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Bass player extraordinaire Charles Mingus, who died in 1979, is one of the
essential composersin the history of jazz, and Beneath the Underdog, his
celebrated, wild, funny, demonic, anguished, shocking, and profoundly moving
memoir, is the greatest autobiography ever written by ajazz musician.

It tells of his God-haunted childhood in Watts during the 1920s and 1930s; his
outcast adolescent years; his apprenticeship, not only with jazzmen but also with
pimps, hookers, junkies, and hoodlums; and his golden yearsin New Y ork City
with such legendary figures as Duke Ellington, Lionel Hampton, Miles Davis,
Charlie Parker, and Dizzy Gillespie. Hereis Mingusin his own words, from
shabby roadhouses to fabulous estates, from the psychiatric wards of Bellevue to
worlds of mysticism and solitude, but for al histravels never straying too far,
always returning to music.

“This book isthe purest of dynamite. Like the autobiographies of Jelly Roll
Morton, Louis Armstrong and Billie Holiday and like A. B. Spellman's Four
Livesin the Bebop Business, it says more about the American psyche in general
and black survival in particular than the sociologists and psychologists ever can
in their stiff, soulless vocabularies.... Somber, comic, disturbing, boastful,
confessional, sentimental, contradictory, poetic, irascible, impish...lyrical, nasty,
angelic, reflective...expressionistic, picaresque, jive...thisis a powerful book.”—
Rolling Stone
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Bass player extraordinaire Charles Mingus, who died in 1979, is one of the essential composersin the history
of jazz, and Beneath the Underdog, his celebrated, wild, funny, demonic, anguished, shocking, and
profoundly moving memoir, is the greatest autobiography ever written by ajazz musician.

It tells of his God-haunted childhood in Watts during the 1920s and 1930s; his outcast adolescent years; his
apprenticeship, not only with jazzmen but also with pimps, hookers, junkies, and hoodlums; and his golden
yearsin New York City with such legendary figures as Duke Ellington, Lionel Hampton, Miles Davis,
Charlie Parker, and Dizzy Gillespie. Hereis Mingusin his own words, from shabby roadhouses to fabulous
estates, from the psychiatric wards of Bellevue to worlds of mysticism and solitude, but for al histravels
never straying too far, always returning to music.

“This book isthe purest of dynamite. Like the autobiographies of Jelly Roll Morton, Louis Armstrong and
Billie Holiday and like A. B. Spellman’s Four Livesin the Bebop Business, it says more about the American
psychein general and black survival in particular than the sociologists and psychologists ever can in their
stiff, soulless vocabularies.... Somber, comic, disturbing, boastful, confessional, sentimental, contradictory,
poetic, irascible, impish...lyrical, nasty, angelic, reflective...expressionistic, picaresque, jive...thisisa
powerful book.”— Rolling Stone
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

A wild, lyrical, and anguished autobiography, in which Charles Mingus pays short shrift to the facts but
plunges to the very bottom of his psyche, coming up for air only when it pleases him. He takes the reader
through his childhood in Watts, his musical education by the likes of Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, and
Charlie Parker, and his prodigious appetites--intellectual, culinary, and sexual. The book isajumble, but a
glorious one, by acertified American genius.

About the Author

At once an essential composer in the history of jazz and a bass player extraordinaire, Charles Mingus was
born on April 22, 1922 in Nogales, Arizona, and grew up in the Los Angeles neighborhood of Watts. He
made his recording debut with Lionel Hampton in 1947, and performed on numerous recordings with Louis
Armstrong, Charlie Parker, Stan Getz, Duke Ellington, Bud Powell, Art Tatum, and many others. His several
honors inlcuded a Guggenheim Fellowship, an honorary degree from Brandeis University, and the Slee Chair
in Music at the State University of New York in Buffalo. Charles Mingus died in 1979 at the age of 56.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Micheal Taylor:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asyou may know that
book is very important for us. The book Beneath the Underdog: His World as Composed by Mingus has been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The e-book Beneath the Underdog: His World as Composed by Mingus is not only
giving you alot more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can
spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Beneath the
Underdog: His World as Composed by Mingus. Y ou never really feel lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Paul Henson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Beneath the Underdog: His World as Composed by Mingus your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get prior to. The Beneath the Underdog: His World as Composed by Mingus giving
you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your
better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern hereis your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?



Paul Mackey:

The book untitled Beneath the Underdog: His World as Composed by Mingus contain alot of information on
this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author gives you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site aswell as order it. Have anice
study.

Christine Flint:

Isit an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Beneath the Underdog: His World as Composed by
Mingus can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?
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