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Arguably the world's most popular partnered social dance form, salsa's
significance extends well beyond the Latino communities which gave birth to it.
The growing international and cross-cultural appeal of this Latin dance form,
which celebrates its mixed originsin the Caribbean and in Spanish Harlem,
offersarich site for examining issues of cultural hybridity and commodification
in the context of global migration. Salsa consists of countless dance dialects
enjoyed by varied communitiesin different locales. In short, there is not one
dance called salsa, but many.

Spinning Mambo into Salsa, a history of salsa dance, focuses on its evolutionin
three major hubs for international commercial export-New Y ork, Los Angeles,
and Miami. The book examines how commercialized salsa dance in the 1990s
departed from earlier practices of Latin dance, especially 1950s mambo. Topics
covered include generational differences between Palladium Era mambo and
modern salsa; mid-century antecedents to modern salsain Cuba and Puerto Rico;
tension between salsa as commercial vs. cultural practice; regional differencesin
New Y ork, Los Angeles, and Miami; the role of the Web in salsa commerce; and
adaptations of social Latin dance for stage performance. Throughout the book,
salsadance history islinked to histories of salsa music, exposing how increased
separation of the dance from its musical inspiration has precipitated major shifts
in Latin dance practice. As awhole, the book dispels the belief that one version is
more authentic than another by showing how competing styles came into
existence and contention. Based on over 100 oral history interviews, archival
research, ethnographic participant observation, and analysis of Web content and
commerce, the book is rich with quotes from practitioners and detailed
movement description.
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Arguably the world's most popular partnered social dance form, salsa's significance extends well beyond the
Latino communities which gave birth to it. The growing international and cross-cultural appeal of thisLatin
dance form, which celebratesits mixed origins in the Caribbean and in Spanish Harlem, offersarich site for
examining issues of cultural hybridity and commodification in the context of global migration. Salsa consists
of countless dance dialects enjoyed by varied communitiesin different locales. In short, there is not one
dance called salsa, but many.

Spinning Mambo into Salsa, a history of salsa dance, focuses on its evolution in three major hubs for
international commercial export-New Y ork, Los Angeles, and Miami. The book examines how
commercialized salsa dance in the 1990s departed from earlier practices of Latin dance, especially 1950s
mambo. Topics covered include generational differences between Palladium Era mambo and modern salsa;
mid-century antecedents to modern salsain Cuba and Puerto Rico; tension between salsa as commercial vs.
cultural practice; regional differencesin New Y ork, Los Angeles, and Miami; the role of the Web in salsa
commerce; and adaptations of social Latin dance for stage performance. Throughout the book, salsa dance
history is linked to histories of salsamusic, exposing how increased separation of the dance from its musical
inspiration has precipitated major shiftsin Latin dance practice. As awhole, the book dispels the belief that
one version is more authentic than another by showing how competing styles came into existence and
contention. Based on over 100 oral history interviews, archival research, ethnographic participant
observation, and analysis of Web content and commerce, the book is rich with quotes from practitioners and
detailed movement description.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Deftly partnering her physical dancing presence with her theoretical investigations, the author poses
significant questions regarding the competing perspectives of national and commercial interestsrelative to
salsa...Highly recommended."--Choice

"...rich and well-executed and highlights the author's deep knowledge of the complexity and diversity
associated with the development of salsa dance culture.”--Journal of Latin American and Caribbean
Anthology

"If you are interested in the globalization of Latin American culture, Latin American identity, or have ever
tried to pick up the beat of a salsa song as you shuffle your feet, you should definitely pick up a copy of
Spinning Mambo into Salsa."--ReVista

About the Author

Juliet McMains, Ph.D. is a dance scholar and artist whose work centers on social dance practices and their
theatrical expression on competition and theatrical stages. Her first book, Glamour Addiction: Inside the
American Ballroom Dance Industry (Wesleyan, 2006) won the 2008 Congress on Research in Dance
Outstanding Publication Award. Sheis currently an Associate Professor in the Dance Program at the
University of Washington in Sesttle.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ruben Martin:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Spinning Mambo into Salsa:
Caribbean Dance in Global Commerce which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.



Nathanael Ma:

That book can make you to fedl relax. Thiskind of book Spinning Mambo into Salsa: Caribbean Dance in
Global Commerce was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book Spinning
Mambo into Salsa: Caribbean Dance in Global Commerce has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.

James Pierce:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Y eah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Spinning Mambo into Salsa: Caribbean Dance in Global Commerce
can make you experience more interested to read.

Eddie Patten:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Spinning Mambo into Salsa: Caribbean
Dance in Global Commerce to make your reading is interesting. Y our personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It isto beinitialy opinion for you to like to start a
book and study it. Beside that the book Spinning Mambo into Salsa: Caribbean Dance in Global Commerce
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
their time.
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