient Athenian conception of women as weak and fearful was not at all typical
of the world of that time, even within Greece. Surrounding the Athenians were numerous peoples who held
that women could be courageous, able, clever, and daring, suggesting that although Greek stories of
Amazons may be exaggerations, they were based upon a real historical understanding of women who fought.

While re-examining the sources of the Amazon myth, this compelling volume also resituates the Amazons in
the broader context from which they have been extracted, illustrating that although they were the
quintessential example of female masculinity in ancient Greek thought, they were not the only instance of
this phenomenon: masculine women were masqueraded on the Greek stage, described in the Hippocratic
corpus, took part in the struggle to control Alexander the Great's empire after his death, and served as
bodyguards in ancient India. Against the backdrop of the ongoing debates surrounding gender norms and
fluidity, Postcolonial Amazons breaks new ground as an ancient history of female masculinity and
demonstrates that these ideas have a much longer and more durable heritage than we may have supposed.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Walter D. Penrose, Jr. is an Associate Professor of History at San Diego State University. He earned his
doctorate at the City University of New York Graduate Center with a dissertation entitled "Bold with the
Bow and Arrow: Amazons and the Ethnic Gendering of Martial Prowess in Ancient Greek and Asian
Cultures." He specializes in the history of gender and sexuality in ancient Greek, Hellenistic, and South
Asian contexts and has also published articles on gender, sexuality, and disability in the ancient
Mediterranean, as well as on Sappho in the Middle Ages and early Renaissance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mildred Ortiz:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Postcolonial Amazons: Female Masculinity and Courage in
Ancient Greek and Sanskrit Literature. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long
as we know about how is important any book Postcolonial Amazons: Female Masculinity and Courage in
Ancient Greek and Sanskrit Literature. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Pauline Jones:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside that you
can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Postcolonial Amazons: Female Masculinity and Courage in
Ancient Greek and Sanskrit Literature will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
acceptable book with you?

Alice Navarro:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide Postcolonial Amazons: Female Masculinity and Courage in Ancient Greek and
Sanskrit Literature was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit



of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.

Madeline Cecil:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Postcolonial Amazons: Female
Masculinity and Courage in Ancient Greek and Sanskrit Literature or perhaps others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Postcolonial
Amazons: Female Masculinity and Courage in Ancient Greek and Sanskrit Literature to make your spare
time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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