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Wittgenstein on the Human Spirit provides a new understanding of Wittgenstein's
discourse as an insightful philosophy of culture, pursued through self-reflection.
It offers an edifying perspective on the conceptual underpinnings of culture as a
shared expressive spiritual form of life. The ideas investigated in it are highly
relevant for discussions in philosophy, aesthetics, anthropology, and cultural
studies. The book embraces three studies: The Spirit of Jews, The Spirits of
Culture and Civilization, and The Common Spirit of Human Beings. The first
discusses Wittgenstein's remarks about Jews, focusing on their place within his
philosophical thinking, self-reflection, and European discourse about culture and
Jews. It shows how overcoming the anti-Semitic attitude implicit in them set off
the major change in his philosophy. The second discusses Wittgenstein's
reflections on the "deterioration of culture" in the modern period, showing how
they are related to his remarks about following rules. The third discusses
Wittgenstein's insights regarding the symbolic nature of myth, magic and
religion. It suggests that modern human beings and those of ancient cultures
possess a common expressive spiritual nature. This enables us to understand
expressive practices in other cultures without interpretation. Nonetheless
religious belief during the modern period is problematic.
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Wittgenstein on the Human Spirit provides a new understanding of Wittgenstein's discourse as an insightful
philosophy of culture, pursued through self-reflection. It offers an edifying perspective on the conceptual
underpinnings of culture as a shared expressive spiritual form of life. The ideas investigated in it are highly
relevant for discussions in philosophy, aesthetics, anthropology, and cultural studies. The book embraces
three studies: The Spirit of Jews, The Spirits of Culture and Civilization, and The Common Spirit of Human
Beings. The first discusses Wittgenstein's remarks about Jews, focusing on their place within his
philosophical thinking, self-reflection, and European discourse about culture and Jews. It shows how
overcoming the anti-Semitic attitude implicit in them set off the major change in his philosophy. The second
discusses Wittgenstein's reflections on the "deterioration of culture" in the modern period, showing how they
are related to his remarks about following rules. The third discusses Wittgenstein's insights regarding the
symbolic nature of myth, magic and religion. It suggests that modern human beings and those of ancient
cultures possess a common expressive spiritual nature. This enables us to understand expressive practices in
other cultures without interpretation. Nonetheless religious belief during the modern period is problematic.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Yuval Lurie is Professor Emeritus at Ben Gurion Unversity in Beer Sheva, Israel, where he has taught
philosophy since 1973. He received his philosophy degrees from Tel Aviv University and Cornell
University. He has published articles in philosophical journals on philosophy of mind, culture, ethics, and
Wittgenstein's philosophy. Among his books are Cultural Beings: Reading the Philosophers of Genesis
(2000); Tracking the Meaning of Life: A Philosophical Journey (2006); and Mavo le-kisme ha-filosofyah:
etikah u-musar (Introduction to the Magic of Philosophy: Ethics and Morality, 2007, Hebrew)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luther Roberts:

This book untitled Wittgenstein on the Human Spirit (Value Inquiry Book Series / Philosophy, Literature,
and Poli) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can
order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-
book from your list.

Deborah Brantley:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Wittgenstein on the Human Spirit
(Value Inquiry Book Series / Philosophy, Literature, and Poli) which is finding the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's observe.

Wanda Leopard:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Wittgenstein on the Human Spirit (Value
Inquiry Book Series / Philosophy, Literature, and Poli) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?



Anne Shibata:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Wittgenstein on the Human Spirit (Value Inquiry Book Series /
Philosophy, Literature, and Poli) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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