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Jacob Janowski’ s luck had run out--orphaned and penniless, he had no direction
until he landed on arickety train that was home to the Benzini Brothers Most
Spectacular Show on Earth. A veterinary student just shy of a degree, he was put
in charge of caring for the circus menagerie. It was the Great Depression and for
Jacob the circus was both his salvation and aliving hell. There he met Marlena,
the beautiful equestrian star married to August, the charismatic but brutal animal
trainer. And he met Rosie, an untrainable el ephant who was the great hope for
this third-rate traveling show. The bond that grew among this group of misfits
was one of love and trust, and ultimately, it was their only hope for survival.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Jacob Jankowski says: "I am ninety. Or ninety-three. One or the other." At the beginning of Water for
Elephants, heisliving out his days in anursing home, hating every second of it. Hislife wasn't always like
this, however, because Jacob ran away and joined the circus when he was twenty-one. It wasn't aromantic,
carefree decision, to be sure. His parents were killed in an auto accident one week before he was to sit for his
veterinary medicine exams at Cornell. He buried his parents, learned that they left him nothing because they
had mortgaged everything to pay his tuition, returned to school, went to the exams, and didn't write asingle
word. He walked out without completing the test and wound up on acircustrain. The circus hejoins, in
Depression-era America, is second-rate at best. With Ringling Brothers as the standard, Benzini Brothersis
far down the scale and pale by comparison.

Water for Elephantsisthe story of Jacob's life with this circus. Sara Gruen spares no detail in chronicling the
squalid, filthy, brutish circumstances in which he finds himself. The animals are mangy, underfed or fed
rotten food, and abused. Jacab, once it becomes known that he has veterinary skills, is put in charge of the
"menagerie” and all itsills. Uncle Al, the circusimpresario, is a self-serving, venal creep who slaps people
around because he can. August, the animal trainer, is a certified paranoid schizophrenic whose occasional
flightsinto madness and brutality often have Jacob as their object. Jacob is the only person in the book who
has a handle on amora compass and as his reward he spends most of the novel beaten, broken, concussed,
bleeding, swollen and hungover. He is the self-appointed Protector of the Downtrodden, and... hefallsin
love with Marlena, crazy August's wife. Not his best idea.

The most interesting aspect of the book is all the circus lore that Gruen has so carefully researched. She has
al the right vocabulary: grifters, roustabouts, workers, cooch tent, rubes, First of May, what the band plays
when there's trouble, Jamaican ginger paralysis, life on acircus train, set-up and take-down, being run out of
town by the "revenooers' or the cops, and losing all your hooch. There is one glorious passage about
Marlena and Rosie, the bull elephant, that truly evokes the magic acircus can create. It is easy to see
Marlenas and Rosi€'s pink sequins under the Big Top and to imagine their perfect choreography as they
perform unbelievable stunts. The crowd loves it--and so will the reader. The ending is absolutely ludicrous
and really quite lovely. --Valerie Ryan

From Publishers Weekly

With its spotlight on elephants, Gruen's romantic page-turner hinges on the human-animal bonds that drove
her debut and its sequel (Riding Lessons and Flying Changes)—but without the mass appeal that horses hold.
The novel, told in flashback by nonagenarian Jacob Jankowski, recounts the wild and wonderful period he
spent with the Benzini Brothers Most Spectacular Show on Earth, atraveling circus he joined during the
Great Depression. When 23-year-old Jankowski learns that his parents have been killed in a car crash,
leaving him penniless, he drops out of Cornell veterinary school and parlays his expertise with animalsinto a
job with the circus, where he cares for amenagerie of exotic creatureg[...] He aso fallsin love with Marlena,
one of the show's star performers—a romance complicated by Marlena's husband, the unbalanced, sadistic
circus boss who beats both his wife and the animals Jankowski cares for. Despite her often clichéd prose and
the predictability of the story's ending, Gruen skillfully humanizes the midgets, drunks, rubes and freaks who
populate her book. (May 26)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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To replicate the salty vernacular of a Depression-era circus, Gruen, in her third novel, did extensive research
in archives and in the field, and her work pays off admirably. The Benzini Brothers Most Spectacular Show
on Earth is aroving fleabag ensemble of "cooch tents,” "kinkers," and "hay burners," whose tyrannical m.c.
is always on the lookout for "born freaks." Unfortunately, Jacob Jankowski, the novel's narrator and
protagonist, carries less conviction than the period idiom. Recalling, near the end of hislife, hiswork asa
veterinarian for the circus and his love for a colleague's wife, he comes off as so relentlessly decent—an
unwavering defender of animals, women, dwarves, cripples, and assorted ethnic groups—that he ceases to be
interesting as a character.

Copyright © 2006 The New Yorker - click here to subscribe.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
AltaValentin:

The book Water for Elephants: A Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Water for Elephants: A Novel?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Water for Elephants: A Novel has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous
world by available and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Virginia Swain:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Water for Elephants: A Novel that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for al of you who wantsto
possibly be success person. So , for al you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick
Water for Elephants: A Novel become your own personal starter.

Rosa Rodriguez:

Beside this Water for Elephants: A Novel in your phone, it might give you away to get more close to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven
so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Water for Elephants: A Novel because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you rarely get what it's al about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have thisin your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the item? Find this book aswell asread it from now!



Larry Hayes:

Y ou can get this Water for Elephants: A Novel by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book.
In the modern eralike now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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